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Editorial

We’re back! 
After a short hiatus, Revive magazine is back in print with a 
brand new look. We’ve made a few changes to the structure 
and layout of the magazine, as well as the distribution; we’ll 
now be printing four times a year, instead of six. 
One of my favourite additions to Revive is the recipe section on page 25. 
Not because I love cooking (actually, I hate it!), but because I love church 
morning teas. 

My brother, Phil, often jokes that being at a church event is the only time  
we ever get to eat curried egg sandwiches anymore. And I think he’s 
probably right. 

We get so many contributions to Revive about events held at Uniting 
Church WA congregations with a line at the end congratulating the people  
in the kitchen for an amazing job. They’re obviously well appreciated in  
their churches, and I thought it was about time these women and men got  
a chance to feature some of their skills and share them with all of us  
across WA. 

Our first recipe comes from Beth Swallow at York Uniting Church. I baked  
up her Apple and Cinnamon Slice one Sunday with my son and it was not 
only surprisingly easy to make, it was also super tasty! My kids ate the 
whole lot in a couple of sittings.

We want to feature your recipe in our next edition, so please send them in! 
I’m also open to contributions of other arts and crafts too. Have you  
written a knitting pattern, a cross-stitch design or sewn a church banner? 
What about a worship song or a poem? We’d love to feature it!

We also value all your letters, contributions and feedback. Write to us at 
revive@wa.uca.org.au, or at Revive Magazine, GPO Box M952, Perth, 6843. 

Thanks for all your feedback on Revive during our Communication Survey; 
we read and considered all your comments, and we hope you enjoy your 
new publication. 

Here’s to your new look Revive! Cheers! 

Heather Dowling, Editor 
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Rev Andrew Broadbent, 
Minister at Busselton Uniting 
Church, will be preaching 
at the Opening Worship of 
the Uniting Church WA’s 
43rd Annual Meeting of the 
Synod of WA. He’s taken five 
minutes with us, to share a 
bit about himself. 

What will you be 
preaching about at 
the opening worship? 
I’ll be preaching on the call to share 
God’s love in word and deed and 
incorporating some of what’s  
happening here in Busselton into it. 

What are you most 
passionate about at 
the moment?
Not the footy (I’m a Dockers fan)! 
From a church point of view,  
I’m pretty passionate about  
helping facilitate a worshipping 
community that makes sense to 
non-church people.

Tell us some    
good news that’s  
happening in  
your world.
My eldest son just got his driver’s 
licence which means I don’t have to 
take him to and from work anymore. 

 
What’s something 
interesting about  
you that not many 
people know?
I went to school on Rottnest Island 
for a bit.

Sweet or savoury?
Definitely savoury – chips over 
lollies every day of the week! 
Although ‘Sweet and Salty’ popcorn 
is pretty good.

5 minutes with…  
Rev Andrew Broadbent 

Rev Andrew Broadbent enjoying the cricket with his son, Ned.
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Moderator

This reinforces the view that 
humans are disposable and 
essentially dehumanising people. 
One could mount the same 
argument against pornography, 
graphic violence as a comedic 
device and the trafficking of people 
as sex slaves. All debase the body  
as a mere commodity to be bought  
and sold, used and abused.
We need to urgently recover 
the Christian teaching of the 
sacredness of the human body.  
One of the core convictions of 
Christian faith is the incarnation. 
God took the form of a person in 
Jesus Christ. (‘The Word became 
flesh and dwelt amongst us’  
John 1: 8). 
Paul puts this truth beautifully  
when he writes, “For in Christ lives 
all the fullness of God in a human 
body” (Colossians 2:9). 
In some ways, God’s mission is 
to restore broken, desacralised 
humanity. We see in Christ what 
it is to be fully human. The gospel 
calls us to embody the life of Christ 
in word and deed. And in the life to 
come, the New Testament and the 
Apostle’s Creed reminds us of the 
‘resurrection of the body’.
Our hope for the future is not that 
we are not disembodied beings, as 
the Greeks believed. Rather, we  
are whole beings, body, mind, soul 
and spirit – what Nancy Murphy 
called ‘spirited bodies’ (see also  
1 Corinthians 15). 

Through Christ we can be 
wonderfully healed, restored and  
forgiven. This is our hope for each  
other, our communities and for  
our planet. Whenever and 
wherever human beings are being 
dehumanised, the Christian 
community must point to an 
alternative vision where the 
sacredness of human life is deeply 
valued and honoured. 

This is our starting point in  
complex issues like euthanasia,  
the sex industry, Newstart 
payments and the treatment of  
the most vulnerable. 

As CS Lewis put it, “Our imitation of 
God in this life must be an imitation 
of God incarnate. Our model is 
the Jesus, not only the Jesus of 
Calvary, but of the workshop, roads, 
crowds, clamorous demands and 
interruptions.”

Blessings,

Rev Steve Francis, Moderator of the 
Uniting Church WA 

We live in a time where 
obsessions abound;  
fabulous fashion, funky  
food, fierce football and 
flourishing finance.  
We may argue that these 
obsessions are fairly harmless 
and mere cultural shifts in an ever 
changing secular society. 

May I invite you to consider 
another obsession that I think is 
bringing with it some negative 
consequences to our quality of 
life and the common good? I am 
referring to the current obsession 
with the body. 

I think we are underestimating the 
effects of violence in the media, 
particularly on young children and 
adolescents. Nothing leads to the 
dehumanising of others quite like 
watching thousands of hours of 
violent video games and films. 

A number of reports are observing 
that exposure to violence in the 
media is likely to make the watcher 
more accepting of violence. 
American children watch over  
200 000 acts of violence (including  
16 000 murders) before the age  
of eighteen. 

A number of psychologists suggest 
that such an exposure leads to 
a numbing effect, normalising 
violence as not only a way to deal 
with conflict, but as potentially a 
source of thrill and excitement. 

The Body:  
Sacred, soiled and sold

14 – 15 September  43rd Annual Meeting of the Synod  
of WA at Scotch College

20-22 September Lighthouse Geraldton Uniting Church
23 September Presbyterian Ladies’ College  
 Council Meeting
24 September Wesley College Council Meeting
26 September Opening of the new Juniper facilities, 
 Korumup Albany 
27 September Preaching at Kalamunda Uniting Church
October
5 October  Multicultural Network Meeting at  

St Andrew’s Uniting Church
6 October Preaching at Bicton Uniting Church

20 October  Preaching at GKI Perth Uniting Church 
20 – 23 October Moderator’s Retreat in New Norcia
25 – 27 October Mission Shaped Ministry

November
4 – 7 November  Uniting Church in Australia Moderator’s 

Meeting in the Barossa Valley, SA 
8 November Assembly Moderator/General  
 Secretary Meeting
9 – 10 November Assembly Standing Committee  
 Meeting in Sydney
28 November Moderator’s Reception at Floreat  
 Uniting Church 

September
Moderator’s Diary

5        Issue 66  |  September 2019



the evening included a sumptuous 
supper with chilli hot chocolate. 
As in the morning, the day finished 
with a very heavy downpour as we 
walked back to our accommodation.

On Sunday morning, we focused 
on women in the Bible through the 
session ‘Weaving Wisdom with 
Wonder: Making meaning in a  
crazy world’. 

This made us more aware of 
the strength and influence of 
even subservient women. This 
was woven into our ‘Worship 
and Communion: The wonder 
and wisdom of God’, where the 
celebration was planned in small 
groups and combined to provide a 
fitting conclusion to the Women’s 
Weekend Away.

We would like to thank Emma for 
her excellent and thought provoking 
facilitation of the weekend with 
insight and challenge to us. And we 
appreciate the tireless work of the 
committee and wish to thank them.

We value the friendships and 
connections made through the 
weekend and acknowledge the 
continuing support of the Uniting 
Church WA.

Saturday morning started with 
pouring rain, but a rainbow in the 
sky as we gathered for breakfast 
and the morning’s sessions. 

Emma opened our first session, 
‘Biblical Wisdom: From then to 
now’, focusing on the Book of 
Ecclesiastes with questions in 
the following session stimulating 
discussion and further reflection  
on ‘Our Wisdom: What we can  
teach each other’. 

During this session we came to 
realise how frequently we quote 
Ecclesiastes in our daily lives. 

We were asked to think about 
women who have positively 
influenced our lives and write their 
names on a strip of fabric. After 
lunch, this strip of fabric was woven 
into individual masterpieces of small 
pouches. This gave opportunity for 
sharing, assisting, and for chatting 
and laughter.

In the evening ‘Weaving Joy’, was 
an activity based on the format of 
speed dating.

Participants enjoyed discussing 
questions with time limitation. This 
gave opportunity to engage with 
each other informally. Once again, 

Historically, the Como/
Manning Ladies Camp was 
a weekend free from young 
families for the young women 
of the Como and Manning 
Methodist Churches. Today, 
this has morphed into the 
Women’s Weekend Away, 
an ecumenical retreat for 
women of all ages led by 
female facilitators. 
This year, the 53rd consecutive 
year of meeting, thirty women 
gathered in June at the Swan Valley 
Adventure Centre, Lavender House, 
to reflect on the theme ‘Weaving 
Wisdom and Wonder’, led by Rev 
Emma Mathews.

