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Editorial

ARPA recognition 
We have some exciting news this edition, as Revive magazine 
recently won an Australasian Religious Press Association 
(ARPA) Award! 
We	won	a	Gold	Award	for	the	‘Best	Social	Justice	Article’,	Rethinking plastic: 
Local action on a global issue,	published	in	our	June	2018	edition.	

The	award	ceremony	and	conference	was	held	in	Christchurch,	New	
Zealand,	in	September.	I	wasn’t	able	to	attend,	however,	Maggie	Johns,	
Media	and	Communications	Manager	for	the	Uniting	Church	WA,	attended	
and accepted the award. 

With	this	being	only	our	second	edition	in	our	new	format	after	taking	a	
short	hiatus	earlier	this	year,	I’m	stoked	for	the	magazine	to	be	appreciated	
in	this	way.	

With	Christmas	just	a	few	weeks	away,	this	edition	we	have	a	Christmas	
reflection	from	Pastor	John	Tomkins	(pg	28),	and	a	spread	on	how	you	can	
make	your	Christmas	gifts	count	in	the	lives	of	others	you	may	never	 
meet	(pg	14).	

As	the	hectic	lead-up	to	Christmas	is	upon	us,	I’ve	been	trying	to	think	
of	some	ways	to	show	my	friends	and	family	that	I	love	them	without	
bombarding	them	with	junk	they	don’t	need	–	and	avoiding	the	crowded	
shops!	The	appeals	on	page	14	are	a	great	place	to	start.	

There	are	also	plenty	of	ways	to	give	that	don’t	add	to	the	stress	on	our	
environment	by	avoiding	single-use	plastic	and	over-packaging.	I	recently	
went	to	a	workshop	where	I	learnt	how	to	make	a	‘low-tox’	body	scrub	and	
a	body	cream	using	ingredients	found	in	my	local	bulk	food	store.	I	could	
easily	make	these	as	gifts	for	friends.	

And	let’s	not	forget	all	the	amazing	edible	gifts	that	are	so	simple	to	make!	
Everyone	loves	a	homemade	slice,	I	know	we	have	a	few	traditions	in	our	
family	that	would	surely	be	missed	if	they	weren’t	on	the	table.

Our recipe this edition will make a great addition to the Christmas spread, 
it’s	a	tasty,	sweet,	no-bake	date	slice,	sent	in	by	Maureen	Skeet	from	
Rockingham	Uniting	Church	(pg	25).	And	don’t	forget	to	keep	sending	in	
your	recipes,	letters	and	other	creative	pieces.	This	edition	we	were	also	
lucky	enough	to	receive	a	prayer	and	a	hymn,	written	by	Rev	Bill	Jenkins	for	
Guildford	Wesley	Chapel.	

Send	your	letters	and	contributions	to	revive@wa.uca.org.au,	or	mail	them	
to Revive	magazine,	GPO	Box	M952,	Perth,	6843.	

Have	a	fantastic	and	safe	Christmas	holiday	period.	

Heather Dowling, Editor 
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Congratulations  
Congratulations on the first edition of the 
new Revive	magazine.	It	is	a	quality	magazine	
in both presentation and content. It is a huge 
improvement on the “old” Revive.
The	cliché	‘think	global,	act	local’	is	as	
relevant	to	the	church	as	it	is	to	many	other	
organisations. However, often the motivation, 
week	by	week,	to	stay	involved	comes	from	
the local congregation.
For	many	in	our	fellowship	it	is	the	example	
they	see	in	local	parishes	around	the	state	
that	inspires	them	to	stay	committed.
Glancing through the new Revive it is pleasing 
to see a good number of stories about local 
people	and	churches.	This	puts	‘flesh	on	the	
bones’	of	the	church.	They	are	real	people	
making a contribution to the life of our  
global church. 
There	are	many	other	sources	for	obtaining	
information on issues such as politics etc, 
however, it is pleasing to see the church in 
action	in	the	suburbs	and	country	areas.	
Revive is a conduit to our fellow members and 
can make an invaluable contribution to the life 
of the church.
Lloyd Stewart, Albany

Ethics at the end of life
I	write	to	express	my	disappointment	in	the	
article	by	Brian	Hill	(Revive,	September	2019), 
where he states re Peter Singer the following 
“is open to culling out disabled humans at 
either end of life”.

This	statement	blatantly	fails	the	most	
elementary	understanding	of	the	complex	
debate going on at the moment. As one who 
has presented a number of papers with Peter 
Singer and Helga Khruse from a Christian 
perspective on ethics in medicine, I believe 
that	Hill	totally	distorts	the	insights	of	
Utilitarian	philosophy	and	fails	to	express	even	
some	of	the	very	historic	and	contemporary	
expressions	of	bio-ethics	of	today.	
Over	the	past	year,	I	have	written	and	
presented	at	both	city	and	rural	seminars	
on the right to die and be assisted in that 
process.	As	one	who	has	spent	nearly	40	years	
in	the	field	of	bio-ethics	at	a	number	of	levels,		
I	found	Ken	and	Brian	Hills	approach	lack	the	
much deeper assessment that can be made 
from a theological perspective. 
My	big	concern	with	the	Uniting	Church	in	
Australia	is	that	it	has	totally	lost	its	way	

Letters 

from being an informed and informing church 
to a simplistic, bordering on fundamentalism, 
organisation with no leadership or direction. 
Brian Carey

Thanks so much to Arthur Cook for sending  
in this prayer, written by Rev Bill Jenkins, and  
a Hymn written by himself and Tania Daines,  
for the Guildford Wesley Chapel.

