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Religion and Spirituality: Finding God
Heather Dowling

within

It’s a phrase often heard and it’s being 
heard more and more. Research from 
the National Church Life Survey (NCLS) 
found that 44.6% of respondents to 
the 2009 Australian Survey of Social 
Attitudes believed that there is 
something beyond this life that makes 
sense of it all. Of this, 24% have no 
religious affiliation. 

So what does that mean exactly? As 
Dr Val Webb, theologian and author, 
explains, it’s a little hard to define – 
mostly because the term ‘spiritual’ is so 
full of baggage. 

“It’s a difficult word,” she said. “It’s got 
really bad history in Christianity.”

Val explained that while the ancient 
Hebrews accepted God as an unknown 
mystery, as time moved on Greek 
thought introduced an image of God 
as a man in the sky – something ‘out 
there.’ Spirituality over the centuries 

has often since been seen as separate 
to our human lives and an escape from 
this world. 

 “People talk about their life as a 
spiritual journey, as opposed to life,” 
she said. “The idea that spiritual means 
going somewhere else, not being a 
whole person.”

Alternatively, Val said that “spirituality 
can be, not being somewhere else, but 
deep within us.

“There’s plenty of biblical evidence 
that talks about the God within. When 
you think that way you don’t have to 
have the idea that we have to escape 
the world.” 

While Val said that spirituality has its 
origins in religion, these days it can be 
seen as separate from it. 

“We’ve got a situation where 
spirituality is seen as something that’s 
not religion,” she said. “Religion gets 
to be seen without any depth and 
spirituality becomes isolated.

“Spiritualities’ – plural – might be 
better,” she continued. “It suggests that 
there’s a variety out there.”

Spirituality can mean many things 
for many people. This certainly is 
one reason that Michael Pellegrino, 
massage therapist from Perth, says he 
doesn’t believe his spirituality needs to 
be defined or organised by a religion.  

“I don’t have an organised structure,” 

Michael said. “I just feel that we’re all 
equal and we’re all connected.

“I’ve found that religions are covered 
by men’s emotions and their own 
personal agenda’s interfere with 
spiritual growth.”

Raised as a Catholic, Michael felt that 
the church wasn’t there for him at a 
time in his life when he needed it. But 
that didn’t mean he didn’t want to 
explore the deeper meanings of life. 

“I’m questioning why I’m here and how 
we can make it better,” he said. 

“I describe my spirituality as a 
connectedness with everything alive. I 
feel that there is a power that connects 
all of it together and I communicate 
with that higher power which I believe 
comes from a love and a light, instead 
of hate and darkness.

“I talk to this being in my day. In 
my bad times and my good times, I 
communicate.” 

Val feels that these reasons for not 
wanting to be part of a religion – too 
much structure, being let down by 
the church and having an undefinable 
sense of spirituality – all have validity 
and are not uncommon thoughts 
these days. 

“I think it comes out of the history 
of religious institution. The people 
are disenchanted – all these church 
scandals, rules that you have to obey 

Dr Val 
Webb

Feature Feature

“I don’t go to church – I’m spiritual, but I’m not religious.” 

and the church not always having 
done the right thing,” she said. 

Add to that a generation that now feel 
they don’t really need religion, for a 
lot of reasons. Back in the day, church 
was the hub of a person’s life. All their 
friends were there and their pastimes 
were often connected with the church. 

“The church was once the whole social 
life,” Val said. “The younger generation 
have got plenty to do and they don’t 
need church for their social life.” 

The traditional format of church 
also doesn’t always make sense to 
a postmodern generation who are 
taught everywhere – but in the church 
– to question.  

Val’s book, In Defence of Doubt: An 
invitation to explore, has recently 
been published for a second time, the 
original published in 1995. In her book, 
as the title suggests, Val encourages 
Christian doubt as a healthy thing. 
With all the progress made in science, 
theology needs to keep up. 

“Doubt is what has led the world 
forward in everything,” she said. 
“Unfortunately in the church it has 
become a negative.”

She explained that if you’ve been in 
the church all your life you might be 
forgiving of church language which 
implies a doubtless faith. But if you’re 
new to church, the language doesn’t 
make sense and you’re not going to 
swallow seemingly impossible stories 
of a resurrection and virgin birth. 
Instead of being encouraged in these 
thoughts, however, people are often 
told that these doubts are wrong, 
which means instead of exploring the 
meaning of life through a religion, they 
find their own way to do it. 

Even amongst church goers doubt is 
not uncommon. According to the 2009 
Australian Survey of Social Attitudes, 
41% of religious respondents think we 
should question our beliefs, while 30% 
were undecided. But sometimes the 
church doesn’t know how to respond 
to this in a healthy way. 

“I think doubt is very healthy,” Val said. 

“Doubt is one of the healthiest things 
we’ve got.

 “I think the doctrines and the church 
need to be more willing to move with 
the times and the way they look at 
everything.

“Doubts are seen as challenging the 
authorities. It’s changing now because 
people just walk away.