Women travelled from as far away 
as Moora, Northam and Margaret 
River. The weekend commenced on 
the Friday evening re-establishing 
friendships, greeting new friends 
and introducing the theme for the 
weekend. Each of us received a 
handmade and printed calico bag 
with goodies. We also introduced 
ourselves to a new friend and were 
asked to remember three given 
facts about them to be recalled later 
over the event. 

Swan Valley Adventure Centre  
provides comfortable accommodation  
in Lavender House and delicious 
meals in the dining room. The active 
committee comprising members 
of the South Perth and Swan View 
Uniting Churches provided delicious 
treats for morning and afternoon 
tea and supper. Between meetings 
there was time to enjoy the 
surrounding landscape.

Wendy Averis and  
Carol Dombrose

Faith in action  

Weaving Wisdom  
and Wonder: 
A celebration  
of women 
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Attendees at the annual Women’s Weekend Away enjoyed Christian 
reflection, activities and time spent together, in the Swan Valley last June. 



In June this year, Bicton 
Uniting Church celebrated 
the 40th anniversary of 
their CARE Centre. As past 
and present friends and 
volunteers of the program 
gathered and shared 
memories, it was clear that 
this program means so much 
to many people.
The CARE Centre (Christian Action 
Requires Empathy) is a friendship 
group for elderly people in the 
community. For one morning a 
fortnight, volunteers pick up people 
in the local area, by a bus gifted from 
Fremantle Wesley Uniting Church, 
and bring them back to the centre 
for entertainment, craft, memory 
days, laughter and love. 

Kay Lockley, an original founder of 
the CARE Centre, spoke about the 
beginnings of the program.
“We started in 1979. At that time 
there was nothing in this area that 
catered to people who were shut in; 
who were isolated,” she said. “We 
have lots of happy memories of  
our people.”

Rev Mike Fawcett, a previous 
minister at Bicton Uniting Church, 
had many fond memories of being 
part of the CARE Centre.

“I think it’s great that we still have 
groups like CARE that care for, 
provide for and encourage people 
who’ve spent so much of their lives 
caring for others and now we can 
help by caring for them.”

Rev Steve Francis, Moderator of 
the Uniting Church WA, thanked 
all those involved with the CARE 
Centre for the valuable work they’ve 
done, on behalf of the wider church.

“Many of you are here today 
because of your faithfulness to God, 
to Jesus Christ, and to this CARE 
ministry,” he said.

“Faithfulness builds community. 
If you’re a person who’s faithful – 
faithful to God and faithful to others 
– you bring a real quality to the life 
of the people around you. I want 
to acknowledge your faithfulness, 
those of you who began this 
ministry, and those of you who’ve 
been involved week by week and 
year by year.

“Forty years is a long time, and it’s 
not 40 years in the wilderness, it’s 
40 years of wonderful service to 
others in the name of Christ.

“Mother Teresa said that the curse 
of the 20th Century is loneliness.  
I think it’s wonderful that this church 
has reached out in friendship.”

Edythe Beste, current Co-ordinator 
of the CARE Centre, said she is part 
of the program as an extension of 
her faith.

“Really why we do it is to spread 
God’s love; to show God’s love to 
everybody that comes into our 
centre,” she said. “It’s a privilege  
for us to be involved and we get  
so much out of it ourselves. I think 
we help each other. We can all  
learn something from the older  
folk who come in,” she said.

The CARE Centre is open on the 
second Tuesday of each month, 
9.30am to 12noon, at 1 Carrington 
St, Palmyra. 

Cost is $5 per person, transport can 
be arranged on request. For more 
info call 9339 0631.  

Heather Dowling

years of friendship and 
40

CARE

Faith in action
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Pam Krynen and Fran Cheldi celebrating the 40th  
anniversary of Bicton Uniting Church’s CARE program. 



A Sleep Out is also being held at 
the church on Saturday 5 October, 
raising money for UnitingCare 
West’s Tranby Centre. 

Helen said that while there have 
been some challenges in the initial 
stages of setting up new programs, 
once word of mouth gets around 
these events will be of great benefit 
to many people in East Perth and  
its surrounds. 

As there are plenty more ideas in 
the works, including mindfulness 
and wellness activities, as well as 
making their space available to the 
Uniting Church WA Multicultural 
and Uniting Generations Networks, 
Helen acknowledged that there are 
lots of leadership opportunities for 
younger Uniting Church members 
who are keen to get active in the 
church and community. 

Having moved from their church 
building on St George’s Terrace in 
the city to the temporary space 
at St Bartholomew’s Church, and 
now into their new multifunctional 
centre, Helen said it’s the people 
that make St Andrew’s Uniting 
Church what it is today. 

“We’re acknowledging that, in the 
21st century, it’s not actually the 
building; it’s the people coming 
together – worshipping together – 
that is going to make or break  
St Andrew’s. It’s like any church. 

“Our mission is to grow.”

To get involved with mission 
activities at St Andrew’s Uniting 
Church, or to find our more, email 
standrewseastperth@gmail.com.

Our backyard

Heather Dowling
over 500 people to come along  
and experience what East Perth  
has to offer. 

Helen Williams, member at  
St Andrew’s, said the congregation 
is keen to carry on its legacy of 
being active in the local community. 

“We’re new into the area, but we 
have a legacy of being quite highly 
involved in the community when 
the church was in the city,” she said. 

“We’re thinking of ourselves now 
as an ‘Urban Village Church’. We’re 
trying to set ourselves up so that 
many activities can happen in the 
new building. 

“We would like to expand and hope 
to get a whole range of people using 
the space.”

A drop-in coffee morning – the 
Uniting Corner Hub – and English 
conversation classes, have already 
begun running, with plenty more 
ideas to come.

Helen met with UnitingCare West 
to set-up the Uniting Corner 

Hub, which will take place on 
the second and fourth 

Wednesdays of the 
month, from 10.30 

to 11.30am – the 
off weeks of 
the Rainbow 
Program 
at nearby 

Maylands-Mt 
Lawley Uniting 

Church.

English conversation 
classes are being held 

for one hour each week, on 
Tuesdays from 5.00pm. 

Members of St Andrew’s 
Uniting Church have well and 
truly settled into their new 
home in East Perth, with new 
life blooming and exciting 
projects on the horizon. 

A dedication service for their new 
Bennet St building was held in June, 
with a dedication also being made 
for the Rev James Reid Memorial 
Room. James Reid was a minister 
at St Andrew’s Uniting Church in 
Perth’s CBD from 1959 to 1971. 

On Saturday 19 October, the 
congregation are holding their 
first major event, the East 
Perth Urban Village Festival, in 
Wellington Square. The festival 
will bring businesses and services 
in the community together with 
family friendly activities such as 
camel rides, a drumming circle, 
giant games, as well as food and 
information stalls. 

Organisers are 
expecting 

St Andrew’s  
breathing  
new life  
into East Perth

St Andrew’s  
breathing  
new life  
into East Perth St Andrew’s Uniting Church has begun weekly English conversation classes, for  

those wanting to practice the English language, at their new building in East Perth. 
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Armadale-Kelmscott gets smart with  

Armadale-Kelmscott Uniting 
Church partnered with  
Good Samaritan Industries 
(GSI), a Uniting Church WA 
agency, to hold their very first  
Smarty Pants Swap Shop in 
early August. 
The congregation invited members 
of their local community to drop 
in and donate good quality, clean 
clothes they no longer need. They 
were then invited to take what  
they would like from the already 
donated items. 

Sue Whitworth, member at 
Armadale-Kelmscott Uniting 
Church and organiser of the event, 
said there was no limit to how much 
people could take from the pile, as 
it was a casual, friendly social event 
which also promoted re-using items 
and the work of GSI. 

Sue said the idea was born from the 
realisation that the congregation 
needed to connect with the 
community if they were to survive. 

“We’ve been going along for years 
just looking after each other and 
ourselves, and we realised that the 
church is going to die like so many 
others – and we just don’t want 
that. There’s so many people to 
reach,” she said. 

The congregation took action by 
reviewing information from the 
National Church Life Survey (NCLS) 
and taking its advice. Sue also 

approached the local Shire, who 
said that loneliness is a big issue in 
the area, giving the congregation 
an area of need that they could 
connect with. 

They began by appreciating all 
the good things they have in their 
church, followed by imagining the 
church they would like to have.  
They then prioritised what they 
should concentrate on to make  
that dream a reality. 

They invited, then newly appointed, 
Rev Alison Gilchrist, Presbytery 
Minister Mission, to visit, and the 
idea for the Smarty Pants Swap 
Shop was put into action. The 
congregation also held a successful 
Biggest Morning Tea fundraising 
event for the Cancer Council, which 
was well attended by members of 
the local community and covered in 
the local newspaper.

The first Smarty Pants Swap Shop 
was well received by the local 
community. 

“It seemed to be something  
people really appreciated,” Sue said. 
“I think nearly all the visitors stayed 
for a cup of tea and a piece of  
raison toast. 

“We’ve had phone calls afterwards 
with people wanting to give  
us clothes or ask when the  
next one will be. I think it will  
gather momentum.” 

Sue said that partnering with GSI 
is a way of letting the community 
know about the good work that 
is done within the Uniting Church 
WA family. They were also able to 
donate 35kg of clothing to GSI  
after the event. 

“A lot of people don’t even know 
that Good Sammy is a Uniting 
Church thing,” she said. “It’s just 
another way of promoting an 
agency of the Uniting Church and 
connecting the two together.”