Prayer for all children
Lord, bless all children.  
May	they	grow	in	love	and	compassion.		
May	they	be	surrounded	by	the	security	and	
love	of	their	family	and	by	good	fellowship	with	
other people.  
May	they	remain	healthy,	happy	and	free	from	
fear	and	conscious	of	God’s	presence	in	their	
lives.		May	they	find	fulfilment	in	a	peaceful	
world, free from confusion and aware of the 
blessing of Christ in their lives.  
Amen

God Knows How We Feel
Refrain
God knows how we feel
God knows how we feel
When	we	are	glad	and	filled	with	joy
When	we	are	sad	with	sorrow	and	pain
God knows how we feel 
God knows how we feel
1.    God sent his son to be born on Earth 

To	Joseph	and	his	wife,	Mary 
Hardship and struggle, a poor carpenter 
Experiencing	life,	just	like	you	and	me

Refrain
2.	 	He	felt	the	joy	of	the	people	redeemed 

Sorrow	for	those	who	turned	away 
He showed compassion to those in need 
Guiding	them	all	to	that	heavenly	day

Refrain
3.	 	On	the	cross	he	suffered	for	all 

Those	who	believe	may	heaven	attain 
No	more	sorrow	or	suffering	pain 
Eternal life is our ultimate gain

Refrain
4.	 	Sometimes	we	may	think	that	we	are	alone 

Weighed	down	with	troubles	and	despair 
Often,	we’re	tired	and	lonely	with	fears	

 But	remember	our	Saviour	will	always	be	there	
Refrain 

4        Issue 67  |  December 2019



Moderator

but the design of a loving and 
purposeful God. 

Jewish	scholar,	Moshe	Weinfeld	
says,	“this	(Psalm)	refers	to	the	
imposition	of	equality,	order	and	
harmony	upon	the	cosmos	and	the	
elimination of forces of destruction 
and chaos”. 

Put	simply,	God	brought	order	out	
of chaos, as a builder takes a pile 
of	raw	materials	and	rightly	relates	
them to each other to form a house, 
our place, the blue planet.

There	is	a	second	image	that	I	find	
equally	intriguing,	it	is	the	weaving	
of a garment. 

Just as God turned a chaos into a 
cosmos, so God turned a tangle 
into	a	tapestry.	The	sea,	the	clouds,	
the light and all the forces of nature 
are called garments that God has 
woven	and	wears	(Psalm	102:	26).	

So the world is not the result of 
merely	random	eruptions,	but	
rather more like a fabric, the work 
of	a	skilled	weaver.	Both	the	images	
of a house and a garment remind 
us	of	relationship.	Simply	throwing	
threads on a table does not produce 
a	fabric	any	more	than	a	heap	of	
bricks becomes a house. 

There	is	a	personal	intentionality	
about	every	house	and	every	
garment. God has put it all together 
in a beautiful, harmonious, 
interdependent and knitted universe, 
with	everything	in	place	for	human	
community	to	flourish.	

This interwoven masterpiece 
the	Bible	calls	‘shalom’	(multi-
dimensional	peace).	This	is	God’s	plan	
for the whole cosmos, the peace and 
reconciliation of our spiritual, social, 
emotional	and	physical	world.	Only	
this kind of God-inspired vision can 
truly	save	the	Earth.

Blessings,	

Rev Steve Francis, Moderator of the 
Uniting	Church	WA

‘Save the planet’, ‘care  
for creation’, ‘love the 
environment’ are some of the 
slogans we hear as the voice 
of concern gets louder for 
our beautiful, yet plundered 
and polluted planet. 
Behind	these	concerns	for	our	
ecology	there	is	a	deeper	question;	
is there a purpose, a plan or indeed 
a	mind	behind	the	solar	system?	 
Are	we	just	the	result	of	freak	
accidents of cosmic collisions or is 
there	more?	

The Scriptures give us some 
wonderful clues towards 
understanding	the	mystery	of	
the	universe.	The	Bible	describes	
creation	as	architectural.	God	says	
to	Job,	“Where	were	you	when	I	laid	
the foundations of the Earth… and 
marked	out	its	dimensions”	(Job	
38:4-6).	This	speaks	of	the	creative	
work of a builder or architect 
thoughtfully	considering	how	to	
best construct a habitat, a home for 
humans and for God. 

Moreover, the Psalms speak of a 
moral foundation that undergirds 
the universe, “righteousness and 
justice”	(Psalm	33).		So	our	world	
is not meaningless and amoral, 

A house and a garment:  
hope for the planet

1 December  Preaching at Kingsway Methodist Church 
2 December Good Sammy’s  International Day of
 People with Disability celebration
3 December   Senior Years Assembly at Methodist 

Ladies’ College (MLC)
6 December  Volunteers Christmas lunch with Uniting 

Church WA Archives
6 December  Secondary End of Year Event at 
 St Stephen’s School Carramar
10 December  Primary End of Year Event at  

St Stephen’s School Duncraig
10 December Synod Standing Committee

11 December Speech Night at Scotch College
12 December  Speech Night at Presbyterian Ladies’ 

Ladies College (PLC)
13 December Uniting Church WA Staff Christmas Lunch
18 December Heads of Churches Meeting

10 February Synod Standing Committee
18 February  Heads of Churches Meeting
23 February  Preaching at St Stephen’s Applecross  

Uniting Church 

February 2020

December 2019
Moderator’s Diary
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Rev Steve Francis, Moderator of the Uniting Church 
WA, pictured at the 43rd Annual Meeting of the 
Synod of WA with Rev Dr Emanuel Audisho.



