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ALL’S WELL, 
DENMARK 
Lovely riverfront holiday home 
1km from town. Sleeps 8 
comfortably.  All linen provided. 
Phone David & Margaret  
9291 8240 for details,   
9848 2055 for bookings or  
visit www.denmark.com.au 
COLOMBERIE B&B 
near Bunbury.  In quiet bushland 
cul-de-sac with lovely garden. 
See award winning website 
www.colomberie.com  
Phone Sandra Pigott on  
9795 7734 or 0400 772 086 

MANDURAH 
HOLIDAY VILLA  
Great for Seniors! Close to 
town & attractions. Seniors’ 
off-peak rates. Mod, no stairs, 
air-con, parking, secure! N/s, 
no pets. Ring Ken for details 
and bookings. 9407 8148 or 
kentasker@westnet.com.au

AUGUSTA 
RIVERMOUTH AREA  
For anyone needing a quiet 
break, a self-contained ground 
ÁRRU����EHGURRP����ODUJH�
bedsitting room)is available. 
Donation to cover costs. 
Phone Jessie Allen-Williams  
on 9758 1276. 

HOLIDAY ACCOMODATION

 Reviews and Blogs

Reviews
 
 
In Defence of Doubt: 
An Invitation to 
Adventure (2nd 
edition) by Val Webb

“In my heart there is no 
faith…  I want God with 
all the powers of my soul  
– and yet there between us – there is terrible 
separation.  I don’t pray any longer – my soul is 
not one with you.”   Readers might be surprised 
that the great Mother Teresa wrote these words, 
addressed to Jesus, in the midst of a long and 
deep struggle with doubt.  

Val’s style is uncomplicated and very accessible.  
She sets out first to explain the importance of 
doubt in every discipline.  Without doubt and 
questioning, we would have no new knowledge 
or human progress.  And yet so many in the 
church seem to fear it. 

After introducing the concept, Val identifies 
some of those throughout Christian history 
who struggled to interpret the good news for 
their time. In this second edition, she has added 
another chapter of doubters, including many 
women.   

If you have ever doubted, ever questioned 
inconsistencies or the implications of church 
doctrine, this is the book for you.  Instead of 
seeing your questions as evil, you will receive 
permission to explore your Christian faith and 
be open to new and exciting possibilities.  You 
may discover, as I did, that your faith becomes 
deeper and more substantial than ever before. 

Karyl Davison

Making Sense of Sex: 
Attitudes towards 
Sexuality in Early Jewish 
and Christian Literature
by William Loader
I was recently sitting in a 
trendy cafe, reading my 
review copy of Making Sense 
of Sex. It was a somewhat 
embarrassing moment, sat in public view 
reading a book about sex and early Jewish and 
Christian literature. I was convinced that those 
around me were thinking ‘what a lunatic’ as 
everyone knows the Christian position on sex; 
that is: somewhere between vehemently and 
slightly opposed. For many of us within the 
Christian tradition, this opposition sits in direct 
contrast to our understanding and experience 
of the God of life. 
There is very little reliable information about 
how the early Jewish and Christian communities 
understood sexuality. The debates that have raged 
in our churches have been ideologically driven; 
using scripture to prove our point, whichever side 
of the debate we are on. William embarked on a 
five-year research project with the aim of listening 
to the early Jewish and Christian communities 
understanding of sexuality.
This book is a distillation of his five-year 
research project. William invites the church 
to engage what was said two thousand years 
ago, with a view to enabling more informed 
choices and perspectives on what it means to 
be a responsible sexual being today. This is an 
excellent volume for any lay-theologian, and 
congregational members, wishing to listen to 
these ancient communities.

Richard Telfer

The Swedish Atheist, 
the Scuba Diver and 
other Apologetic Rabbit 
Trails, by Randal Rauser

Readers are invited to join 
this author in an imaginary 
conversation over coffee 
with an atheist named 
Sheridan. In real life the 
author is a professor of theology teaching 
in the area of apologetics. Apologetics is a 
branch of theology that defends Christian 
beliefs and critiques opposing belief systems. 
It tends to cast those who do not agree as 
opponents. 