The Smarty Pants Swap Shop 
has become a regular event at 
Armadale-Kelmscott Uniting 
Church, with the next shop already 
held on Wednesday 4 September, 
10.00am to 12noon. 

For more information on running 
a similar event in your community, 
or reaching out in another way, 
contact Rev Alison Gilchrist, 
Presbytery Minister Mission at the 
Uniting Church WA, on 9260 9800 or  
email alison.gilchrist@wa.uca.org.au.

Smarty Pants clothing swaps
Heather Dowling
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The first Smarty Pants Swap Shop at Armadale Kelmscott Uniting Church invited  
members of the community to donate and swap good quality, second-hand clothes. 

St Andrew’s Uniting Church has begun weekly English conversation classes, for  
those wanting to practice the English language, at their new building in East Perth. 



Jon Owen:  
on the radical path 
Jon Owen:  
on the radical path 

group, dedicating his life to meeting 
people where they’re at and loving 
them for who they are. 

“When I was quite young, I was 
searching for meaning in life and  
I really wanted my faith to be a deep, 
essential part of my life. But,  
I couldn’t find a compelling call 
within the confines of a standard 
church,” he said. 

“When I heard that there was a 
group of people trying to take 
seriously Jesus’ command to love 
and serve the most vulnerable, I 
leapt at it. 

“My heart was awakened to the 
call in the Bible for a society that 

has social justice as a key core 
expression of what it means to live 
in God’s world and in the kingdom. 

“So, I jumped in headfirst and 
ran a home for asylum seekers 
in partnership with the Hotham 
Mission and the Uniting Church  
that was there at the time. Then,  
we started another home for men 
who were coming off heroin, and f 
or kids in gangs. 

“It was a pretty wild time.” 

A group of women in the team also 
set-up a community for people 
escaping domestic violence. 

In those 20 years, Jon met his 
partner, married and started a 

As a young adult, Jon Owens was 
studying computer science and 
engineering, and on the right path 
to becoming a ‘successful’ man in 
the big wide world. 

Taking a gap year part way through 
his degree, however, led Jon to 
being part of an even bigger  
world, redefining what success 
really means. 

Jon joined the Melbourne branch 
of ‘Urban Neighbours of Hope’, 
living in impoverished Australian 
communities and opening his house 
to asylum seekers, drug addicts, 
and people needing a place to crash. 
Intending to stay for a year, Jon 
spent the next 20 years with the 

Profile

Jon Owen, Pastor and CEO of the Uniting Church’s Wayside Chapel in Sydney 
will be the keynote speaker at the upcoming ‘Surrender Perth’ conference. He 
has an amazing story of living a life guided by the call of Jesus, and he spent 
some time chatting with Heather Dowling to share some of it with Revive.

Jon Owen, CEO and Pastor of Sydney’s Wayside Chapel, will be  
the keynote speaker at September’s ‘Surrender Perth’ conference. 
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Profile

suburbs in Australia that also 
contain some of the greatest need. 

“At the heart of which is a parish 
mission who is desperately trying 
to serve our community. We don’t 
ever claim to be the solutions for 
the problems or issues facing the 
church, we’re just trying to do it the 
best we can in the communities 
we’re in.”

Jon said that the Wayside Chapel is 
not a crisis centre, but rather it’s a 
community centre – with a full and 
engaging calendar. 

Anyone from the community 
is invited to attend community 
lunches, art workshops, soccer 
games, cooking classes, 
mindfulness classes, computer 
classes, bingo, and more. There 
are also a range of clinics people 
can attend, such as employment, 
mental health, podiatry and 
National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS) clinics. 

Regular church services are also  
held, bringing corporate executives 
and people experiencing 
homelessness sharing worship  
next to each other each week. 
Worship attracts around 50 to 70 
people each Sunday, with about  
20 of those being atheists. 

He said he has the same focus at 
Wayside Chapel that he did with 
the ‘Urban Neighbours of Hope’: 
bringing people together as equals 
and finding Christ in the midst of it. 

“Our mission is simple, but it’s 
profound,” he said. “Even after 28 
years of consecutive economic 
growth, we’re finding ourselves 
more and more disconnected, 
dissatisfied and lonely. So 
our mission is about creating 
community with no ‘us’ and ‘them’. 

“Our vision is ‘love over hate’. It’s 
saying that love will win over hate, 
but it’s our role to stand in the 
middle; we’re saying let’s just hold  
in the middle ground and meet  
one another. 

We see the very appealing nature of 
people connecting with each other 
from wide ranges. We’re operating 
in some of the most affluent 

family. Unlike many who shield their 
kids from as much of the harsh 
realities of life as they can, Jon and 
his wife, Lisa, chose to live out their 
faith with their children, showing 
them how to put words into action. 

“Our kids got to not just hear about 
our faith and our values, they got 
to see us living them out,” he said. 
“And I think that’s really important 
for the discipleship journey.

“It’s not just a cerebral exercise, 
it’s a lived out thing. This is what it 
means to follow Jesus and to find 
him in the least of these. 

“We’re both very grateful for the 
way we were able to raise our kids. 

“We really felt it was a key part of 
showing our girls that when Jesus 
said ‘whatever you do for the least 
of these, you do unto me’, ‘when 
I was hungry you fed me, when I 
was naked you clothed me’ – these 
aren’t just lessons to put on a 
poster on the wall, this is stuff we 
can say we lived out.” 

These days, Jon is still living out 
that same calling, but as the CEO 
and Pastor of Wayside Chapel, a 
Uniting Church community centre 
supporting some of the most 
vulnerable people in Sydney. 

“  No-one is a 
problem to be 
solved, they’re 
a person to  
be met.”
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breaking down all those barriers 
and division,” Jon said.  

“It’s an amazing place. We see high 
powered corporate executives 
sitting next to guys that just woke 
up in the gutter, and they’re holding 

hands, singing songs together and 
realising that there is this common 
need at the heart of it all.” 

The philosophy of Wayside Chapel 
and of the way Jon lives out 
his calling is around welcoming 
everyone into a place where they 
are free from judgement. An 
important aspect of this is in using 
inclusive language that is free  
from labels. 

“We welcome them in as if we’re 
welcoming them into our own 
house,” Jon said. 

Jon said there’s no ‘typical’ day at 
Wayside; just that hospitality is at 
the heart of it all.

“All our programs are designed 
around meeting people – some 
of them on the worst day of their 
lives – and helping invite them back 
into the world of relationships and 
connection and getting them back 
on their feet. 

 “There’s something beautiful 
about community there, and about 
love and joining together and 

“So much of our society 
is about reinforcing our 
difference and very little 
is about celebrating our 
common humanity.

Profile
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“We’re very keen on maintaining 
language that includes people. So 
no-one who comes through our 
doors is a client; everyone who 
walks in is a visitor.   

“Everything is based around 
dignity. We don’t’ have a soup 
kitchen; we have a low cost café. 
When it’s a soup kitchen you’re 
a charity case and I’m a charity 
provider. When you and I pay three 
bucks for a coffee we’re not only 
paying for the coffee, we’re paying 
for the right to be in that space. 

“When we think about so many in 
our community who are sleeping 
rough and on the street, they’re 
always in someone’s way. Whereas 
when you walk in through our  
doors you’ll be treated with dignity 
and you’ll be treated as a first  
class customer. 

“We often say that if someone 
walks away feeling met rather  
than worked on, it’s been a good 
day here.” 

This month at ‘Surrender Perth’, 
Jon will share his experiences and 
inspire others in the journey. The 
conference will bring together 
passionate Christians who are 
working to live out the call of Jesus. 

Not just a keynote speaker, Jon is 
ultimately passionate about the 
Surrender community. Having been 
part of the initial discussions at the 
inception of the conference, Jon 
said he hasn’t missed a Melbourne 
event yet. This will be the first 
Surrender conference held in Perth. 

“What I see in Wayside very much 
lives in harmony with the Surrender 
conference,” Jon said. “The 
Surrender conference is about 
saying, ‘how do we live out the 
radical call of Jesus to respond to 
people in the margins? How do we 
live in communities of justice and 
compassion?’ That’s very much 
what we’re striving to do. 

“The Surrender conference has 
become not a conference for 
itself, but a place where different 

communities can gather to listen 
to one another and continue to 
encourage each other on the path 
of radical discipleship.” 

Jon’s advice for people wanting 
to live on this path, but not 
knowing where to begin, is simple. 
Jesus’ call to live with those on 
the margins doesn’t need to be 
complicated; it’s a way of life. 

“You should act,” he said. “You 
should always act, and then you  
can begin the cycle of action  
and reflection. 

“We’re not here to save people or 
to be people’s saviours. A lot of 
people have a fear they’ll burnout, 
but that only happens if they try to 
manage people instead of meeting 
them,” he said.   

Surrender Perth will be held on 
Saturday 21 September, 10.00am 
to 9.30pm at Lake Gwelup 
Christian Church. Find out more at 
surrender.org.au/perth 

13        Issue 66  |  September 2019



Heather Dowling

Get involved

clearing tables and selling raffle 
tickets. The school also provided 
the venue and decorated it in 
stunning Bollywood style. 

Susy Thomas, member of South 
Perth Uniting Church and also Chair 
of the International Partnership and 
Development Commission, said 
that the event was a great success, 
raising $3 800 for the project. 