The	workshop	aimed	to:	engage	a	
range	of	well-respected	experts;	
provide	opportunity	for	people	
to learn about countering global 
warming	and	its	impacts;	to	
bring	people	from	different	
denominations and faiths together 
on	a	common	cause;	to	foster	
understanding	between	different	
denominations	and	faiths;	and	to	
explore	the	possibility	for	further	
interfaith activities and experiences.

Looking to the future, All Saints 
Floreat	Uniting	Church	Creative	
Living Centre are planning another 
workshop in June 2020, with a more 
practical approach.

Marie	Yuncken,	Secretary	at	All	
Saints	Floreat	Uniting	Church	
Creative Living Centre, accepted 
the award.

Both	winners	will	receive	a	financial	
contribution	from	the	Uniting	
Church	WA	towards	their	projects.

In the future, the congregation 
plans	to	participate	in	a	‘love	attack’,	
where instead of holding their own 
worship	on	a	Sunday	morning,	
they	will	attend	and	participate	in	
worship of another congregation  
to support and bless them.

Rev	Luke	Williams,	Minister	at	The	
Billabong	Uniting	Church,	accepted	
the award.

In	Floreat,	All	Saints	Floreat	Uniting	
Church Creative Living Centre 
also received an Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Award for their work on 
the	‘Sustainability	Now’	workshop.

Held in June, the workshop was 
widely	advertised	in	the	community	
and attracted over 70 people from 
many	denominations	and	people	
from non-church backgrounds.  
The workshop addressed issues 
around	sustainability	from	an	
ecumenical, theological and 
scientific	perspective.

This year, the Uniting Church 
WA Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Award, was presented to 
two Uniting Church WA 
congregations at the 43rd 
Annual Meeting of the Synod 
of WA.
Rev	Justine	Wall,	Convenor	of	
the	Ecumenical	Affairs	Network,	
presented the awards.

“The award is designed to celebrate 
ecumenical initiatives in our 
congregations, agencies and 
schools,” she said.

“I	want	to	give	my	congratulations	
to	The	Billabong	Uniting	Church,	
and	Floreat	Uniting	Church	and	their	
Creative Living Centre.”

The	Billabong	Uniting	Church	has	
a strong desire to work with other 
Christian denominations. Their 
building	officially	opened	in	2015,	
and	was	always	designed	to	be	a	
multifunctional	community	centre.

Five churches from other 
denominations	currently	worship	 
at	The	Billabong	Uniting	Church 
and	Community	Centre	over	
Saturday	and	Sunday	each	weekend.	
Regular	coffee	and	prayer	meetings	
are held at the site, representing 
eight Christian denominations. The 
site	is	also	available	and	frequently	
used for training and supporter 
events for Christian ministries such 
as	Barnabus	Fund,	Kairos	Prison	
Ministry,	Bible	Society	Australia	and	
Scripture	Union.

Faith in action  

Ecumenical  
win for two  
Uniting Churches 
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The Disciples of Jesus Catholic Community worship  
at The Billabong Uniting Church each Sunday. 



More than 80 people 
gathered at Beldon 
Uniting Church for an 
intergenerational Seniors’ 
Morning Tea in November. 
Organised by the Caring 
Hands group of the church, 
guests were invited from 
various aged care residential 
sites, and treated to a range 
of entertainment. 
Children	from	the	Beldon	Early	
Learning Centre, an outreach of 
Beldon	Uniting	Church,	performed	
a	selection	of	nursery	rhymes,	
and	children	from	the	local	Beldon	
Primary	School	performed	some	
drumming. The school is located 
across the road from the church and 
they	share	a	relationship	through	
the school chaplain. 

A local ukulele group also performed. 

Margaret	Bizzell,	lead	organiser	 
of	the	event,	said	the	Seniors’	
Morning	Tea	went	so	well	that	they	
will	probably	make	it	an	annual	
event.	It	was	a	great	way	to	reach	

out	into	the	community,	and	to	give	
some	older	people	a	fun	day	out	
meeting others. 

It was also a great intergenerational 
event for those living in aged care to 
connect with children. 

“The place was packed. It was 
lovely,”	Margaret	said.	

“We	had	people	from	age	3	to	
99	there	all	enjoying	fellowship	
together	and	having	a	lovely	time.	 
It was so special.

“The older people, a lot of them 
are	in	care	homes.	They	don’t	see	
grandchildren, so having the little 
ones	come	along,	it’s	really	special	
for them. 

“I’m	passionate	about	working	in	
the	community	and	getting	people	
from	the	community	into	the	
building,” Margaret said. 

Each	guest	received	a	gift	as	they	
left of a packet of tissues wrapped 
in a handkerchief, with a short 
message.	The	gifts	were	made	by	
the Caring Hands group. 

Caring Hands, who initiated the 
Seniors Morning Tea, meets 
fortnightly	on	Fridays,	from	
10.00am	to	12.30pm	at	the	church.	
They	craft	items	for	dementia	
patients and special needs children, 
as well as making small hearts for 
the	chaplain	at	Beldon	Primary	
School	to	hand	out	to	kids	who	may	
need	some	support	that	day.