Randal wants to move away from scoring 
points or winning arguments over opponents, 
to talking about ideas in a non-threatening 
way. He develops an understanding of 
apologetics as “the rigorous pursuit of truth 
in conversation.” His desire to model pursuit 
of truth, that is not inhibited by an “I am 
right and you are wrong” attitude, led to the 
writing of this book. 

As the book is an imagined conversation, and 
not a carefully argued treatise, it is highly 
discursive and has many twists and turns. 
The parties show respect for one another 
and recognise the importance, in any area of 
belief, of asking questions and being ready to 
examine ideas different from one’s own. But 
not all readers are likely to have the patience 
to follow the somewhat aimless inter-weaving 
of ideas.

John Meredith

I am… 

https://theresurgence.com/2013/01/09/i-am

I’d take a gamble that almost 
everyone has asked themselves 
the question “Who am I?” 
at some point in their life. 
Unfortunately we don’t have 
the liberty to answer that 
question with “I am, that I am.” 
Pastor Mark Driscoll explores 
this topic with a recap on 
the movie Memento, and 
how sometimes our lack of 
knowledge on who we are can 
have disastrous effects.

What is your secret name? 

http://www.johnbarrettblog.com/secret-
name/

What belongs to you, but is 
used more by other people? 
You’ve probably heard this 
one before! Yes, it’s your name. 
What’s in a name? There are 
numerous occasions in the 
Bible where God changed an 
individual’s name to suit their 
destiny. No doubt, we all have 
a name given to us by our 
parents, but then there are 
names, sometimes negative 
names given to us by society, 

people who think they know 
us, label us, sometimes very 
incorrectly. In this blog John 
Barrett explores identity and the 
power in a name.

I, human 

http://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/
video/178708547908/I-Human-Ep1

SBS presents a series on the 
amazing and complex human 
body. The episodes take us 
on a journey of exploration 
into ourselves using real life 
sequences, ground-breaking 
technology and ground-
breaking medical procedures. 

It expands our perceptions of 
what our minds and bodies are 
capable of and pushes the norm 
to new limits.

Redemption pictures

http://redemptionpictures.com/

This is refreshing look at the 
Christian journey of Micah 
Murray. In his blog, he shares his 
take on God, which has evolved 
from a God of judgment to one 
of abundant grace and love. He 
likens life to one big movie, in 
which God is the orchestrator 
and director. 

Messages from the aether
What people are blogging Inonge Muyamwa

News

“Instead of asking what 
the church can offer 
young people,” Dr Alec 
O’Connell, headmaster of 
Scotch College said, “we 
should be asking, what 
the young people can 
offer the church.

“They are walking and 
living theologians, but 
we need to give them the 
structure,” Alec added. 

Thus began Summer 
Spirit, WA’s annual event 
which this year revolved 
around the theme 
‘Shaping our future’. 
Rather than exchanging 
scenarios based on 
future studies, the 
conversations revolved 
around identity and 
relationship building, 
meaning making, and 
the realisation that the 
church’s task is to lay the 
foundations of “a future 
not our own.” 

Rev Dr Ian Price, newly 
appointed convenor of 
the Assembly Faith and 
Discipleship Working 
Group and CEO of 
MediaCom, described the 
situation as “everything 
old is new again.”  He 
said that the church in 
Australia finds itself in 
another turning point in 
history, when it needs to 
align itself in the face of 
a hostile world and the 
explosion of knowledge. 

On the other hand, he said 
the church is declining, 
financially strapped, 
struggling to know what 
to do with staff. It is guilty 
and anxious, knowing 

that people, particularly 
the youth, think of it as 
hypocritical, focused on 
conversion, homophobic, 
sheltered, too political 
and judgemental.

Citing Robert Schnase’s 
Five Practices of Fruitful 
Congregations, he 
encouraged “radical 
hospitality, passionate 
worship, intentional faith 
development, risk taking 
mission and service, and 
extravagant generosity.” 

The world needs what 
church can offer: open, 
healing communities 
where people see 
meaning and purpose 
into the fabric of daily 
living, pointed out 
Sharonne Price, author of 
The Pastoral Partners.  

Speaking about what 
she would take away 
from the weekend, Coral 
Richards, a Summer 
Spirit attendee, said, 
“A person is a person 
because of people.” Hers 
was a response to Gary 
van Heerden, chaplain 
of the Presbyterian 
Ladies College, who in a 
reflection stressed how 
“personhood evolves 
in an interconnected 
community.” 