“Is God only found in the church?” Val 
asked. “People are saying, ‘We don’t 
have to be in church to find God.’ And 
I think they’re right.”

Of course a drawback of this for our 
wider communities is that without a 
church or faith community people can 
be less connected, so finding a place to 
share spirituality is important. 

“A lot of people in the church say they 
stay in the church because of the 
community,” Val said. “There’s really 
nowhere else you find community like 
you do in the church.” 

This connection doesn’t always have 
to be through a religious institution, 
which is one of the reasons why 
organisations such as the Sunday 
Assembly are popping up all over the 
world – including in Perth. The Sunday 
Assembly describes itself as a ‘godless’ 
congregation which helps people to 
live better, help often and wonder more.  

The church indeed still has a lot to 
offer our communities, but Val says it 
also needs to move with the flow of 
progress of knowledge and time. The 
church needs to understand that just 
because it did things one way 50 years 
ago doesn’t mean it still needs to be 
done the same way today. In fact, that 
approach is alienating people. 

Instead, Val believes that the church 
needs to be in more discussion with 
the wider community – and perhaps 
its members might learn something 
along the way too. 

“Maybe down the road church will 
become small groups of people talking 
about the meaning of life over a glass 
of wine,” she said. 

“People who say they’re spiritual are 
saying, ‘I’m working something out for 
myself but I don’t want some person 
to tell me that I’ve got to think about 
it this way.’”

“I think we need to be more helping 
people celebrate being human – who 
they are and what they do in the world.”
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“Is God only found in 
the church?” Val asked. 
“People are saying, ‘We 

don’t have to  
be in church to find 

God.’ And I think 
they’re right.”

Uniting Church in the City
Wesley Perth

invites you to a series of

Free Lunchtime Recitals
at 1.00pm on the first and third Friday 

of the month, featuring some of 
Perth’s young musicians performing 

alongside musicians from Wesley

After visiting Albany for speaking 
engagements over the weekend 
of 4–6 April, Dr Val Webb will be 
speaking at the Adventures in Faith 
conference in Perth, organised by 
the Perth Progressive Network WA. 
Hear her speak on Saturday 12 
April, 9.30am at All Saints Floreat 
Uniting Church. On Sunday 13 April 
she will preach at Wembly Downs 
Uniting Church, 9.30am, followed by 
a session on ‘In Defence of Doubt.’ 
Also presenting at the conference 
will be Rev Neville Watson and Rev 
Robert Hoskin. For more info email 
richbert@it.net.au or  
m.yuncken@aapt.net.au.

Inspired?
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Playing with honesty
I’ve just finished putting together our profile story on Pastor Nadia Bolz-
Weber (page 7) after getting up to interview her at 3.00am, Perth time. 
It struck me that this edition, ‘I think, therefore I am’, has really forced me 
to think a lot about my own faith. I’m usually pretty private about that 
sort of stuff, but after reading Nadia’s book and hearing her speak with 
such honesty, she inspired me to try to do the same. 

I’m pretty new to this ‘thinking about faith’ thing, so I have lots of doubts, 
lots of questions and lots of hope that I can be accepted for all that I am. 
I imagine that many of you have also been through this in entirely your 
own way. And you will have loads of experience and wisdom to share. 

This church is so diverse that there are many understandings of being 
Christian. From small differences in interpreting a narrative, to major 
differences on controversial issues; we don’t have to all agree, but we 
still all come under the banner of the Uniting Church in Australia. 

I spent the weekend a couple of weeks ago basking in all this difference 
with my two boys at Kids’ Camp Out (KCO). While they enjoyed the 
company, craft, games and music, I loved seeing them get to know 
their group and also mingle with heaps of other congregations, all with 
varying theologies and backgrounds. It was such a great time for them 
and a great opportunity to really see what the church can be. You can 
read more about KCO and check out the pictures on page 11. 

So, now it’s your turn. We want to know what you think. About this 
edition, about your faith, about the church or an aspect of any of these. 
What experiences have you had lately that have had an impact on your 
life or faith? What have you been up to that has helped connect you 
with someone else? Be open and willing to listen. Be respectful, loving 
and caring, but don’t be shy. And do try to be honest. 

The Listening Workshop, to be held this April, will be an opportunity for 
everyone associated with the Uniting Church in WA to do just this and 
help shape the future of our church. More information is on page 8. 

And don’t forget to send in your letters to revive@wa.uca.org.au or 
message us via facebook at facebook.com/unitingchurchwa or send 
them in the post to Revive, Uniting Church in Western Australia, GPO 
Box M952 Perth WA 6000.