Not only that, but it was loads of fun. 

The night included an Indian 
dinner, Bollywood dancing and 
a presentation from Geoff Bice 
and Kate Leaney from the Uniting 
Church WA Social Justice Unit, 
as well as opportunities to ask 
questions about the project. 

The event was a great opportunity 
for members of the school 
community to learn more about the 
Uniting Church WA’s partnership. 

“It was a lot of fun,” Susy said. “We 
were extremely happy! 

“Of course we raised some money 
and that is a high point, but also 

people came to know that such a 
project is in existence in Sri Lanka, 
supported by the Uniting Church WA. 

“It was advertised through Wesley 
College, as well as through the 
church, so there was a lot of the 
school community there.

“Many people were not aware of 
what is happening in the church, 
so that was a high point for the 
parents who were there, the school 
community and the [students].”

Susy said it is important to the 
congregation to build a relationship 
with Wesley College, as they 
are both part of the same wider 
community. 

“Wesley College is basically 
opposite our church, and we are 
getting to be an older congregation 
like many of the other churches,” 
Susy said. 

“Church is not just a building, church 
is a community – we’re very mindful 
of that. We’ve got to be relevant in 
the community. 

The Uniting Church WA 
has a number of positive 
international partnerships 
that congregations and 
individuals can support 
through the International 
Partnership and Development 
Commission – formally  
known as the UnitingWorld 
WA Commission.  
One of these partnerships is  
with the Methodist Church of  
Sri Lanka; the Uniting Church WA  
has currently agreed to help 
financially support their ‘Interfaith 
Preschool Project’. 

South Perth Uniting Church and 
Wesley College recently teamed 
up to hold a Bollywood Dinner 
raising funds for this goal – building 
a partnership, not only with the 
Methodist Church of Sri Lanka, but 
with each other.  

Ten Wesley College students 
participated on the night, 
welcoming guests, serving food, 
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for,” Susy said. “It was a lovely trip 
and we enjoyed every moment of it. 

“It’s a multi-faith community – 
Christian kids are there, Muslims, 
Buddhist, Hindus, all sorts of kids. 
It’s a safe environment and is giving 
them a start with basic education 
and social aspects.

“It was absolutely amazing to see 
the kids. Some kids had never seen 
anybody outside their community.”

As well as support from South 
Perth Uniting Church and Wesley 
College, Uniting Church in the 
City hold an annual Curry Lunch 
to fundraise for this project, and 
donations from congregations such 
as Mount Pleasant and St Stephen’s 
Applecross Uniting Churches also 
go a long way in supporting the Sri 
Lankan Preschool Project. 

But we can do more. 

Uniting Church WA congregations 
are invited to get involved in 
supporting our international 

partnerships by organising their 
own fundraising events, making 
a donation, or inviting the Social 
Justice Team to come and share 
some of their amazing work in this 
field with their community. 

Susy said that getting involved 
with these projects is not just 
about raising or donating money, 
but about being part of something 
bigger – and that is an exciting thing 
to be a part of. 

“Whatever way [congregations] can 
support this is amazing,” she said. 

For more information on the Sri 
Lankan Interfaith Preschools 
Project, or to find out how you 
can get involved in this and 
other international partnerships, 
contact Geoff Bice, Social Justice 
Consultant at the Uniting Church 
WA on 9260 9800 or email geoffrey.
bice@wa.uca.org.au. 

“When we have a [Uniting Church 
WA] school that is basically 
opposite the church, we feel it’s 
extremely important the church is 
relevant in the school community. 
When events like this are happening 
we can open up and say ‘these are 
the things the Uniting Church does’.

Last year, Susy joined other 
passionate Uniting Church 
members and travelled to Sri Lanka 
to personally visit the Methodist 
Church’s Interfaith Preschool 
Project. The preschools are located 
in rural, war torn areas of the 
country, where many families are 
vulnerable to poverty. 

Through the partnership, the 
Uniting Church WA helps provide 
a local teacher’s salary, as well as 
one meal and a glass of milk per 
day for each child, in five different 
preschools. The project reaches 
about 150 children in total. 

“It was fantastic to see something 
you’re praying for and raising money 

Get involved

South Perth Uniting Church and Wesley College joined forces to organise the Bollywood  
Dinner, raising funds for the Methodist Church of Sri Lanka’s ‘Interfaith Preschool Project.’ 
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Farmers in WA are facing 
desperate drought 
conditions inland, while 
those in the north are still 
recovering from the floods  
of two years ago.
Inland, WA farmers are battling the 
impact of the worst drought in  
living memory. 

The grass is dead. The ground 
is barren. Hand feeding stock is 
relentless, physically demanding 
and it takes most of the day and 
most of the farmer’s energy. 

Then there is the crippling  
financial pressure as feed and water 
prices soar.

Meanwhile, up north in Broome, 
pearl farmers are still recovering 
from devastating floods that ripped 
through the region two years ago. 

Not only are farmers facing severe 
financial and physical stress, they 

Doing it tough  
on the land:
Supporting  
our  
farmers
Michelle Lewis

are most often doing it alone. Not 
many understand that farmers on 
remote properties face weeks and 
weeks with no physical contact and 
no one to talk to.   

Frontier Services is a national 
agency of the Uniting Church in 
Australia supporting our farmers 
during widespread hard times.  
Bush Chaplains provide regular, 
on-the-ground support and you 
can help too, by holding fundraising 
events to raise money or by giving 
your time and energy to farmers in 
need in rural Australia. 

Farmers living in 
remote Australia 
are ten times more 
likely to commit 
suicide than those 
in the city.

Feature
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Lend a  
helping  
hand
No specialist skills are required 
and all placements are unique. 
Volunteers could be assisting 
with gardening, painting, feeding 
animals, fencing, minding children, 
cooking, sitting with someone who 
is unwell, or caretaking a property 
while the owners visit family or 
attend appointments in the city.

WA retired schoolteacher, Laurie 
Uren, has been volunteering with 
Outback Links for the past six years 
and has completed ten trips. He 
says he has made lifelong friends 
with the families and farmers he  
has met.

“My first assignment was to a 
sheep station 120kms south of 
Carnarvon,” he said. “A fire had gone 
through and burned out many of the 
fences and the young couple on the 
property could do with a hand. 

“I spent two weeks rebuilding 
boundary fences so they wouldn’t 
lose any more sheep.  When I 
returned home, I told my wife that 
I needed to go back. I returned and 
put a new roof on the shearing shed. 

“Another family I have been back 
and helped three times,” he said. 
“They are a young couple with three 
kids on an isolated cattle station in 
the Upper Gascoyne. 

“Just getting to them is an 
adventure, the road is ‘at your own 
risk’. One time it was impassable, 
and I was helicoptered in. 

“For them, I caretake the property 
feeding pets and calves and  
doing the mill run, so they can  
have a break.”

Laurie says the biggest challenge  
to volunteering is just leaving 
behind your current day-to-day life 
and heading off, but the rewards  
are priceless.

Feature

Volunteers make a true difference
Cadoux
Can you provide respite for this 
gentleman farmer so he can 
visit his sons in Perth? This is a 
caretaking role with some general 
non-specialist chores to keep the 
homestead ticking over.

Broome
Two years ago, floods ripped 
through this pearl farm. Combine  
a visit to beautiful Broome and also 
deliver a helping hand completing 
general chores as this farm 
continues to slowly recover.

Outback Links volunteering 
projects in other states of Australia 
are listed on the Frontier Services 
website at frontierservices.org/
how-we-help/outback-links/
volunteer/our-current-volunteer-
opportunities

To find out more about how you 
can volunteer with Outback Links, 
or refer someone who could  
use a helping hand, Contact  
Frontier Services on 1300 787 247. 

Outback Links volunteers make  
a huge impact for farmers in  
Rural Australia. 
“The fact that they come and join 
us… we know someone cares. 
Because, out here, when you’re 
surrounded by the dust and dying 
stock all the time, depression can 
become a major problem. And 
friendship is one of the things that 
really helps.”  - Rhonda
“It’s been really difficult with this 
drought, so having these volunteers 
really saves us. You can sit down and 
have a chat over a meal. It gives you 
a mental break from the stress.”  - 
Greg and Bethany
“The gift you give us of your time 
and friendship is invaluable. We 
cannot repay this kind of generosity. 
Thank you.”  - Wendy and Ross

Frontier Services currently have 
volunteer opportunities in WA. 

Cue
This will be a truly remote adventure 
as you head to an inland cattle 
station. You would provide a helping 
hand with farmyard chores and also 
be welcome company for a mature 
age farmer who has been struggling 
with the demands of drought. 

Wendy and Ross are extremely grateful  
for the support they’ve received through  

Frontier Services’ Outback Links program. 
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This can put a strain on relationships,  
and trigger feelings of loneliness, 
guilt and anxiety. 

Alongside the difficulties of 
drought, last year’s halt to live 
cattle exports also threatened 
the livelihood of station owners 
in the region and John provided 
counselling for those struggling 
with severe stress. 

He is also the police chaplain, 
has been involved in the start up 
of a men’s shed, and works with 
Indigenous communities for their 
Karinjini Experience.

Rev Mitch Fialkowsi is the bush 
chaplain in the Murchison remote area. 

He travels long distances across 
red dirt roads to meet with farmers, 
graziers and First Peoples. To those 
in need, he delivers clothing and 
food parcels, as well as furniture  
and bedding. 