The event was held at 
Scotch College and All 
Saints Floreat from 14 
–16 February. 

For a copy of Ian Price’s 
talk on DVD contact  
Marie Yuncken at 
m.yuncken@aapt.net.au. 

Shaping a future  
not our own
Sophia Lizares

Come and Celebrate EASTER
with Uniting Church in the City of Perth

Rev Dr Ian Price spoke 
at Summer Spirit on 
‘every old is new again’

160th Anniversary at Gingin 
Marian Crew

Gingin Uniting Church 
(formerly a Methodist 
Church of Australia) is one 
of Western Australia’s most 
historic rural churches, 
and will be celebrating 
160 years since the first 
service was held. A service 
will be held at 10.00am on 
Sunday 13 July led by a 
former minister, Rev Harry 
Lucas, with an address 
given by the moderator, 
Rev Ron Larkin. We will 
also be dedicating a 
stained glass window in 
the porch on that day and 
sharing a light lunch. 
Gingin was first settled 
around 1850 and soon 
after this a group of 
Methodists started 
meeting. The first service 
was conducted in July 
1854 at the homestead 
“Creaton”, by the Rev 
William Lowe, who 
travelled the 50 miles from 
Perth on horseback. At this 
service, nine children were 
baptised.
The last resident missioner, 
Neville Creagh left in 1953 
and since that time the 

church has continued, 
thanks to the services 
of visiting missioners, 
ministers, theological 
students, lay preachers 
and members of the 
congregation.
In 2014, our church 
continues to be 
maintained by a 
small, but enthusiastic 
congregation, with 
outreach to the local 

community and beyond, 
and we hope it will 
continue to do so for 
many years to come.
Anyone with past 
association with the 
church is very welcome 
to attend the celebration. 
For more information 
please contact the 
secretary, Marian Crew on 
9575 1357.

Where?
Ross Memorial Uniting Church  
cnr Colin and Hay Sts, West Perth 
Trinity Uniting Church  
72 St George’s Terrace, Perth
Wesley Uniting Church  
cnr Hay & William Sts, Perth

More 
information?

Phone  
6103 4222

www.perthunitingchurch.org.au

Maundy Thursday 17 April
 7.00pm   Tenebrae Service at Wesley Uniting Church with Wesley Choir and  
  Angela Currie (organ)

Good Friday 18 April
Trinity Church 8.30am   Afrikaanse Goeie Vrydag Nagmaalsdiens
 10.00am   Good Friday Service featuring Faure’s Requiem with Lux et Veritas &   
  Camerata 1685 conducted by Jangoo Chapkhana 
Wesley Church 10.00am   Good Friday Service featuring the choir of Wesley and  
  Angela Currie (organ) 
 5.30pm   Good Friday Reflection – service of readings and instrumental 
  music featuring Krista Low (cello) and Angela Currie (piano/  
  organ) with works by Max Bruch & Mark Isaacs
Easter Sunday 20 April  
 6.30 am  Dawn Easter Service, Roe Gardens, Kings Park
Trinity Church   8.30am  Afrikaanse Opstandingsdiens
 10.00am   Easter Celebration featuring Priscilla Cornelius (soprano),   
  Rochelle Phipps (trumpet) and Jangoo Chapkhana (organ) 
Ross Memorial Church 9.30am   Easter Celebration
Wesley Church  10.00am   Easter Celebration with the Wesley Choir, Wesley brass quintet and   
  Angela Currie (organ)
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Theology

Discovery of self
News

The passing of a true gentleman
Heather and Terry Flint

Forward thinking project 
boosts care and education
Juniper, an agency of 
the Uniting Church in 
WA and one of WA’s 
largest providers of 
retirement, residential 
and home aged care 
services has recently 
opened Perth’s newest 
integrated retirement 
living, community care 
and professional training 
facility.   

Juniper was looking to 
the future of retirement 
living and created an 
adaptable apartment 
design for all 16 units 
at Ron Wilson House 
to enable residents to 
remain in their home 
as they age and their 
requirements change. 