Heather Dowling
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Guide

April 2014
Sunday 6 April, 10.00am. Dr Val Webb peaching at Albany Wesley  
Uniting Church. 
Sunday 6 April, 7.30 – 9.00pm.  Climbing the Sermon on the Mount with Rev 
Prof Bill Loader  at Wembley Downs Uniting Church. 
Saturday 12 April.  Strategy and Mission Planning Listening Scenario Workshop  
at Applecross St Stephens Uniting Church. 
Saturday 12 April, 9.30am – 3.30pm. Adventures in Faith  at All Saints Floreat 
Uniting Church. 
Sunday 13 April, 9.30am.  Dr Val Webb preaching at Wembley Downs  
Uniting Church. 
Sunday 13 April, 1.00pm.  Palm Sunday Walk for Justice for Refugees  starting 
outside St George’s Cathedral, Perth.
Tuesday 15 April, 7.30–9.00pm.  CEDAL Preaching Course begins  at Nedlands 
Uniting Church. 

May 2014
Saturday 3 May, 9.00am – 4.00pm. Making Disciples at Christ the King 
Anglican Church, Willetton. 
Tuesday 6 – Friday 9 May.  CHYNC: Youth and Children’s Ministers’ Conference   
in Adelaide. 
Wednesday 7 May.  Revive contributions deadline for June edition.  
Saturday 10 May. Annual Meeting of the Presbytery of the Uniting Church in 
Western Australia at Noranda Uniting Church.  
Saturday 10 May, 5.00pm.  Family Gathering and BBQ tea  at the Wagin 
Recreation Ground. 
Saturday 17 – Sunday 18 May.  Intercultural Youth Camp at Rockingham. 
Saturday 17 May, 10.00am – 12.00 noon.  Makes you wonder taster at 
Mandurah Uniting Church. 
Saturday 17 May.  Congregation Website Training at Uniting Church Centre. 
Thursday 22 May, 10.00am.  Big Morning Tea at Willetton Uniting Church.
Saturday 24 May.  Marhaba Multicultural Community 3rd Anniversary at 
Uniting Church in the City Hall.
Monday 26 May.  Sorry Day.
Tuesday 27 May  – Tuesday 3 June.  National Reconcilliation Week.

Revive,  
Transit Lounge and 

News & Notes
are broadcast on 990am 
Information Radio every  

second Sunday at 8.00am 
read by Graham Sinclair.

There is an old joke that goes: Rene 
Descartes went into his local for a drink.

When he had finished his first drink 
the bartender said, “Mr Descartes 
would you like another?” To which 
Rene replied “I don’t think...” and 
disappeared!

To understand the joke you need to 
know that Rene Descartes,  the 17th 
century French philosopher and 
mathematician, often regarded as the 
father of modern philosophy, coined 
the phrase ‘I think, therefore I am’ 
(Cogito ergo sum). You are probably 
familiar with Descartes’ other great 
contribution in the field of geometry, 
even if you are unaware, because every 
time you see a graph with an x-y axis 
you are seeing Descartes work, as he 
invented the Cartesian representation 
that you see. 

“I think, therefore I am” is an 
interesting concept in our time, given 
that most of modern science would 
say “I am, therefore I think”. That is 
to say we are all merely a product of 
physics and chemistry and chance 

and time. That our consciousness is 
a product of evolution and based on 
chance in a chaotic universe, which 
is the complete reverse of Descartes’ 
belief that consciousness was at the 
heart of being. 

So, I was interested to read recently 
that there is a new thought that 
is gaining ground in physics that 
suggests something entirely different, 
that in fact consciousness came first. 
That consciousness created all that is; 
the entire universe. That consciousness 
created both time and space and that 
all consciousness could be eternal and 
connected. Some would say that this 
explains the sort of near death out 
of body experience that seems very 
real, that the conscious self is indeed 
outside of the body. 

This seems to link for me to the sort of 
power of thought to create so evident in 
Jesus’ ministry.

I believe that Jesus imagined a different 
world, a world he called the Kingdom 
or Reign or Rule of God. What New 
Testament scholar Prof John Dominic 

I imagine with Christ, 
therefore I am a Christian 

“Without God,  we can’t ;  without us ,  God won’t . ”

Crossan refers to as “what the world 
would look like if God was in charge”. 

A world Jesus imaged in his teachings, 
in his actions and in his living and 
dying. I believe that all of the teachings 
and actions of Jesus taken in their 
entirety add up to an imagined new 
world that Jesus sought to live into 
being. To create this new world we 
must also think it into being, imagine 
it into being if you like. Because it can 
only be created if we imagine it first 
and, for us followers of Jesus, imagine 
it as Jesus did.  

“I think, therefore I am”, consciousness 
created time and space, Jesus imagined 
the Reign of God in the world, you and 
I can imagine the same Reign of God in 
our world and in the Spirit let it break in 
day after day, in our lives and the lives 
of others near and far.

My prayer for us is we re-imagine with 
Jesus the Reign of God in our world 
and live it into being.

I imagine with Christ, therefore I am a 
Christian.