They	also	support	each	other	and	
have grown great friendships. 

“As well as providing a valuable 
service	to	the	community,	the	group 
acts as support for the members 
themselves,” Margaret said. 

“When	they	get	together	they	can	
share worries, problems and a good 
laugh, as well as admiring all the 
creations that have been brought 
into the meetings. 

“It’s	great	therapy	for	all	concerned	
and	the	kettle	is	always	on.”	

Find out more about the  
Caring Hands group at 
unitingchurchwa.org.au/beldon-
iluka/caring-hands-craft-group .
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Faith in action

Emma leads children from the Beldon Early Learning Centre in  
their performance of nursery rhymes at the Seniors’ Morning Tea.



about	respecting	people’s	stories	
and	their	privacy.	She	also	said	she	
loved	seeing	the	joy	on	people’s	
faces	when	they	visit	the	museum	
from local aged care residences. 

“They	shuffle	in	on	their	walking	
frames, see the dresses, and their 
eyes	open	wide!”	she	said.	“They	
look, smile and start talking. The 
supporters	say	they	don’t	talk	much	
in	their	homes,	at	the	museum	they	
don’t	stop!”	

The	Albany	Uniting	Church	Museum	
is	open	to	the	public	on	Tuesdays,	
Wednesdays	and	Thursdays	from	
10.00am to 12noon, at 12 Duke  
St	Albany.	

For more information, visit 
findalbany.com.au/textiles-
historic-wedding-gowns or email 
unitingchurchalbany@gmail.com .

Heather Dowling
Also	on	display	are	early	Bibles	and	
hymn	books,	original	light	fittings,	
door	locks	and	a	key,	horse	shoes	
and some old beer bottles found 
underneath the church when the 
floor	was	lifted.	

Over time, the curator of the 
museum has collected a stunning 
array	of	wedding	dresses,	ranging	
from	the	1880s	right	up	until	the	
1990s,	displaying	all	the	glorious	
fashions of the time. The museum 
has	about	60	wedding	dresses	on	
display	–	each	one	coming	with	its	
own fascinating, interesting or  
sad	story.	

As well as wedding dresses, the 
museum has a range of 20th 
century	garments	from	the	Albany	
Historical	Society.	

The	museum’s	curator,	a	member	 
of	the	Albany	Region	Uniting	
Churches, said she has learnt a lot in 
collecting	all	the	displays,	especially 

The Albany Uniting Church 
Museum, located in the  
Duke St building, is a treasure 
trove of church history and 
amazing textiles. 
The	museum	became	a	possibility	
when some old blueprints and a 
concept plan of a new church were 
found	in	an	upstairs	balcony	which	
had	previously	housed	the	church	
organ.	That	‘new	church’,	was	the	
original Methodist Church, which 
was	completed	in	1893.	

The priceless paperwork was 
repaired	and	conserved	–	marking	
the	beginning	of	the	journey	to	a	
museum in the church. 

Some more historical items from 
the	early	days	of	the	church	were	
recovered and moved from the 
balcony	into	the	hall,	including	old	
photos, meeting notices, letters and 
various	certificates.	

A treasure  
trove of  
Albany history  

Our backyard
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Judy admires her mother’s wedding dress, which  
is on show at the Albany Uniting Church Museum. 



Our backyard

Nature play adventures take over  
South Perth   
After months of planning and 
preparation, the South Perth 
Early Childhood Centre, of 
South Perth Uniting Church, 
opened their new nature 
playground, on Wednesday  
23 October. 
Despite the short bursts of rain, 
kids	and	adults	alike	took	joy	in	
exploring	the	playground	and	
enjoying	new	adventures.	

A	nature	playground	is	a	specially	
designed	playground	which	
encourages	children	to	play	in	
elements of nature, such as 
climbing	trees,	playing	in	gardens	
and	even	getting	dirty	in	the	mud. 
In	August	2018,	the	South	Perth	
Early	Childhood	Centre	was	 
granted	$65	000	from	Lotterywest 
to build theirs. 

Noelene Moir, Director of the 
South	Perth	Early	Childhood	
Centre,	engaged	Bernhard	Kaiser,	
via	Nature	Play	WA,	a	not-for-
profit	organisation	encouraging	
unstructured outdoor nature 
play	for	WA	children.	Through	
his	business,	Natural	Play	
Environments,	Bernhard	designs	
unique	and	specialised	playgrounds	
through lots of consultation, and 
creates	inclusive	playgrounds	with	 
a focus on art and music. 

Heather Dowling
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“He’s	done	amazingly	well	to	create	
these areas for us,” Noelene said. 
The	new	playground	at	the	South	
Perth	Early	Childhood	Centre	
reflects	Bernhard’s	artistic	flair,	with 
a	‘music	fence’	installed	where	a	
picket fence used to be, separating 
younger	children	from	the	older	
kids. Now, kids can interact with 
each other through the music 
fence, making as much noise as 
they	want.	
“It’s	been	transformed	from	a	fence 
where children are on both sides 
and	segregated,	now	they	share	the 
space,”	Noelene	said.	“They	share	
it	and	they	speak	to	one	another	
through the fence.”
The	playground	also	features	a	boat 
with	a	bow	made	of	grass,	a	fairy	
garden,	water	play,	textured	paths,	
a	cubby	made	with	plant	walls	and	
loads more.  

Noelene said the new additions 
have	been	welcomed	by	staff,	
parents,	kids	and	the	community.	