Based in the remote town of 
Meekatharra, Mitch is a driver for 
St John Ambulance and is also 
the police chaplain. He is involved 
in the local soup kitchen and is 
the voice of the local radio where 
he tackles difficult topics like 
domestic violence and suicide, and 
promotes respectful relationships, 
management of mental health,  
and community groups. 

The Murchison area has been 
struggling with prolonged drought, 
which has brought terrible financial 
and emotional stress for farming 
families. The townships are also 
suffering from population drift 
which is placing more pressure  
on community. 

Next year, Mitch believes he will be 
the only support person left going 
station to station in the region.

“I believe that we will become the 
only visible church agency. All the 
other churches are empty, boarded 
up or vandalised. What’s important 
is the presence, being here for the 
community,” he said. 

Frontier Services and the Uniting 
Church WA have identified the 
Goldfields region as a priority for 
the next WA Bush Chaplain. 

“Frontier Services and the Synod 
of WA are excited about the 
possibilities of expanding this 
ministry. These placements require 
exceptional talents and we are 
working together to find someone 
special for the Goldfields,” said 
Jannine Jackson, National Director 
of Frontier Services. 

“Every new Bush Chaplain in the 
field is a cause for celebration.”   

Bush chaplains are the 
friendly knock on the door, 
the lend of an ear, and the 
offer of a helping hand. They 
are often the only support 
service on the ground with 
those living in rural and 
remote WA.
It is so important that contact is 
made when times are tough, and 
that is what a Bush Chaplain does.  
In many remote locations they are 
the only visitors knocking on the door.

There are currently two Frontier 
Services bush chaplains in WA. 

Rev John Dihm is based in Tom  
Price covering the Pilbara region, 
and Rev Mitch Fialkowski is  
based in Meekatharra covering  
the Murchison.

Spanning the beautiful Pilbara,  
Rev John Dihm’s ministry is vast 
and challenging. Known for its First 
Peoples, ancient landscapes and red  
earth, the area is vastly rich with 
mineral deposits, in particular iron ore. 

This attracts a large influx of fly-in 
fly-out miners and workers. These 
mining communities present a 
different remote challenge, one 
where you might have many people 
around you but are far from family 
and loved ones for long periods. 

Lifting spirits 
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The Great Outback BBQ 
campaign is run throughout 
September. It is a great way 
for those of us in the cities 
and towns to show we care 
about rural and remote 
Australia.
Every dollar you raise helps 
empower our farmers, delivering 
hope and helping hands when they 
need it most. 

Last year, congregations all 
over Australia gathered around 
the barbie during the month of 
September in a show of support  
for our farmers. 

In WA, three of the most successful 
were Busselton, Bunbury St 
Augustine and Pinjarra Uniting 
Churches… and they are back on 
board this year.  

Daisy Harries is organising the 
Great Outback BBQ for Bunbury  
St Augustine Uniting Church. 
She said her congregation knows 
exactly how important Frontier 
Services is to people in the bush.

“A lot of us come from farms or  
have a connection to the bush,”  
she said. “We know what it’s like to 
try to earn a living from the land. 
We understand the devastation of 
drought, fire and flood – we’ve  
seen it.

“This is such a good cause. People 
in the outback are having a terrible 
time. The BBQ is one way that we 
can help.”

In Pinjarra, the local Uniting Church 
gather on the property of Ian and 
Kerrie Birch. Alongside the BBQ 
there is horse riding and “a bit of 
whip-cracking.”

This year, a highlight will be the 
guest of honour, Rev John Dihm, 
Frontier Services Bush Chaplain for 
the Pilbara region, based out of  
Tom Price.

“We have known Rev John for a lot 
of years. He is a great person and he 
does a really good job looking after 
the people in the outback and also 
in the mining camps,” said Ian 

“He is a dynamo, has plenty of 
energy and enthusiasm for the job 

and we are thrilled to hear what he 
has to say.” 

Busselton Uniting Church were 
the top fundraisers in WA last 
year. Organiser, Yvonne Robinson 
encourages other congregations  
to get involved.

“It’s a great and worthy cause and it  
doesn’t have to be difficult,” she said. 

“We took one of our existing 
monthly fellowship luncheons and 
turned it into a Great Outback 
BBQ. We provide the food and ask 
everyone to just turn-up and dip  
into their pockets. People were  
very generous. 

“It’s an easy way to get people 
involved and help Frontier Services.”

By hosting a Great Outback BBQ 
in September, every dollar you 
raise will fund Bush Chaplains and 
volunteer programs on the ground 
where farmers need it most.

Register at greatoutbackbbq.com.au  
or call Frontier Services  
on 1300 787 247.

Host a Great Outback BBQ

Feature

Rev John Dihm, Bush Chaplain in the Pilbara Region (second from right), with 
miners. John provides support to local and fly-in fly-out staff in this mining region. 

Many parts of WA are experiencing wide-
spread drought, with dams drying up. 
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Should the medical professions have tried to 
use heroic strategies to keep her going?  
Was her own resolute refusal to eat or drink an 
act of suicide? 
The current debate about Voluntary Assisted 
Dying requires that the patient be able to 
understand their condition and request 
assistance in ending their life. In my aunt’s case, 
she was thankful for sedation, but refused 
further intervention in order to ‘let nature take 
its course’.  
The WA Report on End of Life Choices (2018) 
has noted that ‘terminal sedation’, ie honouring 
a terminally ill patient’s refusal to eat, is 
generally legal in Australia.

By contrast, the intent in Voluntary Assisted 
Dying, is to allow intervention, subject to tight 
medical regulation, in the form  
of supplying a chemical kit to  
help someone to terminate their own life. 

This form of euthanasia, where others provide 
the means, is sometimes justified as an act of 

In the last edition of Revive, we  
printed an opinion piece submitted by  
Rev Ken Devereux, Uniting Church 
Chaplain at Royal Perth Hospital, 
supporting the drafting of a 
Parliamentary bill for VoluntaryAssisted  
Dying. Premier Mark McGowan introduced  
a Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill to the 
Parliament in August this year.  
This edition, Prof Brian Hill, member at  
Billabong Uniting Church, responds to 
the current conversation. 
My elderly aunt’s recent history of strokes and 
collapses had left her seriously and irreversibly 
disabled, despite the best palliative care.  She was 
unable to speak and near death, but still aware of 
her situation. She decided to resist being fed. It 
was only a matter of time.  
My wife, a chaplain, held her hand and spoke 
biblical reassurances which she knew my aunt 
would cherish. Then, with a deep last breath,  
my aunt died.

When I die  

Opinion
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love, but it is at the cost of weakening belief in 
the sanctity of all human life and suggesting use 
of euthanasia in less justifiable circumstances. 
Humanist philosopher, Peter Singer, for 
example, is open to culling out disabled humans 
at either end of life.

There are sharp differences of opinion in these 
matters. Meanwhile, it is highly probable that 
voluntary assisted dying will now pass into  
WA law, trusting in the medical professions to 
act ethically.  

But what is ethical?  

Ultimately, a person’s ethics derive from their 
personal view of the worth and destiny of 
human beings. Christians expect personal 
transformation after physical death, depending 
on how they have responded to the God of 
creation in this life. This biblical belief should 
colour all our decisions in this life. I believe it 
rules out human euthanasia, but I recognise that 
some readers may think differently.  

When I die  

In any case, whatever our personal view of human 
worth and destiny, we owe it to our loved ones or 
carers to let them know how we wish to be treated 
as we near the end of our own lives.

If you are currently a senior (like me), or seriously 
unwell, now is the time for you and your doctor 
to jointly fill in and sign an ‘Advanced Health Care 
Directive’ (WA Health Dept), preferably after talking 
it through with your family or carer. 

The WA Report refers to the need to identify who is 
“the lawful substitute decision-maker”, in case you 
are later unable to speak for yourself. 

Committed as I am to a biblical understanding of 
the way of Christ, I’ve been drafting (and not before 
time!) my own directive in a way consistent with my 
beliefs. Here’s part of it. 

I do not fear death. If I suffer an 
aggravated health crisis which reduces 
me to a condition such that I’m unable 
to communicate with even my family 
members, and medical consultants 
deem my condition irreversible and 
ultimately terminal, I consent to 
sedation if necessary to minimise 
serious pain or extreme distress, but 
I do not consent to being force-fed or 
subjected to any heroic intervention 
designed to maintain/restart heart 
functions or keep me ‘alive’ in this state. 

What do you think? I welcome your comments  
or advice. 

Read Rev Ken Devereux’s article, ‘Life is sacred, be 
it short or long’, at  
revivemagazine.org.au/2019/03/25/life-is-sacred-
be-it-short-or-long 

The Uniting Church QLD has prepared a 
consultation paper to assist the Synod regarding 
its position on Voluntary Assisted Dying. To read 
the paper visit ucaqld.com.au/statements/11140 

The Uniting Church Vic Tas agreed at their recent 
Synod meeting to give permission “to the relevant 
UCA institutions and associated hospital group 
within Victoria, to make voluntary assisted dying 
allowable for their patients, clients and residents, 
under the specific conditions of the legislation.” 