Rev Ron Larkin 
Moderator

Spot the Moderator
On the weekend of 5 and 6 April, 
the Moderator will be attending 
the National Lay Preachers’ 
Conference ‘Mandjar’ in 
Mandurah and on Wednesday 
9 will attend the WA Heads of 
Churches meeting. On Saturday 
12, he will attend the Strategy 
and Mission Planning Listening 
Session followed on Sunday, 
13 April, by taking part in the 
Palm Sunday Walk for Justice for 
Refugees. On Monday 14, he will 
be at the General Council meeting 
and then on Easter Sunday 
will preach at Dongara Uniting 
Church. In the week commencing 
Monday 28 April, the Moderator 
will attend the Annual Trans-
Tasman Moderators’ Gathering in 
New Zealand.

On Saturday 10 May, the 
Moderator will attend the Annual 
Presbytery Meeting  and the next 
day, Sunday 11 will attend the 

Induction Service for Rev Peter Johnston 
at South Perth Uniting Church.

Below: The 
Induction of  
Rev Nich 
Cole and the  
Commissioning 
of Richard  
Telfer at Trinity 
North Uniting 
Church. 



Issue 35        April 2014

Page Six

Issue 35        April 2014

Page Seven

Worthwhile work
Gary Postma

Faith in  Act ion

Just before the Christmas close of the FinUCAre office, I was 
submitting a Home Utility Grant Scheme (HUGS) application 
on our front office administrator’s computer as all the office 
computers had been stolen during a break-in.

An elderly lady came in, very distressed, and spoke to Corryn, 
our front office administrator, about her Synergy bill and her 
need to see a specialist about her medical condition who 
required payment up front or she wouldn’t be able to see him.

Prof i le

Welcoming the stranger:  
Putting it to the test
Heather Dowling

Raised in the Church of Christ 
in America, Nadia always felt 
uncomfortable with the strict rules of 
her church and the dismissive ways 
women were treated. While her journey 
has led her to becoming a Lutheran 
Pastor, there was a time in her life when 
she felt so hurt by Christianity that she 
wanted nothing to do with it at all. 

Even while struggling with alcohol and 
substance abuse, she always looked 
for meaning. But it was in the Lutheran 
Church she found a spiritual home, after 
being introduced to the denomination 
by her husband – then boyfriend. 

She’s recently written it all down her 
new book, bearing the brutal honesty 
of a life of booze, comedy clubs and 
uncertainty, to being slapped in the 
face by God onto a path that would 
still be filled with uncertainty, but that 
would eventually lead her to starting 
up her own church, the House for All 
Sinners and Saints, in Denver, Colorado, 
US. 

Speaking to me from her hometown, 
Nadia explained that her experience 
of God is that God usually shows up at 
inconvenient times. 

“In no way am I naturally somebody 
who wants to die to themselves or who 
will serve the neighbour or have an 
open heart to the stranger,” she said. 
“None of these things come naturally 
to me at all. And yet they keep sort of 
being thrust upon me in these really 
beautiful ways.

“I don’t feel like God or spirituality is 
something I’m constantly pursuing 
or striving for. It’s something that is 
attacking me over and over again in 
ways that, frankly, I’d rather avoid.

“And yet it’s like the most true thing I’ve 
ever experienced. I definitely have that 
experience of being made new over 
and over again.”

Most recently she told me about 
a minister of a Church of Christ 
congregation near an event she was 
speaking at who stood up during a Q 
and A session and apologised that she 

never found a voice in that church. 

“There’s this moment of grace and 
forgiveness and reconciliation,” she 
said.  “And I wasn’t looking for it and 
as soon as that guy stood up and said 
he was a preacher from the Church 
of Christ I started getting defensive 
thinking maybe he was going to attack 
me. This grace is just disruptive and 
inconvenient. And the most beautiful 
thing in the world.”

An element of Nadia that really 
shines in the book is her love of Mary 
Magdalene. To Nadia, Mary is a role 
model for women in an environment 
where it’s important to seek them out. 

“You have to really search for your role 
models as a woman in the church,” she 
said. “The scriptures were, from what we 
know, written so much about men by 
men. And it doesn’t mean that the church 
was about men by men at the beginning, 
it just means that’s what we have written, 
and so we really have to look.

“Being raised in a tradition where 
women weren’t supposed to speak and 
didn’t have any authority, Jesus Christ 
himself gave a woman the authority to 
preach the resurrection! What else do I 
need? She’s just wonderful.” 

Since releasing her book, Nadia’s 
congregation has been thrust into 
the limelight, attracting thousands 
of ‘church tourists’. This is something 
she struggles with as she both tries to 
welcome the stranger and care for her 
congregation’s needs. 

“If you say your church is about 
something, like we like to be about 
welcoming the stranger, you should 
really be careful about saying 
something like that because God might 
create a circumstance in which that will 
be tested to its limits every single week,” 
she said. “It’s been a challenge, but a 
beautiful opportunity at the same time.” 

In that opportunity to welcome the 
stranger, Nadia has been privileged 
to hear many stories from people who 
have felt left out by the church. But, she 
said, sometimes it is the church that 

A journey in faith is so rarely put out there in 
public for all to see. But as Pastor Nadia  
Bolz-Weber writes in her new book, “Pastrix: The 
beautiful cranky faith of a sinner  
and saint,” the truth is so much better than just 
trying to be good all the time. 

