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An open space to share passion
Bronwyn Elvery

This last Sunday I was driving 
back to the church building with a 
congregation member I normally 
pick up for our services and someone 
shouted out from a verandah, “I’ll be 
coming to church!” I did not recognise 
him but did know the person he was 
sitting with, so I called back “see you 
there” and gave him the thumbs up. 

Ten minutes later he arrived at our 
service, asked if he could share in our 
time of prayer for others when the time 
came, and introduced himself after the 
service. He was visiting Carnarvon for 
a relative’s funeral held the previous 
day. He explained he had been telling 
the relatives he was staying with that 
he wanted to attend church that day. 
Soon after, I had driven past and his 
relative had said to him “That’s a pastor, 

he’ll be back shortly with the lady he 
picks up for church”. That’s why he had 
called out a few minutes later when I 
drove back past that house. God does 
work in mysterious ways!

More generally, we have been 
pleased to welcome a number of new 
worshippers over the last few months 
and pray that this trend will continue. 
The Kid’s Club conducted together 
with the local Anglican Church on 
approximately a monthly basis has re-
started for this year and last week we 
had a number of new families attend 
which was great.

Last Easter we hosted an ‘Easter Fish 
Brekky’ in a park on the waterfront on 
the Sunday after Easter on a John 21 
theme, and this connected with some 

people who possibly might not have 
attended an ordinary church service. 
We hope to try this again this year.

Most people have recovered 
reasonably from the 2010/11 floods, 
but by the end of last year the opposite 
problem of drought was presenting 
itself. Growers were facing severe 
water restrictions until two minor 
Gascoyne River flows in January and 
February have eased things somewhat. 
Everyone is still hoping for a substantial 
river flow and also some more general 
and significant rainfall. This would 
help both the horticulturalists and 
pastoralists in this area. 

John Tomkins excercises the Ministry 
of Pastor at St Luke’s Carnarvon 
Uniting Church.

Every church in community has its 
unique challenges and the Uniting 
Church in Port Hedland is no different. 
Port Hedland is an industrial town. The 
majority of people who come to live 
here come to work and they work hard, 
long hours, odd shifts with little time 
to engage the community outside of 
their working environment and for a 
comparably short length of stay. The 
average turnover of stayers at the last 
count was 13 months. 
Some of the social issues that reflect the 
harshness of this environment include 

the high incidence of aggressive working 
environments, resulting in workers 
experiencing bullying and intimidating 
managerial tendencies; high incidence of 
hidden and exposed domestic violence, 
broken and struggling relationships, 
sexual assault, unwanted pregnancies, 
depression, isolation, and suicide.
We have found ourselves being drawn 
to the quiet, meditative, and reflective 
space for worshipping together. Along 
with a compelling awareness of the need 
to intentionally create safe and radically 
welcome spaces for the diversity of beliefs, 
lifestyles and spiritualities of the people 
who form our worshipping community. 
This involves for us the reflective 
practice of radical openness to listening, 
honouring, accepting and learning 
alongside the differences present. So 
we nurture an intentional awareness 
of some of the language, concepts and 
worship structures that we use to express 
our Christian faith that tend to stifle 
different expressions of spirituality, and 
that also cuts across the integrity of those 
different stances. Our place and space 
(despite the extreme transient nature of 

our community) consistently becomes a 
gift for those in our community for whom 
‘normal’ Christian worship is not safe, nor 
honouring of them, for whatever reason. 
We are embarked on a journey of radical 
inclusiveness. 
Open Space is one way in which this 
will be made even more possible. 
Open Space is a method of meeting 
together in which people are given the 
opportunity to create their own agenda, 
and to explore, question and respond 
to a theme or issue in whichever way 
they wish. It opens up the possibility 
of bringing passion and responsibility 
together, to share together, contribute 
to, listen and learn from each other from 
a place of difference.It also encourages 
each person to take responsibility for 
their own spiritual growth, and their 
own passions, beliefs, faith and lifestyle 
stances.
Please gently hold us in your prayers as we 
seek even more to journey within this place 
of radical inclusiveness in sacred space.

For more information about Open Space 
Technology visit www.openspaceworld.org

Carnarvon in community
John Tomkins

Regional 
Focus
North West

The Uniting Church Presbytery of WA contains ten geographical regions: 
five metro and five rural. Members within these regions gather together at 
least twice a year, in between Presbytery meetings, to build relationships 
and support each other. 