“Since	it’s	gone	in	our	waiting	list	
has increased,” she said. “The kids 
love it and the parents love it too.”

“We’re	a	homely,	small	centre	and	
now we have a beautiful outdoor 
environment.”

To	officially	mark	the	occasion,	
some children from the centre cut 
the	ribbon,	which	they	had	made	
themselves and tied around their 
new boat. 

For more information about the 
South	Perth	Early	Childhood	Centre 
visit specc.com.au .

To	find	out	more	about	the	benefits	
of	nature	play	for	children	visit	
natureplaywa.org.au .

Children from the South Perth Early Childhood Centre  
cut the ribbon and open their new nature playground. 



No mistakes 
in Creative  
Endeavour 

Guests then each take turns pulling 
small pieces of paper from a box. 
Each one is inscripted with a quote 
about	creativity,	God’s	creation	
or encouragement. This leads to 
a	time	of	discussion	and	prayer	
before taking up their art works. 

Elizabeth	leads	the	group,	but	is	 
not	in	charge;	Creative	Endeavour	 
is	a	community.	

“We’re	connecting	with	our	art,	
we’re	connecting	with	our	spiritual	
energy,	and	we	connect	with	other,”	
Elizabeth	said.	

“It’s	vibrant;	it’s	got	vitality.	Even	
though	it’s	random,	it	all	kind	of	
fits.	And	that’s	what	community	is	
about.	It’s	thriving,	it’s	pumping.	

“Creativity	is	a	discovering	process.	
You	go	on	a	journey	with	your	art,	
whatever form of art it is. 

“You	refine	and	so	on,	and	that’s	
what this is about. There are no 
mistakes.”  

Participants	range	from	university	
students	to	retirees,	from	job	
seekers	to	people	who’ve	recently	
lost	a	partner.	Everyone	is	welcome	
at Creative Endeavour, and 
everyone’s	creativity	is	celebrated.	

Elizabeth	has	always	had	a	flair	for	
art, having a background in  
interior design in both commercial 
and residential environments.  
Her career involved a high level  
of	creativity	and	complex	
construction, which she loved. 

“It’s	all	about	the	journey,”	Elizabeth	
Bishop,	founder	and	leader	of	
Creative Endeavour, tells me. And 
what	a	journey	it	is.	

There	are	many	ways	to	appreciate	
art;	but	for	those	who	are	using	
artistic	creativity	for	personal	
enjoyment,	it’s	the	process	–	the	
journey	–	that	often	leads	us	to	 
new places. 

Creative	Endeavour	meets	weekly	
at	Kalamunda	Uniting	Church	and	
invites guests to pursue their own 
creative interests in a Christian 
environment. Each session begins 
with the lighting of a Christ candle 
and acknowledging that God 
entrusts	us	with	God’s	love	to	create,	 
and to bless those around us. 

Profile

In the bushy surrounds of Perth’s hills, a Uniting Church congregation is 
bringing life to the community through art and creativity. Kalamunda  
Uniting Church’s Creative Endeavour program is reaching people in ways  
the congregation could not have initially expected. 

Heather Dowling

Members of Creative Endeavour with a banner they helped create, which was used during worship throughout Sustainable  
September at Kalamunda Uniting Church. left to right : Pauline McKenzie, Elizabeth Bishop, Angela Coulthard and Dr Michelle Bunn. 
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“It’s	burnt	and	destruction	and	it’s	
really	hurting.	And	then	life	starts	
to	spring	forth.	There’s	a	gradual	
progression of life emerging, and 
then it comes through to all these 
flowers	and	it’s	in	full	bloom.	And	
then after that it comes into a place 
of peace. 

“We’ve	put	the	green	to	the	front,	
so	that	it	leads	our	eyes	to	the	altar	
and to the cross. 

“This	is	what	happens;	it’s	a	spiritual	
journey	for	each	of	us.	God	has	
entrusted us with love to create 
and	bless	those	around	us	–	that’s	
exactly	what’s	happening	here.”	

The banners were hung in the 
church along with a beach 
installation of sand, shells and 
flowers	at	the	altar.	Rev	David	
Tressler, Minister at Kalamunda 
Uniting	Church,	led	Sunday	worship	
during September with a focus on 
the	wilderness,	God’s	Creation	and	
our call to protect it. 

During	another	energetic	‘paint-
a-thon’,	participants	of	Creative	
Endeavour	had	a	fantastic	day	
getting	messy	in	the	sun.	Elizabeth	
laid out paper in the car park of the 
church, and the artists went to  
town with paint, rakes, brooms, and 

those	who	feel	they	are	not	creative	
–	to	find	their	creativity	from	within	
and	their	own	ways	to	share	it.	

Part of this expression was showcased  
in the worship space at the church 
during Sustainable September. 

The artists of Creative Endeavour 
had each worked on large paintings 

on paper, creating patterns and 
random	beauty	in	bright,	spring	
colours. One of the members then 
cut a square from each of them to 
create banners for the church. As 
she was doing so, she noticed a 
story	emerging.	

“She got into it and the art started 
to	speak	the	story,”	Elizabeth	said.	

“The	banners	at	the	very	back	of	
the church have a lot of black and 
burns	and	it	tells	the	story	of	the	
environment hurting. 

She then took up work in creative 
development with people living 
with	disabilities.	For	over	six	years,	
Elizabeth	worked	with	people	who	
had quite restricted movement and 
communication. 