Nadia  
Bolz-Weber  
will be speaking 
at the national 
UnitingWomen 
Conference 
in Sydney this 
September.

FinUCAre patron, 
Paddi Creevey, 

and co-ordinator, 
Kim Every, look 

on as chair, 
Coral Richards, 

is congratulated 
on FinUCAre’s 

10th anniversary 
of providing 

financial 
counselling in 

the Peel Region 
by the chair 

of the Uniting 
Church in WA 

Congregational 
Community 

Services 
Commission, 
John Talbert, 
at the recent 

FinUCAre public 
meeting.

Letters
Have your say! Revive welcomes letters to the editor of 
200 words or less. Longer letters may be shortened at the 
editor’s discretion.  Write to GPO Box M952, Perth WA 6843 
or email revive@wa.uca.org.au. 

Green Earth Services offers professional cleaning in Perth 
and surrounding suburbs.  We aspire to a clean and safe 
environment. Our goal is to be an industry leader using only 
safe and environmentally friendly products.  We believe 
that our relationship with you should be an enjoyable 
experience and the results we achieve should be a source 
of  real satisfaction and a new found pride in your property.
Services provided
These include:  z�commercial office cleaning   
 z�mobile car wash  
We can be very flexible, depending on your requirements 
and preferences.
 z�special rates for not-for-profit 
        organisations
Contact us now
Phone:    0466 594 644 or 0414 714 973 
Email:    victor@gecservices.com.au 
or check out our website at www.gecservices.com.au

Perth Hills Fire
The support and contributions from the wider church and its various 
bodies after the bushfires in the Perth Hills has been much appreciated, 
especially of course by victims and by the Mundaring Congregation. 
There are resources available to prepare us for such emergencies, 
one such book I found extremely useful and I am glad I had read 
it some time ago. There is no time for it in an emergency. I hope 
you never need such insights, but every minister and church leader 
should read it.
We all need to remember that in a crisis/emergency/disaster such 
as fire or storm, crash scene etc, it is essential to stay out of the way 
and leave phone/communication lines free. Emergency personnel 
and equipment are activated. There are also teams of crisis response 
people, trained volunteers and teams of chaplains and counsellors.
In Phase 1 is chaos. That is the nature of disaster.  Patience is difficult 
and necessary.  Our contribution comes in phase 2 and later.
Ministry in Disaster Settings: Lessons from the edge, by Rev Dr 
Stephen Robinson.  
This book gives us insights into the nature and dynamics of crisis; 
the processes and procedures, the phases and responses. This could 
be an elemental disaster on a large scale, a local one, vehicular, 
major crime or private family crisis. It was particularly relevant to us 
recently but applies to all in pastoral care.
We were fortunate to have Stephen here recently and share with him 
the reactions and concerns arising from the fire. We also appreciated 
Rev Alan Stubbs and Rev Gordon Scantlebury who have provided 
ongoing support.

Rev Kira Ham Jamieson

is the only thing that can heal these 
wounds. 

“Being a part of a community that is 
accepting and human and yet totally 
centred around Jesus, you can be 
known for who you are and loved for 
that and welcomed and really needed 
in that space. That’s healing in a way 
in just leaving the church and having 
nothing to do with it never can be.” 

Looking back on her younger self, 
who knows all too well about healing, 
Nadia said that even though she was 
a train-wreck, she still has affection for 
the power of that fierce-natured girl. 

“If there was something I could go 
back and say to my younger self, it 
might be that everything’s going to be 
so much more beautiful than you can 
imagine. And just hold on.” 

Nadia Bolz-Weber will be the 
keynote speaker at the national 
UnitingWomen conference to be held 
in Sydney from 12 – 14 September.  
For more info visit  
http://unitingwomen.org.au.  

To follow her blog visit  
www.patheos.com/blogs/nadiabolzweber

Inspired?

As it is part of the agency’s procedure, we require clients to 
complete and supply certain documents such as proof of 
income, bank statements, bills and signed authorities before we 
book appointments.

I happened to overhear part of the conversation and I could see 
Corryn was wondering how we could help the client sooner. As I 
had a little time before my next client was due I felt compelled to 
do what I could to assist. 

The client’s Synergy bill was less than $100 and she just didn’t 
have the money. The client didn’t want to let on to her children 
how bad things were as she felt embarrassed and they had been 
helping her out a little already. 

I spoke to Synergy and obtained a moratorium for a few weeks 
till she could come back to see us. She also had a Telstra bill for a 
little over $100 and we were able to give her Telstra vouchers to 
the value of $100.

I encouraged her to contact the specialist to see if there were 
options for payment as some of her accounts were now under 
control.

The expression of relief on this person’s face was quite obvious 
and tissues were needed. Occasions such as these make our 
work extra worthwhile.  
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Perth is a changing city. The Committee 
for Perth, a think tank and advocate 
group for the Perth region say that 
Perth is experiencing such a high rate of 
growth, that by 2050 the city will have 
a population of 3.5 million, up from 
1.9 million. This obviously has major 
repercussions for the community, 
traffic and housing – but what about 
the church? 