Here we put the focus on the North West Region, which includes the 
following congregations, faith communities and chaplaincies: 
Murchison Patrol (Frontier Services), Pilbara Patrol (Frontier Services), Port 
Hedland and St Luke’s Carnarvon.

Kids’ Camp Out (KCO) was all about celebrating the harvest this year, 
with children from all over WA coming together to spend time with 
their congregations and get to know people from others. In a relaxed 
atmosphere, campers, junior leaders and leaders enjoyed a weekend 
of craft, games, Godly Play storytelling, worship and singing. 

The Feast, held on the Saturday night with an extended welcome to 
people of all ages, was a vibrant celebration made all the more fun 

Celebrate the harvest 
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Want to re-create the fun of KCO at home? 
Why not make this Salad Seed Tape and 
watch your harvest grow! This was one of 
the craft activities at KCO brought along 
from Billabong Uniting Church. 

You will need:
 Newspaper

 Glue stick (non-toxic)

 Seeds – carrots, radish, chives and lettuce are great!

To make:
1.  Cut a sheet of newspaper lengthways into 10cm strips. 

2.  Fold the strip in half lengthways.

3.  Use non-toxic glue to make dots at intervals of about 
15–20cm along the newspaper on one side of the fold.

4.  Place a few seeds (2-3) on the glue dots along the length of 
the newspaper.

5.  Spread a bit more glue on the newspaper to stick the folds 
together, so you end up with one long skinny length of 
newspaper tape about 5cm wide.

6.  Place the tape in the garden and spread a thin layer (3mm) 
of soil on top. 

7.  Water regularly and wait for your crop to grow!

by the Byford Footprints Band who entertained dancing guests into 
the evening. 

This year, KCO welcomed the GKI Perth Uniting Church (Indonesian) 
congregation as a camp group attending for the first time. Ruben 
Binama, camper with GKI said that KCO was heaps of fun, especially 
the music. 

“This is a great place and I should go here every year,” he said. 

KCO was held over the weekend of 14–16 March at Advent Park, 
Maida Vale.

...into this!

Bronwyn 
Elvery 

(third form 
left) with 

members 
of the Port 

Hedland 
Uniting 
Church.

Turn this...
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After receiving a rug while cold and 
studying interstate, Genevieve Blair 
decided she could help others who also 
needed a warm hug through her Rugs 
for Hugs program. Her initiative has led 
her to win the Caring in the Community 

award at the 2013 Young 
People Who Care Awards. 

Genevieve, year 12 student 
at Penrhos College, rallied 
her peers to make the rugs 
which are then distributed by 
UnitingCare West to children 
in foster care, refugees 
and other people in need. 
Students only need to donate 
a few hours of their time a 
week to help make the rugs, 
which take around 2 hours 
each to make and are easy to 
learn how to do. 

A piece of material is cut in half with 
cuts added around the edges and knots 
tied around it to complete. From there, 
the rugs are donated and passed on 
to someone who can treasure them 

and can keep as their own. Around 
50 students at the school regularly 
volunteer their time to help out with 
this worthy cause and each rug costs 
around $5 to produce. 

Genevieve said that the aim of the rugs 
is to provide so much more than relief 
from the cold. 

“The rugs provide both a physical and 
emotional hug and so far the response 
from the school has been really good 
and we’ve had hundreds of rugs made,” 
she said. 

Renee Poetschka, community service 
co-ordinator at the school, nominated 
Genevieve for the award last year. 

For more information on the Young 
People Who Care Awards, visit http://
youngpeoplewhocare.com.au. 

 F i rst  Third

Rugs for hugs 

Palm Sunday pony rides 
Spearwood Uniting Church is inviting people of all ages to join in the fun on Palm Sunday at 
their all age service. An outdoor service will be held on the church grounds, followed by free 
pony rides for the kids and a barbeque brunch and morning tea. 

Playing on an old tradition of riding a donkey into church on Palm Sunday as a retelling of the 
story of Jesus riding into Jerusalem, the pony rides will add a fun flair to the day. 

Paul Montague, First Third specialist for the Metro South Region, said the morning will be an 
opportunity for the church to share its space with the community. 

“Our vision and our strategy at Spearwood is about utilising this wonderful space we have in 
a very prominent and visible place. Part of that is being a kind of ‘village square’ and having a 
sense of open house where neighbours can just drop in,” Paul said. 