“They	were	probably	my	biggest	
teachers,” she said. “I supported 
them and taught them and a lot of 
them	sold	work.	It	was	amazing.	

“They	taught	me	what	our	forests	
are teaching me, that randomness 
is	okay.	Randomness	has	a	beauty	
about it. 

“When	you	go	to	the	beach	and	look	
around,	God	hasn’t	placed	‘that’	
there	and	‘that’	there.	It’s	random	
and	it’s	just	so	beautiful.	

“It	allows	your	spirit	to	have	a	
freedom about it. Your spirit soars 
with this wonderful freedom within 
God’s	creation.”

“Because	these	people	had	so	many 
limitations	they	were	only	able	to	
produce art from within. 

“Most of their work was sold and 
people love it.  Some of the works 
are	in	boardrooms	in	Sydney.”

Now as an Elder and volunteer 
at	Kalamunda	Uniting	Church,	
Elizabeth	is	passionate	about	
encouraging	people	–	especially	

“  Creativity is a  
discovering 
process. You 
go on a journey 
with your art, 
whatever form 
of art it is”
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through the paint. And then another 
woman came along and she ended 
up on her hands and knees, using 
her	whole	arms,	her	whole	body!

“It	was	really	cathartic!”	

Elizabeth	feels	that	this	kind	of	
freedom of expression is good  
for the soul, and is connected to  
a larger source. 

“One	thing	that’s	so	beautiful	 
about	our	forest	is	that	it	is	very	
natural,”	she	said.	“When	things	
fall or grow, seeds fall however 
it	evolves	and	happens,	you	
think,	‘that	is	amazing.	That	is	so	
beautiful,	why	can’t	I	do	that?’	

“And	I	think,	‘well	hold	on,	we	can.	
We	can	allow	the	freedom	of	our	
movement.’

“With	this	artwork,	that’s	what	it’s	
about.	It’s	allowing	the	freedom	of	

even their own bodies, to create  
a masterpiece. 

Dr	Michelle	Bunn	attends	 
Creative Endeavour, and said it  
was a great process. 

“I	remember	standing	there,	my	
body	language	was	all	closed	off,	
and	I	thought,	‘I	can’t	do	this’,”	 
she said.  

Reminding herself that as a leader 
in the church she wanted to show a 
good example, Michelle decided to 
go all in. 

“So	I	took	my	shoes	off	and	put	
paint on the paper and tried walking 

“God has entrusted 
us with love to 
create and bless 
those around us – 
that’s exactly what’s 
happening here.” 

Profile
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our movement and the things that 
we’re	using	to	create	whatever	form	
comes.	And	it’s	actually	okay.	

“That’s	what	I	want	them	to	
experience in all our paint-a-thons.”

The	final	artwork	was	cut	into	
smaller pieces and used for cards, 
wrapping, bookmarks and all sorts 
of items. 

Artistic	creativity	is	more	than	just	
fun;	it	often	invites	people	to	open	
up and be vulnerable. And these are 
the moments that often lead people 
into	new	paths	–	creating	change,	
and building strength and resilience. 

“It	touches	people	in	ways	one	
would	never	think,”	Elizabeth	said.	
“There’s	a	tenderness	about	this.	

“You	see	our	trees	and	they’re	 
huge	and	also	very	vulnerable.	 
In our vulnerability	everybody’s	 
got	a	story,	everybody’s	going	
through struggles. 

“So	every	little	stroke	on	the	page,	
every	little	stitch	on	a	cross-stitch,	
embroidery	or	knitting,	or	a	mark	 
in	a	piece	of	pottery	is	a	valuable	
asset	to	that	person’s	soul.	And	 
that communicates something  
very	beautiful	to	us	as	well.

“This	little	hub	springs	exactly	 
what	happens	with	creation:	seeds	
grow;	things	move	out;	and	fruit	
grows and blossoms into something  
quite unbelievable. 

“It has its own heartbeat and it 
takes these people, each one, on a  
journey	that	stems	from	the	creative	 
base of love and enrichment.”

As	a	committed	Christian,	Elizabeth	
sees a direct link between art and 
creativity	with	her	spiritual	self	and	
God’s	purpose	on	her	life.	

“In	our	spiritual	life,	it	is	about	God’s	
word	in	our	lives,	but	it’s	actually	
about	living	and	breathing	day-
to-day	experiences,”	Elizabeth	
said.	“Within	a	vibrant	Christian	
community	there’s	opportunity	for	
us	to	discover	our	potential	–	and	
creativity	is	part	of	that	journey.	

“In	that,	you	learn	and	it	inspires	
you.	It	creates	questions.	As	[Rev	
David	Tressler]	often	prays,	we	are	
to embrace our questions, as well 
as	our	answers;	our	fears,	as	well	as	
our	journey	to	overcome	them.	

“So every little stroke  
on the page, every  
little stitch on a cross- 
stitch, embroidery or 
knitting, or a mark in 
a piece of pottery is a 
valuable asset to that 
person’s soul.” 

“Within	a	Christian	community	
there	is	an	opportunity	for	us	to	
accept those questions and fears 
and	take	people	onto	a	journey	of	
discovery.	That	is	a	tender	process	
and	there’s	a	beauty	in	that	–	like	
there	is	a	beauty	in	this	randomness	
before us. 

“We	don’t	know	where	we’re	going	
to	go,	and	we	don’t	know	where	this	
is going to take us, but somehow 
God works it out. 