Rev David Kriel, mission planner for 
the Uniting Church in WA, believes the 
church needs to think seriously about 
this future. 

“It’s very clear that there will be 
population growth in Perth,” David said. 
“Think about the implications for the 
church! We’ve already had significant 
growth in the last ten years. It seems 
that the church really did not take full 
advantage of that situation.” 

David added that currently the 
Uniting Church in WA does not reflect 
the same demographics as the wider 
community, with the average age 

of church members much 
higher than the average age 
of the population. 

These influences form part 
of the reason why the Strategy and 
Mission Planning Commission are 
undertaking this major scenario 
planning project. 

The first Listening Workshop for 
the strategy and Mission Planning’s 
‘scenario planning’ for the future of the 
Uniting Church in WA will be held on 
Saturday 12 April at Applecross Uniting 
Church. A workshop which was to be 
held on 22 March was unfortunately 
cancelled due to a clash of dates, so 
now the two workshops will be held 
on one day. 

The Listening Workshop is a vital 
event in the future of the church and 
all people associated with the Uniting 
Church in WA are invited to come and 
have their say. 

David explained that the workshop 
will consist of a morning session 

where people are invited to look 
inwards at our organisation, while the 
afternoon session will be an external 
brainstorm looking at potential 
influences in the wider community 
that will affect the church. 

“It’s important that people feel safe to 
speak out,” David said. 

The data will then be collected, 
analysed and strategic directions for 
four scenarios will be planned. 

“Our core purpose of the congregations 
is to worship, to witness and to serve. 
Now the question for us is how we are 
going to do that, and that’s where the 
key strategic directions will help us.” 

For more info and to register to be a 
part of the Listening Workshop contact 
Alice Boomer on (08) 9260 9800 or 
1300 736 692 (country callers) or email 
alice.boomer@wa.uca.org.au. 

Speak up for the future
Heather Dowling 

Churches, organisations and 
individuals will be calling for 
humane policies for asylum seekers 
and refugees in Australia this Palm 
Sunday 13 April. Palm Sunday has 
been known as a day when churches 
march for peace as it is the day Jesus 
is recognised as the King of Peace. 

A Walk for Justice for Refugees will 
take place on the streets of Perth, 
organised by the Justice4Refugees 
WA network. They are calling for 
compassion, not punishment; an 
end to offshore processing and an 
end to mandatory detention. 

The network is made up of a range 
of church and community groups 
including the Uniting Church in 
Western Australia, the Anglican 
Diocese of Perth, The Salvation 
Army, Coalition for Asylum Seekers, 
Refugees and Detainees (CARAD), 
Welcome to Australia and many more. 

“Our current asylum seeker policy is 
inhumane and unfair” said Rosemary 
Hudson Miller, associate general 
secretary of the Uniting Church in 
WA (justice). 

“Many people seeking help have 
been punished in an attempt at 

deterrence.  In the past we have led 
the world in refugee resettlement. 
Australia is now increasingly 
becoming known by its reputation 
for creating misery in the lives of 
vulnerable people. 

“It’s time for the Australian 
government to change this policy. 
Let us act with justice and respect 
for human rights.”

You are invited to join in this 
compassionate response. Gather 
in the grounds at St George’s 
Cathedral, St George’s Terrace, 
Perth at 1.00pm before taking to 
the streets and returning to the 
cathedral for prayers and reflections. 
Bring a palm frond. For more info 
visit http://justice4refugeeswa.com/
palm-sunday-walk-for-justice-for-
refugees-2014/.

The Strategy and Mission Planning Commission are 
in a process of conducting ‘scenario planning’ for 
the Uniting Church in WA. This is the second article 
in a series on this vital project. 
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Drifting in 
prayer
Heather Dowling

Rev Dr Les 
Brockway 
(second from 
left), Anthony 
Solomons 
and Derrick 
Fayers with 
their rescuers 
from the 
Westpac Surf 
Lifesaving 
Helicopter 
Rescue 
Service.

Three mates headed out to sea on 
Tuesday 4 February, not realising they 
were about to experience the ordeal of 
a lifetime. Stranded at sea for 16 hours, 
Rev Dr Les Brockway, Derrick Fayers 
and Anthony Solomons held on to 
hope through prayer and courage. 

The three men, aged 72, 78 and 60, 
set off from Woodman Point towards 
Carnac Island on one of their regular 
fishing trips, anchoring at around 
6.00pm. They had already caught a 
number of fish when Tony hooked 
quite a large one and was determined 
to land it into the boat. Meanwhile, the 
back of the boat was gradually sinking 
lower and lower. Within a few minutes 
the trio were in serious trouble. 