“It’s a way of being hospitable to the neighbours.”

All are welcome at this community event at Spearwood Uniting Church, 330 Rockingham Rd, 
starting at 9.30am.

Cool Burn:  
Camp with a difference 
Cool Burn, an intercultural camp for 
young people will be held from Saturday 
17–Sunday 18 May. For young people 
aged 13 and up, the camp will be an 
opportunity to learn about intercultural 
issues and to get to know other Uniting 
Church young people from a diverse 
range of backgrounds. 

Rev Tony Floyd, national director of 
Multicultural and Cross-cultural Ministry 
with the Uniting Church in Australia will 
be leading a session as will local leaders 
such as Rev Tony Keva, Paul Montague, 
Milton Wynne, Judy Sanderson and Rev 
David Kriel. 

An activity of Multicultural Ministry 
and First Third Ministry, Cool Burn will 
be full of new friendships, leadership 
opportunities, inspiration, activities, 
surprises, fun and food. You will also be 
able to connect to a network of other 
young people passionate about faith 
and intercultural activities. 

Rick Morrell, First Third team leader at the 
Uniting Church in WA said that the camp 
will be a lasting experience for attendees. 

“The hope for Cool Burn is that the 
young people who attend will form 
lasting connections which will grow 
deeper over time,” he said. 

Cool Burn will be held at Alfred Hines 
Seaside Camp, Hymus St, Rockingham 
from 10.00am Saturday 17 May–12noon 
Sunday 18 May. Cost is $25. For more 
information and to register contact Rev 
Dr Emanuel Audisho or Rick Morrell 
on (08) 9260 9800 or 1300 736 692 for 
country callers.

All rugged up: 
Genevieve Blair 

makes rugs 
to donate to 

UnitingCare West.

First Third 
dates for  
your diary

40 Developmental Assets 
Saturday 21 June  
10.00am – 3.30pm 
St Peter & Emmaus, Joondanna
Price: $50.00 includes lunch
Registration by 16 June to Janine.
mcdonald@wa.uca.org.au

God of Sea and Sky: 
Environment and Faith 
Conference
26 – 27  July
St Luke’s Anglican Parish  
Mosman Park, 20 Monument Street 
Mosman Park.
Price: to be announced.
More information: visit the Facebook 
page, email Jessica.morthorpe@
wa.uca.org.au or phone 0409 503 369

Faith Formation 2020  
Saturday 23 August. 
Note: a seminar for clergy and 
denominational leadership will be 
held on Friday 22 August
9.30am – 4.00pm
St Peter & Emmaus, Joondanna
Price: $90.00 (Includes lunch)Look out for this brochure coming your way.

Experience the wonder 
A new batch of enthusiastic Godly Play 
storytellers have recently been trained 
up, at the Godly Play Training held over 
the long weekend, Saturday 1–Monday 3 
March. 

Godly Play is a form of storytelling which 
invites the listener into the story, to 
wonder about the story in their own way 
and to interact and respond with it. There 
are no Bible verses to memorise or forced 
interpretations of the story onto the child, 
rather they are encouraged to listen in a 
quiet reflective space and interpret it in 
their own way. After the telling of the 
story, in which the storyteller uses no eye 
contact so as to keep listeners focussed 
on the story and its props, the children 

are then encouraged to respond in any 
way they want to, perhaps using craft 
supplies provided.

Pamela Crass, from Busselton Uniting 
Church, has over 15 years’ experience in 
children’s ministry and participated in the 
training for the first time. She said the skills 
she has learnt will be a valuable asset to 
her congregation, who are planning to 
start using Godly Play in place of Sunday 
School in the near future.  

“We weren’t just sitting there listening, we 
were actually very involved,” she said. 

At first it was a little daunting, but once I got 
into it and I could understand the concept 
of not having eye contact it made it easier.”

Pamela believes that Godly Play is the way 
forward in ministry with children. 

“The Godly Play training is definitely the 
way of the future for being able to share 
God’s message with children,” she said. “It’s 
actually teaching the scriptures in a more 
modern, more interactive way.

“It lets children have a chance to express 
their thoughts and feelings. It speaks to 
them in all different ways. Doing it this 
way allows everyone to have their own 
perception.” 

For more information on Godly Play visit 
http://godlyplay.org.au or contact the 
First Third Team at the Uniting Church in 
WA on (08) 9260 9800 or 1300 736 692. 