Juniper will also 
deliver state-of-the-art 

education and training 
facilities in partnership 
with Curtin University 
through the Juniper 
Simulation Centre 
located at Ron Wilson 
House. 

The facility’s name pays 
tribute to Sir Ronald 
Darling Wilson, a former 
high court judge, human 
rights campaigner and a 
Uniting Church leader.

“In 1977, Ron became 
the first moderator of 
the WA Synod of the 
Uniting Church, a role 
he fulfilled for two years 
and during this time 
he was knighted for his 
community service,” 
Vaughan Harding, chief 
executive at Juniper said.

Frontier Services has 
announced that it is the 
official Charity Partner for 
the Sydney to London 
Classic Marathon Rally. 
Around 40 cars will travel 
the first two legs of the 
event from Sydney to Perth.

Competitors from all over 
the world compete in 
this long distance event. 
There will be a show 
of the seminal classic 
rally cars of the 1960s, 
1970s and 1980s. Ford 
Escorts, Datsun 240Zs, 
Ford Mustangs, Porsche 
911s and more will tackle 
16,000 kilometres of 

roads in 8 countries over 
30 days.

The rally kick starts on April 
12 from Sydney Harbour 
and teams will cover 7,750 
kilometres to get to Perth 
over 12 days. Cars and 
crew will then be airlifted 
to Turkey where they 
resume competition via 
Bulgaria, Serbia, Croatia, 
Italy, France and finally 
London. The journey 
takes about 4 weeks to 
complete.

National Development 
Manager Grahame Ryan 
said, “We are thrilled 

to be partnering with 
the Sydney to London 
Marathon Classic Rally. 
It is an iconic event that 
is a perfect fit for the 
mission and work of 
Frontier Services. The 
rally touches the people 
and the communities 
that we support all year 
round.”

For more information on 
the Sydney to London 
Classic Marathon 
Rally, visit www.
frontierservices.org or 
http://www.transworld 
historicrallying.com/. 

‘Who am I?’  The issue of identity is a vexing one, complex and simple at the same time.  Over the last 
century and a half, psychologists have grappled with the notion of identity and human behaviour, 
previously the domain of philosophers and theologians.  The Psychoanalytic approach suggested 
that who we are is determined by unconscious conflicts that exist within us, most of which we are 
not even aware.  Behaviourists reject this approach, focussing only on human behaviour that can 
be observed.  

‘Who we are’ is explained by what we have learnt.  Behaviours continue if rewarded but decrease 
if punished.  The Cognitive approach says that how we think about the world and ourselves 
determines who we are.  Errors in cognition (thinking) are to blame for many of the troubles we 
face.  The Humanistic approach has an overwhelmingly positive view of human beings, suggesting 
that by and large, all things being equal, we will strive for self-actualisation, to better ourselves and 
will search for meaning in our lives.  

I have struggled to find among these psychological theories a satisfactory answer to the question 
‘Who am I?’, so I turn to the Zulu proverb ‘Umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu’, which translates ‘a person 
is a person because of people’.  Through our daily, often mundane actions, interacting with the 
people around us, we construct a sense of self.  ‘Who I am’ is the result of a process of engaging and 
connecting with people in communities that I belong to.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s poem, ‘Who am I?’, written while incarcerated and shortly before his execution 
in Nazi Germany, captures the complexity of our identity beautifully. 

Frontier Services official charity partner 
of Sydney to London rally

Who am I?
They often tell me I stepped from my cell’s confinement
calmly, cheerfully, firmly,
like a squire from his country house.

Who am I?
They often tell me I used to speak to my warders
freely and friendly and clearly,
as though it were mine to command.

Who am I?
They also tell me I bore the days of misfortune
equably, smilingly, proudly, like one accustomed to win. 
Am I then really that which other men tell of?
Or am I only what I myself know of myself? 
Restless and longing and sick, like a bird in a cage,
struggling for breath, as though hands were compressing my throat, 
yearning for colours, for flowers, for the voices of birds,
thirsting for words of kindness, for neighbourliness, 
tossing in expectations of great events,
powerlessly trembling for friends at an infinite distance, 
weary and empty at praying, at thinking, at making, 
faint, and ready to say farewell to it all.