“There seemed to be heaps of water in 
the bottom of the boat, all under cover. 
We were in big trouble!” Les said.  “Tony 
cut his line and let the fish go.  I got a 
small bucket and began bailing out 
the water.  The bailing became frantic 
as we could not match the amount 
of water which was pouring over the 
transom area.

“Within a few minutes the boat filled 
with water and rolled over on its side.”

With not enough time to grab 
equipment to notify emergency 
services and mobile phones 
waterlogged, the situation was dire. 
One thing which did save them 
however, was a length of rope which 
Derrick grabbed as the boat sank, 
which they used to tie themselves 
together. 

With the, now upside down, boat 
slowly becoming more submerged, 
they decided to swim to Carnac Island. 
But currents would prevent them from 
swimming on shore so they spent the 
night drifting – and praying.   

“We didn’t talk too much because 
when you opened your mouth to talk 
you would just as likely get a wave 
splash into your mouth, and you 
would be gulping salt water once 
again,” Les said. 

“We had seen the sun go down earlier 
in the evening just before the boat 
sank and flipped over.  It was not too 
long before we enjoyed the moon 
and the stars, but after a few hours we 
saw the moon descending lower and 
lower towards the horizon.  It was a sad 
moment to see the moon disappear 
beyond the horizon, but inevitably it 
did. It was as if a major beacon – almost 
a friend – had departed from us.

“We kept checking on each other.  Tony 
would say, “Are you okay Derrick”?  “Yes, 
I am okay”, came the reply.  “Are you 
okay Les”?  “Yes, I’m okay”.  We seemed 

to take turns 
in checking on 
each other, to 
comfort each 
other and to 
s t r e n g t h e n 
the bonds that 
were growing 
between us.”  

T h r o u g h o u t 
the night, Les 
said that they 
always believed 
they would be 
saved. They felt 
God’s presence 

and knew they were not alone. 

“We were bound together by more than 
a rope,” he said. “We were so grateful 
to be wearing our life jackets, but we 
were buoyed by something more than 
just life jackets.  We felt strong and 
relaxed through the night, but we were 
still pleased to pray for the daylight to 
come.  So we looked towards the East 
and were delighted to start seeing a 
glow of light gradually appearing.  We 
knew that nothing significant could 
happen for our rescue until the light 
came, but once the new day came 
there were all sorts of possibilities.”

Even with the constant threat of sharks 
in the back of their minds, they stayed 
calm and waited.   

The three men were eventually rescued 
after Dirk Fayers, Derrick’s son, noticed 
them missing and alerted a rescue 
team, before being taken to Fremantle 
Hospital for treatment. With rescuers 
expecting to find three dead bodies, 
they couldn’t be happier. 

“The whole operation was beautifully 
co-ordinated.  It was all so amazingly 
efficient and caring,” Les said. 
“Obviously we were in pretty bad shape; 
thoroughly exhausted, hopelessly full 
of salted seawater, hungry and thirsty. 
We were rescued none too soon!” 

“We’ve been good mates for many 
years, but this event has bonded us 
together big time, and for the rest 
of our lives.  To have survived such a 
dramatic near-death experience has 
cemented the bonds of friendship 
very deeply.  Together, we are grateful 
to God and to all the Rescue and 
Emergency services, and to all the 
people who have expressed goodwill.”

A message of peace on Perth’s streets
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Rev Dr Les 
Brockway  
and Anthony 
Solomons 
after a 
previously 
successful 
fishing trip.



Issue 35        April 2014

Page Ten

 Regional  Focus

An open space to share passion
Bronwyn Elvery

This last Sunday I was driving 
back to the church building with a 
congregation member I normally 
pick up for our services and someone 
shouted out from a verandah, “I’ll be 
coming to church!” I did not recognise 
him but did know the person he was 
sitting with, so I called back “see you 
there” and gave him the thumbs up. 

Ten minutes later he arrived at our 
service, asked if he could share in our 
time of prayer for others when the time 
came, and introduced himself after the 
service. He was visiting Carnarvon for 
a relative’s funeral held the previous 
day. He explained he had been telling 
the relatives he was staying with that 
he wanted to attend church that day. 
Soon after, I had driven past and his 
relative had said to him “That’s a pastor, 

he’ll be back shortly with the lady he 
picks up for church”. That’s why he had 
called out a few minutes later when I 
drove back past that house. God does 
work in mysterious ways!

More generally, we have been 
pleased to welcome a number of new 
worshippers over the last few months 
and pray that this trend will continue. 
The Kid’s Club conducted together 
with the local Anglican Church on 
approximately a monthly basis has re-
started for this year and last week we 
had a number of new families attend 
which was great.

Last Easter we hosted an ‘Easter Fish 
Brekky’ in a park on the waterfront on 
the Sunday after Easter on a John 21 
theme, and this connected with some 

people who possibly might not have 
attended an ordinary church service. 
We hope to try this again this year.

Most people have recovered 
reasonably from the 2010/11 floods, 
but by the end of last year the opposite 
problem of drought was presenting 
itself. Growers were facing severe 
water restrictions until two minor 
Gascoyne River flows in January and 
February have eased things somewhat. 
Everyone is still hoping for a substantial 
river flow and also some more general 
and significant rainfall. This would 
help both the horticulturalists and 
pastoralists in this area. 