Read a Pastoral Letter from their Moderator,  
Rev Denise Liersh, at  
victas.uca.org.au/moderators-pastoral-letter-on-
voluntary-assisted-dying-response 

Opinion
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In addition, Geographe Community 
Landcare Nursery’s Co-ordinator, 
Rod Cary, will be on-site to assist 
wildflower enthusiasts to learn 
more about the local varieties. 
Orchid specialist, Bill Dear, will also 
be available to answer queries at  
the exhibition.

Wildflowers on display are chosen 
by people who have obtained 
licences from the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions (Dept BCA) to pick 
wildflowers in the week of the 
Wildflower Exhibition.

All pickers are conscious of the need 
to preserve native flora and pick 
responsibly. Rare and endangered 
species are not picked. The 
Busselton Wildflower Exhibition 
gives those unable to ‘go bush’ an 
opportunity to see a great variety  
of specimens.

Australia’s South West Chief 
Executive Officer, Catrin Allsop, 
said, “Almost 80% of Australia’s 
South West’s plant species 
cannot be found anywhere else in 
the world. In August through to 
November, more than 8 000  
species of wildflowers and 300 
species of delicate orchids are in 
bloom, making it a popular and 
beautiful time to visit the region.”

Bring your camera along to test 
your skill at capturing the rare 
beauty of the flowers on show.

The Busselton Wildflower  
Exhibition will be held on Thursday 
26 and Friday 27 September,  
9.00am to 4.00pm, at Busselton 
Uniting Church.

Read this article in full at 
revivemagazine.org.au

A suite of 15 new resources 
from Uniting Network have 
been launched with the aim 
of supporting Uniting Church 
congregations which seek  
to fully affirm LGBTIQ people, 
same-sex couples and families.

“Uniting Network is proud to have 
produced a comprehensive series 
of resources on LGBTIQ related 
topics to assist congregations 
and faith communities who are 
looking to explore what it means 
to be inclusive and affirming,” said 
Hannah Reeve, Uniting Network 
National Co-Convener. 

“The resources address issues such 
as coming out, gender diversity, 
rainbow families, language, 
marriage and queer young people. 
These are important pastoral and 
justice issues for church members,” 
said Hannah.

Now in its 94th year, the 
Busselton Wildflower Exhibition, 
organised by Busselton Uniting 
Church, is gearing up to welcome 
local enthusiasts, as well as 
visitors from further afield, this 
September. The South West 
corner of Western Australia is 
renowned for having one of the 
richest and most diverse flora in 
the world and attracts visitors 
from around the state, Australia 
and overseas.

Open and Affirming resources launched 

South West Exhibition includes hundreds of rare and  
exquisite wildflowers 

The series also contains guidelines 
for becoming an Open and Affirming 
congregation, an overview of 
current Uniting Church policies and 
a discussion of human sexuality and 
the Bible.
Hannah thanked and congratulated 
Rev Dr Rod Pattenden who 
co-ordinated the series, with 
the support of a team based in 
Newcastle which included the LGBTI 
Project Officer with Uniting NSW/
ACT, Claire Allen.
“The team have done a superb  
job in covering a diverse range of 
topics, in leaflets which are concise, 
readable and relevant at this time 
for our church and beyond,”  
she said.
The Open and Affirming  
resources are available at  
www.unitingnetworkaustralia.org.au  
or by request to  
affirming@unitingnetworkaustralia.org.au

News

The Eucalyptus Torquata, just one of the plants  
on display at the Busselton Wildflower Exhibition. 
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Over the following weeks, whenever 
my husband Reg and I had been out 
we came home to find another two 
boxes of used stamps sitting on our 
front veranda. Eventually the boxes 
of used stamps stored in our shed 
numbered thirteen.  

The Uniting Church WA Mission 
Fellowship Stamp Team, based at 
Bicton Uniting Church, sort stamps 
to sell and raise funds for people 
doing it tough in Australia’s outback, 
through Frontier Services. 

I phoned Bob Lockley, co-ordinator 
of the Stamp Team, to let him know 
we had some boxes to donate to 
the project, and that he needed the 
church bus to come pick them up as 
there were too many to fit in our car. 
Bob and his wife Kay managed to 
squeeze all the boxes into their four 
wheel drive vehicle, and the Stamp 
Team now have the stamps ready 
to sort.  
Well done, and thank you Kelvin and 
his Dad.   

“At Transperth we recognise that 
we deliver an essential community 
service, and we also recognise that 
it’s a service that should be available 
to everyone,” he said.
Kate Leaney, from Welcoming 
Australia and also the Social Justice 
Unit at the Uniting Church WA, 
shared what this concession will 
mean for the people who have 
access to it.
“The ASH Concession Card doesn’t 
change everything, but it does 
achieve two things,” she said. 
“On a logistical level, it ensures that 
people on low or no income can use 
more of their limited funds to cover 
other essential expenses like food, 
housing and healthcare, and assists 
them to access vital services and 
employment opportunities.
“And on a broader level, it conveys 
to people seeking safety that 
there are people in the community, 
through support agencies, as 
individuals and within State 
Government, who care.”

To apply for an ASH SmartRider, 
applicants need to reside in WA, 
not be in full-time education or 
employment, and be holding or 
applying for a bridging visa as 
an asylum seeker, or appealing 
a determination of status as an 
asylum seeker.
Applicants can visit ASeTTS, 
CARAD, Australian Red Cross, The 
Humanitarian Group, Riverview 
Community Services, Welcoming 
Australia and Mercycare to 
complete their application before 
taking it to the Elizabeth Quay Bus 
Station Info Centre for submission.
Find out more on how to apply at 
transperth.wa.gov.au/SmartRider/
Types-of-SmartRider/ASH-SmartRider 

Betty Pearson   
One Sunday afternoon our  
front doorbell rang, and in came 
Kelvin Woodward, Treasurer 
of our congregation, Kardinya 
Uniting Church. 
“Hi Betty,” he said. “Are you still 
collecting used stamps?”  
“Yes,” I replied, “For Frontier Services!”
When Kelvin said he had a few boxes 
for us, I gestured with my hands a 
box the size of a shoe box.  
“No,” Kelvin said, spreading his arms 
wide to indicate a very large box.  
We went out to his car and sure 
enough in the boot there was four 
very large boxes, which contained 
the front of addressed envelopes 
with the stamp attached. 
Kelvin was helping his 98-year-old 
Dad to declutter his garage. He had 
collected used postage stamps for 
a now defunct mission project and 
the boxes had been stored in his 
garage for at least 20 years.  

Refugee advocates celebrated 
in July, as they publicly launched 
the Asylum Seeker Hub (ASH) 
Public Transport Concession.
Kim Ellwood, Acting Executive 
Director of the Office of Multicultural 
Interests, opened proceedings and 
said that, at the time, 38 people 
had already been issued with the 
concession, which provides refugees 
and asylum seekers with a concession 
fare SmartRider for use on  
Transperth services.
Hon Paul Papalia, WA Minister for  
Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests, said that he is working on  
building support for refugees and 
asylum seekers in other areas as well.
Martin White, Executive Director 
Transperth System, Regional and 
School Bus Services at the Perth 
Transport Authority, helped lead  
the process to develop this  
new concession.

Stack of stamps raise funds for Frontier Services 

Advocates celebrate the Asylum  
Seeker Hub Public Transport Concession 
Heather Dowling
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Betty Pearson helped deliver 13 boxes  
of stamps to the Uniting Church WA  
Mission Fellowship Stamp Team, to raise  
funds for Frontier Services. 

Photo caption: Kate Leaney, Social Justice Officer at the Uniting Church WA, said the Asylum Seeker  
Hub (ASH) Public Transport Concession will mean a lot to refugees and asylum seekers in WA. 



together representatives from 
twelve churches. This was a  
great start.

We were immediately astonished 
at just how many existing 
projects we were already doing 
together, including Youthcare (or 
Chaplaincy, both administration 
and also fundraising); Carols By 
Candlelight in a local park;  Girls’ 
Brigade; World Day of Prayer;  and 
the highly successful ‘Sharing a 
Hills Christmas’ in which food and 
gifts were donated, organised and 
circulated to hundreds of people.

Over the last ten years we have 
continued to meet three times  
per year. 

ChurchLINKS has broken-
down barriers, built a better 
understanding, and enabled us 
to work together. We now have 
in place an annual program called 
Christmas Lights where churches 

establishment of an independent 
mechanism to assess the adequacy 
of all income support payments and 
adjust rates to acceptable levels. 

“Newstart and Youth Allowance 
have not been increased in real 
terms in 25 years, despite rising 
living costs. Unless these payments 
are increased and properly indexed, 
recipients and their families will 
slide even further behind and into 
deeper poverty and hardship,” said 
Claerwen Little, National Director of 
UnitingCare Australia. 

The renewed call to raise Newstart 
and Youth Allowance follows the 
recent passage of income tax 
cuts and the Prime Minister’s 
announcement to reduce deeming 
rates for pensioners, both of which 

have been encouraged to light up 
their churches for Christmas to 
share with the broader community 
the reason for the season. This is a 
particularly successful outreach for 
churches situated on main roads.

ChurchLINKS has brought home 
the message to all of us that despite 
some different rituals and practices 
in our churches and even slightly 
differing theological beliefs, we are 
all one in the Spirit being led to work 
in a God-honouring way for the 
betterment of all.

have been touted as necessary to 
stimulate the economy. 