“When	we	can	align	ourselves	with	
that	freedom	then	I	feel	we’re	open	
to	God’s	purposes	in	our	life.”

Creative Endeavour meets on 
Thursdays from 1.00 to 4.00pm 
at Kalamunda Uniting Church. All 
are welcome to come along with 
either a new project or a project 
they’ve already been working on. 

They recently held their 
annual Art and Craft Exhibition 
in October. The exhibition 
showcased some of the work 
participants of Creative 
Endeavour had been working on 
over the year, and everything  
was for sale. 

For more information visit 
unitingchurchwa.org.au/
kalamunda/creative-endeavour 
or contact the church on  
9257 1154 or email  
kalaucoffice@iinet.net.au. 

Profile
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Get involved

“This	is	a	wonderful	opportunity	
for us to connect with people and 
provide the support individuals 
and	families	need	at	an	emotionally	
taxing	time	of	the	year.	We	very	
much	rely	on	our	Uniting	Church	
community	to	help	us	help	others	
during	this	busy	time,”	said	Gayle.

Uniting	Church	WA	schools	are	
getting behind the Christmas 
Appeal	by	collecting	and	delivering	
Christmas hampers.  The schools 
have also taken part in the 
UnitingCare	West	Christmas	Card	
Competition to support the appeal, 
and the winning designs from 
children are outstanding. 

You	can	order	your	cards	(in	packs	
of	10)	via	the	UnitingCare	West	
website at unitingcarewest.org.
au/get-involved/christmas-appeal 
or	by	calling	the	UnitingCare	West	
Christmas	team	on	1300	663	298.
Target Australia is once again a 
major	corporate	supporter	of	
the	UnitingCare	West	Christmas	
Appeal. All Target stores will sell 

three	specially	designed gift tags 
for $1.00 each, with all the proceeds 
from	the	sale	of	the	tags	in	Western	
Australia	going	to	UnitingCare	
West.	This	money	is	used	to	provide	
emergency	relief	to	those	who	need	
it, to purchase Christmas gifts, and 
as	support	for	the	wider	community.	
Head	into	Target	to	pick	up	your	
gift tags and make an immediate 
difference	for	our	community.	
If	you	would	like	to	make	a	donation	
to	the	appeal,	or	if	your	business	
or congregation would like to host 
a	food	drive,	visit	the	UnitingCare	
West	website	at	unitingcarewest.
org.au/get-involved/christmas-appeal. 
You can also send a cheque made 
out	to	‘UnitingCare	West	Christmas	
Appeal’	to	UnitingCare	West	
Christmas	Appeal,	GPO	Box	8373,	
Perth	WA	6849.	If	you	would	like	to	
make a gift over the phone please 
call	1300	663	298.
Every	gift	to	UnitingCare	West	helps	
to shine a hopeful light for families 
at	Christmas,	and	beyond.

While Christmas is a time 
of joy and celebration, 
almost one third of West 
Australians feel the stress of 
disadvantage and isolation 
during the festive season. 
Many people will seek help 
from charities for their 
basic needs such as food, or 
for assistance paying bills. 
Many more feel lonely and 
disconnected from family, 
friends and their community.
This	Christmas,	UnitingCare	West	 
expect to see more than 2 000 
people at their hubs in Perth, 
Fremantle and Merriwa. For the 
first	time,	UnitingCare	West’s	
Tranby	Centre	in	Aberdeen	Street	
will	be	open	every	day	during	the	
Christmas and New Year period, 
from 7.00am to 7.00pm. 

Gayle	Mitchell,	UnitingCare	West’s	
Practice Lead - Transitioning from 
Homelessness, is expecting a 
significant	increase	in	the	demand	
for	support	at	Tranby.	
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Deborah Ivison, Act for Peace The pledge has been made to 
support	the	70th	anniversary	of	
the annual Act for Peace Christmas 
Bowl	appeal	–	a	pioneering	
fundraiser launched in Australia 
in	1949	to	provide	support	for	the	
millions	of	refugees	suffering	 
after	WWII.		
The	Christmas	Bowl	appeal	was	
founded	by	Rev	Frank	Byatt,	who,	as 
he	surveyed	the	abundance	of	his	
Christmas dinner, felt the strong 

contrast between our abundance 
in Australia and the needs of others 
around the world.  
	“Seventy	years	since	the	first	
Christmas	Bowl	appeal,	we	are	
facing the biggest refugee crisis 
since	WWII,	with	more	than	70	
million people uprooted from 
their	homes	because	of	conflict	
and	disaster.	Christ’s	call	to	‘love	
thy	neighbour’	has	never	been	
more poignant,” said Hannah 
Montgomery,	from	Act	for	Peace,	
the	International	aid	agency	of	 
the National Council of Churches  
in Australia.
To	register	your	church	for	the	
Christmas	Bowl	and	receive	a	
resource	kit	visit:	https://www.
actforpeace.org.au/Christmas-
Bowl/About/get-involved
To read this article in full visit 
revivemagazine.org.au	
 
 

1 300 churches spanning 
15 denominations across 
Australia have come together 
to stand-up to injustice and 
respond to the urgent needs 
of men, women and children 
who are fleeing conflict and 
disaster worldwide. 