John Tomkins excercises the Ministry 
of Pastor at St Luke’s Carnarvon 
Uniting Church.

Every church in community has its 
unique challenges and the Uniting 
Church in Port Hedland is no different. 
Port Hedland is an industrial town. The 
majority of people who come to live 
here come to work and they work hard, 
long hours, odd shifts with little time 
to engage the community outside of 
their working environment and for a 
comparably short length of stay. The 
average turnover of stayers at the last 
count was 13 months. 
Some of the social issues that reflect the 
harshness of this environment include 

the high incidence of aggressive working 
environments, resulting in workers 
experiencing bullying and intimidating 
managerial tendencies; high incidence of 
hidden and exposed domestic violence, 
broken and struggling relationships, 
sexual assault, unwanted pregnancies, 
depression, isolation, and suicide.
We have found ourselves being drawn 
to the quiet, meditative, and reflective 
space for worshipping together. Along 
with a compelling awareness of the need 
to intentionally create safe and radically 
welcome spaces for the diversity of beliefs, 
lifestyles and spiritualities of the people 
who form our worshipping community. 
This involves for us the reflective 
practice of radical openness to listening, 
honouring, accepting and learning 
alongside the differences present. So 
we nurture an intentional awareness 
of some of the language, concepts and 
worship structures that we use to express 
our Christian faith that tend to stifle 
different expressions of spirituality, and 
that also cuts across the integrity of those 
different stances. Our place and space 
(despite the extreme transient nature of 

our community) consistently becomes a 
gift for those in our community for whom 
‘normal’ Christian worship is not safe, nor 
honouring of them, for whatever reason. 
We are embarked on a journey of radical 
inclusiveness. 
Open Space is one way in which this 
will be made even more possible. 
Open Space is a method of meeting 
together in which people are given the 
opportunity to create their own agenda, 
and to explore, question and respond 
to a theme or issue in whichever way 
they wish. It opens up the possibility 
of bringing passion and responsibility 
together, to share together, contribute 
to, listen and learn from each other from 
a place of difference.It also encourages 
each person to take responsibility for 
their own spiritual growth, and their 
own passions, beliefs, faith and lifestyle 
stances.
Please gently hold us in your prayers as we 
seek even more to journey within this place 
of radical inclusiveness in sacred space.

For more information about Open Space 
Technology visit www.openspaceworld.org

Carnarvon in community
John Tomkins

Regional 
Focus
North West

The Uniting Church Presbytery of WA contains ten geographical regions: 
five metro and five rural. Members within these regions gather together at 
least twice a year, in between Presbytery meetings, to build relationships 
and support each other. 

Here we put the focus on the North West Region, which includes the 
following congregations, faith communities and chaplaincies: 
Murchison Patrol (Frontier Services), Pilbara Patrol (Frontier Services), Port 
Hedland and St Luke’s Carnarvon.

Kids’ Camp Out (KCO) was all about celebrating the harvest this year, 
with children from all over WA coming together to spend time with 
their congregations and get to know people from others. In a relaxed 
atmosphere, campers, junior leaders and leaders enjoyed a weekend 
of craft, games, Godly Play storytelling, worship and singing. 

The Feast, held on the Saturday night with an extended welcome to 
people of all ages, was a vibrant celebration made all the more fun 

Celebrate the harvest 
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Want to re-create the fun of KCO at home? 
Why not make this Salad Seed Tape and 
watch your harvest grow! This was one of 
the craft activities at KCO brought along 
from Billabong Uniting Church. 

You will need:
 Newspaper

 Glue stick (non-toxic)

 Seeds – carrots, radish, chives and lettuce are great!

To make:
1.  Cut a sheet of newspaper lengthways into 10cm strips. 

2.  Fold the strip in half lengthways.

3.  Use non-toxic glue to make dots at intervals of about 
15–20cm along the newspaper on one side of the fold.

4.  Place a few seeds (2-3) on the glue dots along the length of 
the newspaper.

5.  Spread a bit more glue on the newspaper to stick the folds 
together, so you end up with one long skinny length of 
newspaper tape about 5cm wide.

6.  Place the tape in the garden and spread a thin layer (3mm) 
of soil on top. 

7.  Water regularly and wait for your crop to grow!

by the Byford Footprints Band who entertained dancing guests into 
the evening. 

This year, KCO welcomed the GKI Perth Uniting Church (Indonesian) 
congregation as a camp group attending for the first time. Ruben 
Binama, camper with GKI said that KCO was heaps of fun, especially 
the music. 

“This is a great place and I should go here every year,” he said. 

KCO was held over the weekend of 14–16 March at Advent Park, 
Maida Vale.

...into this!

Bronwyn 
Elvery 

(third form 
left) with 

members 
of the Port 

Hedland 
Uniting 
Church.

Turn this...