“Increasing these payments is the 
most effective way to stimulate the 
economy, as people on the lowest 
incomes have no choice but to 
spend everything they have in order 
to get by. 

“Supporting people on the lowest 
incomes to live with dignity is not 
only the right thing to do, but will 
also have the effect of supporting 
job creation and growth in those 
areas with the most disadvantage, 
which will bring benefits to our 
economy as a whole”. 

“As one of the wealthiest nations in 
the world, none of us should accept 
that Australia cannot afford an 
adequate social security safety net,” 
said Claerwen. 

Kalamunda’s ChurchLINKS 
celebrated its 10th birthday 
in July with a special 
combined service at the 
Kalamunda Holy Family 
Catholic Church. 
ChurchLINKS is a movement 
initiated by Margaret Brodie, a 
member of the Kalamunda Uniting 
Church, in 2009.

As the name implies, the aim was 
for local churches within the Shire 
(now City) of Kalamunda to develop 
a greater knowledge of each other 
and, apart from getting to know 
more Christian friends, to also find 
out more about the community 
outreach programs each church 
was doing. 

The first meeting of interested 
people in July 2009 brought 

UnitingCare Australia has  
echoed calls for an immediate 
increase to Newstart and 
Youth Allowance payment 
levels to ensure their 
adequacy in meeting basic 
living costs.  
UnitingCare Australia is also  
renewing its call for the 

Marcia Maher

ChurchLINKS bringing Kalamunda  
churches together 

UnitingCare Australia echoes calls for immediate action  
on income support 

News

Churches in Kalamunda joined forces to circulate food 
and gifts to local families over Christmas, through the 
ChurchLINKS project, ‘Sharing a Hills Christmas’.   
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Each edition of Revive, we 
want to share some of the 
tasty treats that get served 
up from Uniting Church 
kitchens all over the state. 
Whether it’s for Sunday 
morning tea after church or 
hosting special events, our 
cooks in the kitchen do an 
amazing job! 
Want to have your recipe included? 
Email them to revive@wa.uca.org.au  
or post them to Uniting Church WA, 
GPO M952, Perth 6843

This edition, Beth Swallow from York Uniting Church  
has sent in one of her favourites.

Apple and Cinnamon Slice
Serves 8
Preparation Time: 5 minutes
Cooking Time: 35 minutes

Ingredients
Golden Buttercake mix, 340gm packet
desiccated coconut, 1 cup
butter (melted), 125gm
tinned apple pieces, 400g
sour cream, 300gm
cinnamon sugar, 1tsp

Method
Base
Preheat oven to 180 C.  
Grease a 20cm square cake tin. Line the base and the sides  
with baking paper, extending the paper 5cm over the edge of the tin.
Combine cake mix, coconut and melted butter in a medium bowl.  
Press mixture evenly over the base of the prepared tin.  
Bake for 15 minutes or until lightly browned. Cool slightly.

Top
Spread the tinned apple evenly over the base, followed by the  
sour cream over the apple. Sprinkle with cinnamon sugar.  
Bake for a further 20 minutes or until the sour cream has set.
Cool in tin. Cut into fingers to serve.     

Recipe
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Stories from the  
Inside, a podcast  
from Social  
Reinvestment WA

Reviews

Stories from the Inside 
is a podcast from Social 
Reinvestment WA, a coalition 
of WA organisations, 
including the Uniting Church 
WA, working to fix our broken 
justice system. Each episode 
features one person’s story 
from inside that system and 
how the people around them 
– their children, partners, 
parents and siblings – have 
been affected. 
Storytellers are honest and open 
about their experiences, and 
not afraid to own up to their own 
behaviour. The real impact though, 
is the stories of how they ended up 
on the journey towards the justice 
system in the first place. 

Stories of trauma, violence and 
neglect. 

There’s Tyronne, who grew up in 
foster homes and when reported 
sexual abuse was ignored, and was 
then punished by his abusers. Or 
Theresa, with almost her entire 
family spending time in prison. 
Or Jennifer, whose son was 
incarcerated for something as 
simple as unpaid fines. 

Hearing Renna’s story in the first 
episode really made me think about 
just how terrifying her situation was. 

Renna was homeless and abusing 
alcohol. She needed assistance and 
support, but instead was met with 
aggression – something she’d  
come to expect from authorities. 

These stories are not created 
characters on some American 
Netflix series, but are real stories 
from real people within our WA 
communities. 

As well as sharing these moving 
stories, the podcast includes a 
range of pretty disturbing statistics. 

For example, young people who 
enter the justice system in WA 
are nine times more likely to have 
also been in the Child Protection 
system. And 57% of children and 
young people released from juvenile 
detention are sent back to the 
justice system within two years of 
their release. 

Social Reinvestment WA also 
inform us that up to 90% of 
Aboriginal women incarcerated 
in WA are survivors of family or 
other violence, and 64% of those 
are incarcerated for unpaid fines. 
Indigenous Australians are highly 
overrepresented in WA prisons 
despite being a minority in the 
overall population. 

We’ve all heard the quote ‘hurt 
people hurt people’, but when it 

comes to our ‘justice’ system it 
appears that we don’t want to take 
this into consideration. Through 
this podcast, a series of short 
videos, and online resources, Social 
Reinvestment WA are not calling for 
us to let people off for committing 
crimes, but are calling for a 
complete overhaul of the justice 
system. This includes introducing 
effective programs that reduce 
recidivism and reach vulnerable 
people before they enter  
the system in the first place. 

People with lived trauma need 
support, not added trauma from 
a ‘hard on crime’ approach that 
doesn’t seem to be working. Social 
Reinvestment WA report that while 
WA’s prison population has almost 
doubled in the last decade, crime 
has not reduced. 

I’m certainly no expert in this area, 
and I recognise my privilege, but 
all the more reason for me to learn 
from this podcast. Stories from the 
Inside is a great lesson in just how 
complex issues around offending 
can be. 

Subscribe wherever you get your 
podcasts, and find out more at 
socialreinvestmentwa.org.au/stories.

Heather Dowling
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I, too, am one among many 
who went from an early age to 
remember the ANZAC’s sacrifice, 
remembering the dead. I too have 
moved to a deep attachment, 
for instance, to the stories of the 
survivors of the Stolen Generations, 
remembering the living and their 
fathomless loss. This book helps me 
understand a wave of change on the 
edge of my life.

The story also locates the physical 
memorials within the wider 
narrative of injustices done. They 
are often purposed as ‘so this may 
be remembered and then never 
happen again to anyone else’. 

However, two things at least dull the 
edge of this sharp purpose.  

Firstly and often, bureaucrats and 
politicians can make the memorial 
as part of an agenda of reparations 
but, in order to want the problem 
to go away, they can plan it in ways 
that sideline the victims whose 
memory it is. The resulting design 
dulls the realities of the story. 

Secondly, the memorials are 
noticeable only when new. The 
enthusiastic supporters who 
campaigned for it soon get old and 
tired. And like all street fixtures, the 
memorial objects quickly become 
invisible in the public spaces they 

occupy, a lunch spot or an ignored 
object to walk around. Anyone 
who reads the plaques may ‘get 
it’, but few stop to do that. It is a 
passive way to try to create a public 
memory. 

That is not enough of a reason to 
stop making memorials, but Alison 
points out several memorials that 
build memory in other ways as 
well – an annual ceremony, curated 
ways of interacting with the site, a 
longer involvement of community 
development strategies in creating 
the site, artist’s generous use of 
forms and processes to sharpen 
meaning-making, rather than blunt 
them.’

Perhaps one of the memorials 
surveyed is near your place. 

Reading this book will prepare you 
to read the site, to respond with 
more insight and empathy to its 
story and, even more, to understand 
the context in which these great 
losses were suffered. Then, you will 
have a response that is true.

I was surprised by this book. 
I know Atkinson-Phillips’ 
work from previous 
associations, so it wasn’t 
the high quality readability 
that surprised me. It flows 
beautifully and carefully. 
I also knew it would be 
compassionate. As she travels to  
survivor memorials around Australia,  
Alison records the persons involved 
with empathy and the aesthetics 
of each site with sympathy. I 
often found myself quite moved, 
not because of any journalistic 
milking of my sympathy, but in the 
competent record of the story. 

Why was I surprised? I just didn’t 
think that I would like the book all 
that much. It is a survey of record 
and I thought it would be laborious 
in detail and philosophy. 

Yes, it records in detail who did 
what and why, as a good researcher 
should. Yet it is skilfully framed 
within a history of memorials. 

I half expected that the subject of 
memorials might be irrelevant to 
where I am at. However, as the story 
was placed out and the distinction 
between memorial and monument 
emerged more clearly, I found parts 
of myself. 

Survivor Memorials: 
Remembering trauma and loss  
in contemporary Australia  
by Dr Alison Atkinson-Phillips,  
2019, University of WA Press

Rev Dr Ian Robinson

Reviews
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2, which talks about Adam being 
formed from the adamah, the earth, 
and being placed in the garden to 
cultivate and serve it. This word for 
serve, abad, is the same word as 
is used for serving God in Exodus 
4:23. Our Christian heritage 
actually directs us to notice and 
value our kinship with the Earth. 