Who am I? 
This or the Other?
Am I one person today and tomorrow another? 
Am I both at once? A hypocrite before others,
and before myself a contemptible woebegone weakling? 
Or is something within me still like a beaten army 
fleeing in disorder from victory already achieved?

Who am I?
They mock me, these lonely questions of mine. 
Whoever I am, Thou knowest, 0 God, I am thine!

These uncertainties, contradictions, insecurities, all too familiar to 
many of us, are the source of the discovery of who we are.

Rev Gary van Heerden is chaplain at Presbyterian Ladies’ College.

Dietricht Bonhoeffer

Juniper’s new facility, Ron Wilson House in Bentley.

Norman Greenway born 
in Cheshire, England on 15 
October 1923, passed away 
peacefully in Glen Craig 
nursing home, Albany on 1 
February 2014.

Norman met his wife, 
Eileen, at a dance where 
Eileen’s mother was 
assisting with catering.  
He asked Eileen’s mother 
whether he could walk 
Eileen home.  Mother said 
OK, but warned Eileen not 
to trust him because he 
had a dimple in his chin.

In the early 50s, along 
with their two children, 
they immigrated to 

Australia, to a promised 
position at Kwinana.  On 
arrival the position was 
no longer available and 
Norm travelled to Rocky 
Gully in a motor bike 
and side car to take up 
employment building 
settlement homes.  Eileen 
and children followed and 
the family lived in tents for 
some time at Rocky Gully.

Eventually they moved to 
12 acres on Bottlebrush 
Road, Albany, and lived in 
a caravan until Norm was 
able to build the house.  
They lived here until recent 
years when they both had 

to move into care.

Norm and Eileen spent 
some time in New Guinea 
as mission workers. 
They were also founding 
members of the Lockyer 
Church and later on Norm 
was the builder who 
erected the church hall.

Norm was always the 
gentleman, well liked and 
respected.   He greatly 
missed his life partner, 
Eileen, who passed away 
on 8 December 2013.  They 
are both sadly missed by 
those who knew them, 
but we celebrate their 
lives lived for their Lord.

50 years service as organist
In 1964, Glenn Coughlan 
was invited to be 
foundation organist at 
Nedlands Methodist 
Church when its pipe organ, 
built by Paul Hufner, was 
installed. The organ was 
refurbished and extended 
in 1996 by John Larner and 
is now being maintained by 
Graham Devenish of Pipe 
Organs WA Ltd. 

Glenn has seen many 
changes during his fifty 
years there: from Nedlands 
Methodist to Aldersgate to 
Nedlands Uniting Church 
with various ministers. 

The church choir, under 

Glenn’s leadership, has 
sung numerous sacred 
works and, combined with 
a small orchestra, has led 
many special services, 
especially on Christmas Eve 
each year when hundreds 
of people 
have attended 
and given 
g e n e r o u s 
support to 
the Christmas 
Bowl Appeal. 

A morning tea 
to celebrate 
Glenn’s Jubilee 
A n n i ve r s a r y 
was held at 
the church 

Joint formation  
program begins
Kerry George
Perth Theological Hall 
(PTH) has embarked upon 
an ecumenical venture 
this year with a joint 
ministerial formation 
program with Wollaston 
Anglican College. 
Dr Alex Jensen of PTH 
said, “We hope that 
the two traditions will 
enrich each other and 
that the larger student 
cohort will benefit from 
greater possibilities for 
interaction.  It also makes 
sense to combine the 
limited resources of the 
two churches with the 
whole being greater than 
the parts.”

In the first semester, 
Anglican and Uniting 
students will explore 
the role of the minister 
as educator. Already 
the Uniting Church 
candidates enjoyed 
teaching sessions 
with Dave Male on 26 
February. 
The program was 
designed by both 
faculties drawing on the 
expertise and resources 
of both churches. The 
joint program will be 
reviewed at the end of the 
semester with extensive 
feedback sought from all 
involved.

on Sunday 23 February. 
Previously, the choir had 
a special supper to thank 
Glenn for his long and 
faithful service to the 
church as organist and 
choir director. 

Glenn Coughlan celebrates 50 years of 
divine musicat Nedlands Uniting Church



The invitation to travel to Canberra to 
attend a vigil on the lawns of Parliament 
House on 18 March 2014 was extended 
to Uniting Church people throughout 
Australia. I was on long service leave 
pending retirement at the time, so I was 
free to travel to this national event. My 
husband Robin and I travelled to Canberra 
as representatives of the WA Synod.  