My own involvement goes back 
to 1997 with the start of the 
‘Earth Bible’ project. A group of 
biblical scholars based in South 
Australia began to develop ways of 
reading the Bible in solidarity with 
the Earth community – meaning 
other species and all of creation, 
not just humans. This has meant 
being critical of aspects of our 

inherited tradition, particularly 
the valuing of the ‘next world’ 

over our present, fragile 
and infinitely precious 
creation. 

It has also meant 
discovering many 
aspects of the Bible that 
are profoundly Earth-
friendly and pushing 
ahead to understand 
them more deeply.  
I am in the last stages 
of writing an Eco-Stoic 

reading of Colossians, to be 
published by Bloomsbury T & T  

Clark next year, so I continue to 
pursue this goal.

This is not an innovation, in one 
sense – but part of the Christian 
heritage, which speaks of God as 
the creator, Christ as the redeemer 
of creation, and the Spirit as 
sustainer of creation. 

Worshipping God along with all 
creation (as the Psalms say), and 
expressing gratitude, love, and a 

Back in 1989, a leader in the 
Orthodox Church, Patriarch 
Dimitrios I, proclaimed 1 
September as a day of prayer 
for the environment. One day is 
good, but not enough. We needed 
a season – like Lent or Advent – 
to think more deeply about this 
neglected part of our faith. 

The month of September, leading 
up to St Francis of Assisi Day at 
the beginning of October, has 
become the Season of Creation, 
inaugurated in the Uniting Church 
through the work of Norman Habel 
and the Synod of Victoria and 
Tasmania in 2004 and encouraged 
by the World Council of Churches 
since 2008. 

As long ago as 1967, scientist 
Prof Lynn White connected the 
ecological crisis with the Bible – in 
particular Genesis chapter 1, and 
the ‘mandate’ it seemed to give 
humans to ‘dominate’ the Earth in 
the words about ‘having dominion 
over every living thing’ (Genesis 
1:26 and 28). 

However, these words have to be 
interpreted in dialogue with the 
story of Adam and Eve in Genesis 

During September, the 
Uniting Church WA supports 
the Season of Creation 
through Sustainable 
September. You can get 
involved by downloading and 
using resources, available 
online at ecochurcheswa.net/
worship.resources 
As one of the Biblical scholars 
intimately involved in The 
Earth Bible project, Rev Dr 
Vicky Balabanski shares her 
thoughts on Christian faith 
and its connectedness to all 
of creation.

When I first started writing 
about the Bible and ecology 
about twenty years ago, it 
was a topic that seemed 
strange to many Christians. 
People often raised their 
eyebrows and wondered 
whether this was a ‘new-
age’ approach to reading 
the Bible. Many Christians 
grew up with the idea that 
‘tree-hugging’ was not a 
topic for church. It seemed 
a bit too close to paganism 
or idolatry – worshipping  
the creature rather than  
the Creator.

That’s no longer the case. In the 
intervening years, we have begun 
to recognise that we worship a God 
who created and loves all things, 
not just human beings. This shift 
began with Christians reflecting 
in many parts of the world about 
the degradation of creation at the 
hands of ‘market forces’ (aka  
human greed). 

Worshipping God along 
with all creation (as the 
Psalms say), and expressing 
gratitude, love, and a 
commitment to care for all 
living things on Earth is not 
new, but our present context 
makes it urgent in a way that 
it has never been before.
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Faith focus

I encourage you to read it, or reread 
it; I find it incisive and profound. 

Let me conclude with two 
suggestions. First, think about 
joining in the Season of Creation 
this September, and encourage 
your minister or ministry team to 
draw on the many online resources. 
This gives space to reflect and 
grow as disciples who reflect God’s 
love for all things. Second, why not 
form an ecumenical study group 
in September to read and discuss 
Laudato Si?

commitment to care for all living 
things on Earth is not new, but our 
present context makes it urgent in  
a way that it has never been before.

Pope Francis’ Laudato Si: On Care 
for our Common Home (2015) has 
been a landmark letter, addressed 
not just to Catholics, but to people 
of every faith and no faith. It 
articulates the connection between 
the flourishing of God’s creation 
and the flourishing of all people, 
and gives some profound analysis 
of the attitudes and practices 
that have got us to this point of 
environmental crisis. 
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Rev Dr Vicky Balabanski is a senior 
lecturer in New Testament at the 
Flinders University Department of 
Theology, and Director of Biblical 
Studies at the Uniting College for 
Leadership and Theology. She is 
a team member and editor of the 
international Earth Bible Project, 
which has produced a series of 
books that seek to read the Bible in 
the shadow of the ecological crisis 
facing the Earth community. 

Find out more on the Earth Bible 
Project at webofcreation.org/earth-
bible/the-earth-bible-project 

Read Pope Francis’ Laudato Si:  
On Care for our Common Home at 
laudatosi.com/watch 



Reflection

Kelly lyrics go, in a song so pivotal 
to the early Indigenous land rights 
struggle, ‘From little things big 
things grow…’

Until this year, I was comfortable 
with my life and felt a true sense of 
belonging within the Wesley College 
community. Then suddenly, as if 
from nowhere, it could have all been 
snatched away from me by illness, 
if not death. I now feel like a new 
person given a second lease on life 
and I am excited for what we can do 
together in this place.

It should not have to come within a 
hair’s breadth of losing one’s life, as 
I have discovered, to be able to fully 
appreciate the twin companions 
of hope and faith that sustain us, 
undergirded always by love.

We have all been given a wonderful 
opportunity to pursue lives of 
service and commitment. Let none 
of us be found wanting.

This article first appeared in The 
Wesleyan, the publication of Perth’s 
Wesley College, a Uniting Church  
WA school.

whom I will never meet, supplied 
the blood I needed for several 
transfusions.

In the midst of all this, I knew I was 
being sustained in prayer, along 
with practical support for my family, 
by friends and by the wonderful 
community at Wesley College. 
Literally, from death’s door I began 
to rapidly recover, almost as quickly 
as the manner in which I fell ill. It was 
truly remarkable, indeed a miracle.

So strongly did my health return, 
I was able to resume my duties as 
Wesley College Chaplain, albeit 
with lots of caveats from concerned 
colleagues and friends about not 
overdoing it, with my first public act 
of 2019 leading the Commissioning 
Service for Wesley College’s new 
Headmaster, Ross Barron.

What an inspiring occasion it was! 
Ross’ speech at his commissioning 
still has everyone talking. Staff, 
students and families alike had tears 
in their eyes as we heard of a young 
and vulnerable student, being taken 
under the wing of a caring teacher 
who believed in the person she was 
entrusted to teach.

The highlight was that after 40 
years of trying to find the teacher 
who gave him so much, Ross was 
able to welcome Aurora Stefani 
into the Wesley College family at 
his commissioning and publicly 
thank her for the diligence of her 
endeavour. As the familiar Paul 

Rev Nalin Perera, Chaplain 
at Wesley College shares his 
reflections on faith, hope  
and love through the journey 
of life. 
Throughout my adult life journey I 
have discovered with each passing 
year that life, first and foremost, 
is a journey of hope, with its twin 
companion, faith.

Ultimately, by necessity, life has to 
also be a journey of love, otherwise 
it will lack depth and any real sense 
of purpose.

In the early weeks of January, I was 
struck down by a mystery illness, so 
serious that I was rushed to hospital 
and admitted to intensive care.

My family were prepared that my 
condition could indeed prove fatal. 
I had been struck down out of 
nowhere and I was truly frightened. 
In my dark moments, I was forced to 
look back upon my life, wondering if 
I had been faithful to my calling as a 
minister; whether I had been a good 
husband and father; whether I had 
caused anyone irreparable harm. 
The list kept on growing.

At the same time, I was so fearful 
of what might eventuate, I was 
surrounded by the unique skills 
of medical staff, who probed and 
pondered until they knew precisely 
what they were dealing with. I 
received unbelievable medical 
assistance, while total strangers, 

My prayer for the 
whole community 
is that we value 
more than ever  
the gift we have 
been given.
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Our seven independent schools provide education for over 8,000 students 
from Pre Kindergarten* to Year 12. They o� er a variety of learning environments, 
from some of the oldest and best-known independent schools in WA to the more 
recently established colleges in new suburbs on the edge of the Perth metropolitan 
area. While these schools respect the faith diversity of all students, the story, values 
and practices of the Christian faith are expressed with integrity in order to nurture 
young lives for sound learning, faith, compassion and responsible service.

EDUCATION WITH
Uniting Church Schools

* Not all schools o� er Pre Kindergarten.

Methodist 
Ladies’ College
356 Stirling Hwy
Claremont WA 6010
T 08 9384 4000
mlc.wa.edu.au

Penrhos College
6 Morrison St
Como WA 6152
T 08 9368 9500
penrhos.wa.edu.au

Presbyterian 
Ladies’ College
14 McNeil St
Peppermint Grove
WA 6011
T 08 9424 6444
plc.wa.edu.au

Scotch College
76 Shenton Rd
Swanbourne WA 6010
T 08 9383 6800
scotch.wa.edu.au

St Stephen’s School
Campuses in
Duncraig and Carramar
T 08 9243 2108
ststephens.wa.edu.au

Tranby College
90 Arpenteur Dr
Baldivis WA 6171
T 08 9524 2424
tranby.wa.edu.au

Wesley College
Corner of Coode St
and Angelo St
South Perth WA 6151
T 08 9368 8000
wesley.wa.edu.au

St Stephen’s School
SERVE GOD SERVE ONE ANOTHER
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