The vigil was part of ‘A Destiny Together: 
A Week of Prayer and Fasting for 
Justice for First Peoples. It was planned 
by the Uniting Church Assembly in 
response to the stories of suffering 
from Indigenous people affected by 
the government Intervention in the 
Northern Territory and the subsequent 
Stronger Futures legislation. 

The opportunity to gather with First 

and Second Peoples from many church 
communities across this land was 
appealing, but when I remembered the 
vigil was part of a week of prayer and 
fasting I became apprehensive about 
what that would require of me. The 
Assembly provided resources including 
a practical guide to fasting. I was 
reminded that fasting was a personal 
discipline to assist the participant to 
pray. Daily prayer reflections focused 
on the call for justice for First Peoples. 
With the resources packed in my bag 
we set off. 

Our accommodation was at University 
House. On the morning of the vigil we 
met people who had travelled from 
various parts of the country to attend 
the event. As we travelled together 
to the venue the anticipation grew as 

people greeted one another. 

While we waited for the vigil to begin 
Robin and I yarned with Auntie Mona 
Olsson, originally from Mimili in the 
Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara 
(APY) Lands in the north-west corner of 
South Australia. Auntie Mona is one of 
the Stolen Generations, having spent 
time at the Colebrook Home in Quorn, 
managed by the United Aborigines’ 
Mission (UAM). Auntie Mona lives 
in Adelaide and is a respected Elder 
with the South Australian Uniting 
Aboriginal and Islander Christian 
Congress (UAICC). 

The vigil began with Auntie Agnes 
Shea assuring us we were welcome 
to leave our footprints on Ngunnawal 
country. Rev Professor Andrew Dutney, 
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So all may see a destiny together  
Alison Longworth

The gift of being UnitingWorld natio   
 Kerry Enright

president of the Uniting Church in 
Australia acknowledged the welcome 
and paid his respect to the elders, 
past and present while Rev Rronang 
Garrawarra, national chairperson of 
the UAICC gave the greeting. 

In a very moving part of the vigil 
participants were invited to mark one 
another with ash, the First Peoples were 
invited to move to the centre of the 
community and the Second Peoples 
to gather around them for the prayer 
of confession. We acknowledged the 
dispossession of land, language and 
culture experienced by the First Peoples 
and the way the Christian church was 
complicit and actively involved in 
this. The prayer was followed by the 
declaration of forgiveness, a prayer for 
reconciliation and the sharing of the 
peace.  And so the service continued 
with the proclamation of the Word and 
the breaking of bread. 

To share together in this sacramental 

moment with First and Second 
Peoples who had travelled from so 
many parts of the country was a rare 
and privileged experience. 

At the conclusion of the vigil we 
travelled to Wesley Uniting Church 
where a light lunch was served. 
Through the afternoon there was 
much sharing of stories and music. 
Before long it was time for people to 
leave their footprints in Canberra and 
begin the journey home. 

Since returning to my home on 
Nyungar land, I continue to reflect on 
the phrase from the Uniting Church 
Preamble to the Constitution. It refers 

nal director
In April, I conclude seven years as 
National Director of UnitingWorld to 
take up congregational ministry.  As I 
look towards that role, one of my first 
thoughts concerns how I will enable 
the congregation to engage globally.  

How will I support children and 
adults who have been baptised to 
meet, at least in their imagination, 
their brothers and sisters in faith 
across the globe?  How I will I help 
those coming for confirmation to 
have a deep sense of being bound to 
people beyond their locality?  How 
will I help nourish disciples to act 
with the people suffering injustice 
not reported in popular media? 
How will I guide the congregation 
in experiencing God beyond the 
constraints of Western culture? 

Yes, some of these things will happen as 
they meet their neighbours, people of 

diverse cultures and faiths, right on their 
doorsteps.  And their relationship with the 
First Peoples will remain fundamental.

Yet there is much more. 

The last seven years have populated my 
life with fellow pilgrims.  I now journey 
with the young woman in Maluku, 
Indonesia, who with her family ran from 
their long-owned home, alerted by the 
sound of an approaching angry crowd.  
They never returned. They made it to 
the wharf, the women crossing the bay 
by boat and the men swimming, with 
the sound of bullets pinging the water 
around them.  She spent five years in a 
refugee camp, initially with intense fear 
and hatred of Muslims.  However, she 
gathered the courage to reach towards 
Muslim people and formed with them 
a group for reconciliation.  

I journey with the group of women I met 
in Juba, South Sudan. Their country has 
known more than a generation of war 
and the statistics suggest hopelessness:  
the worst maternal health figures 
in the world;  90% illiteracy outside 
the three main centres;  and poor 
infrastructure typified by the less than 
100km of sealed road in a country the 
size of France.  The older women I met 
knew all this, for they had experienced 
it at its most agonising.  Yet their hope 
was evident, feeding a quiet and fierce 
determination that they would do their 
best to make it different. 

These people and many others have 
led me to understand my faith, the 
Bible and the church differently.  My 
temptation to lassitude now has the 
antidote of countless stories of courage.  
My doubt, such a natural part of faith, 
runs up against my experience of 
changed lives now bringing change in 
the most unpromising circumstances.  
A safe, placid and compliant faith 
makes even less sense now.

Perhaps most of all, amid the secularity 
of Australia and New Zealand, I have a 
strong sense of the burgeoning dynamic 
nature of the Christian movement 
world-wide.  80% of the world is 
publicly religious.  Australia, New 
Zealand and other descendants of the 
Enlightenment are islands of secularity 
in a vast sea of religion, especially in 
our part of the world.  Even Western 
scholarship no longer propounds the 
long-held view that affluence and 
education inherently secularise.  

The faith handed to us via largely 
Western thinking is changing.  The 
silverfish will finally consume the 
fading posters of a Scandinavian Jesus 
pinned to the walls of our church 
halls.  Instead, we are engaging with 
a Christ seen through Asian, African 
and Latin American eyes, through the 
sheer dint of population numbers and 
their dynamism.   A new church is built 
in China every three days, following 
Africa’s experience of Christ.

Even from New Zealand, where I am 
going, I will look to UnitingWorld to 
give me stories to tell week by week, the 
names of people to pray with, churches 
with which our older and younger 
people can volunteer, issues about 
which to advocate, justice to be part of, 
opportunities for sacrificial giving, and 
most of all for a sense of the dynamic, 
life-changing, burgeoning movement 
of which our congregation is a part.

What’s next for 
UnitingWorld?

The Uniting Church in Australia’s 
Assembly Standing Committee has 
approved Rob Floyd’s appointment 
as UnitingWorld’s next national 
director. UnitingWorld National 
Committee chairs, Dr Andrew 
Glenn and Dr Sureka Goringe, have 
welcomed the announcement.

Rob Floyd, who has worked 
for UnitingWorld’s Relief and 
Development Unit for eight years 
and has led the unit since 2010, 
is honoured to take up the role of 
national director and is looking 
forward to continuing the Uniting 
Church in Australia’s long term 
commitment to the global church.

to our Covenant relationship, designed 
“so all may see a destiny together, 
praying and working together for a 
fuller expression of our reconciliation 
in Jesus Christ.” 
The journey to reconciliation continues… 

(Left) Auntie Mona Olssen, Rev Dr Alison 
Longworth and Robin Longworth before the  
vigil at Parliament House in Canberra.
(Top) Rev Rronang Garrawurra, chairperson 
National Uniting Aboriginal and Islander 
Christian Congress, and Rev Prof Andrew Dutney, 
president of the Uniting Church in Australia.

Kerry Enright 
with Pastor 

Berlin 
Guerrero, from 

the United 
Church of 

Christ in the 
Philippines. 



Do you
want your voice to be heard?
think about the future of the UCA?
anticipate change? 
identify opportunities, challenges and risks?

you’re invited to a
Listening Workshop

Saturday 12 April, 9am to 4pm  –  St Stephen’s Applecross Uniting Church  –  2 Mackenzie Road, Applecross

Join us by registering today http://unitingchurchwa.org.au/mission-planning/ 

An initiative of the Strategy and Mission Planning Commission (SMPC).

Uniting Church in Australia
Western Australia