Get involved

Australian churches unite to help  
millions fleeing conflict and disaster 

Does it make a difference? 

during	this	past	financial	year.	Each	
life	has	changed,	in	some	way,	forever.		
The woman in the church smiled  
at me. She told me she likes to 
imagine the people she reads about 
in our stories, feeding their goats 
and	going	to	school.	It’s	what	keeps	 
her	going,	keeps	her	giving,	year	
after	year.	
Jesus entered the world as a child, 
helpless. A single infant in whom 
the	hopes	of	humanity	somehow	
resided.	A	boy,	an	adolescent,	a	
man	cut	down	just	as	it	seemed	
possible	something	really	big	 
might happen. 
It	didn’t	end	there.
Today,	the	motley	lot	of	followers	
who believe love is stronger than 
death continue to grow.  Through 
the	work	of	UnitingWorld,	the	
Uniting	Church	in	Australia’s	
international partners in South 
Sudan, the Solomon Islands 
and	everywhere	in	between	are	
sowing	the	seeds	of	the	Kingdom:	
love	powerfully	wrought	through	
peacemaking,	overcoming	poverty,	
the	training	of	leaders	and	the	fight	
for	justice	for	women	and	girls.		

For them and for us, changed lives 
hold up a mirror to the face and 
hands of God.

Not so long ago, a woman 
bailed me up as I made my 
escape from a church where 
I’d been preaching.
“I’ve	given	to	places	like	
UnitingWorld	all	my	life,”	she	said.	
Her voice shook a little as she 
spoke;	I	could	see	it	had	been	a	
good and long life.  
“But	there’s	still	so	much	poverty	
and	suffering	in	the	world!	
Sometimes	I	really	wonder	if	it	
makes	any	difference.”
Understandable.	
Recently,	news	broke	that	global	
hunger has begun growing again 
for	the	first	time	in	decades.	Social	
media is awash with broken lives.
“I wonder that too, sometimes,”  
I told the woman, because I do. 
You	can’t	visit	places	like	India	
or Papua New Guinea without 
being	overwhelmed	by	the	sheer,	
unrelenting	pain	of	humanity.	
“But	I’ve	concluded	that	for	every	
single person, one at a time, who 
comes	just	a	little	bit	closer	to	a	
hopeful	life	–	for	them,	we’ve	 
made	all	the	difference	in	the	 
world,” I said to her. 
That	may	sound	trite,	but	at	last	
count	that	was	202	305	individuals	

Cath Taylor, UnitingWorld

This	Christmas,	as	you	contemplate	
gifts	for	those	you	love,	consider	
the work of these partners and 
your	place	beside	them.	You	can	
support	this	work	by	purchasing	
gifts	for	your	loved	ones	from	
the	UnitingWorld	Everything	in	
Common catalogue. 

As	you	select	your	Everything	in	
Common	gift,	representing	projects	
like clean water, education or animal 
breeding opportunities, imagine not 
only	the	individuals	receiving	the	
gifts,	but	the	transformation	you	
bring	through	God’s	people	to	 
God’s	world.	

That’s	the	kind	of	difference	that	
matters.  
Find out more at 
everythingincommon.com.au
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of clean water will make a life changing  
difference to Matthias.  
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Community refugee 
sponsorship: 

The United Nations Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR) forecast 
that 1.44 million people will 
be in need of resettlement 
across the globe in 2020.
Meanwhile,	last	year	less	than	
7% of people in need of global 
resettlement were settled into  
new homes. 

Australia	currently	offers	the	
Community	Support	Program	to	
help resettle refugees into the 
country.	Under	this	program,	
individuals or businesses can 
support refugees to begin their  
new	lives	in	Australia.	This	may	
sound great, but critics point out 
that	the	program	has	some	major	
flaws,	and	is	actually	inaccessible	 
to most people. 

As	global	conflict	is	creating	more	
and	more	refugees	each	year,	
the	Uniting	Church	WA	is	calling	
for a new compassionate and 
generous refugee sponsorship 
program	in	Australia;	supporting	
the	introduction	of	the	Community	
Refugee Sponsorship Initiative. 

Lisa	Button,	Director	of	the	
Community	Refugee	Sponsorship	

Initiative	(CRSI),	said	that	the	
proposed CRSI would mean that  
it would be easier for individuals  
and	community	groups	to	make	a	
real	difference	in	the	lives	of	 
people being resettled as refugees  
in Australia. 

Under	the	CRSI,	people	could	form 
groups	of	at	least	five	to	raise	 
funds to sponsor a refugee or a 
refugee	family,	and	commit	to	
prepare them for their arrival, 
welcome them, and provide 
practical	and	financial	support	
during	their	first	year	in	Australia.	

“It’s	a	way	of	connecting	Australians 
with refugees arriving from 
overseas	and	involving	ordinary	
people in the act of settling and 
welcoming refugees,” Lisa said. 

“Our model recommends that 
those individuals would need to be 
attached	to	a	local	not-for-profit	
organisation	–	so	that	could	be	a	
church,	a	charity	or	a	sporting	club,	
some	sort	of	legal	entity	that	has	
a	presence	in	the	local	community.	
That	organisation	would	essentially	
be the backstop, so that if 
something were to go wrong within 
that group, or there was an issue 

that needed to be solved that was 
outside	the	capacity	of	that	group,	
then	there’d	be	an	organisation	that	
would step up and become involved. 

“The other institutional element of 
all this, is that group would need to 
be	trained	by	an	organisation	that	
is an expert in refugee settlement, 
and	they	would	need	to	be	checked	
and	vetted	by	the	government	to	
make	sure	they	were	appropriate	
people	to	take	on	the	responsibility	
of welcoming and settling a  
refugee	family.”	

People who volunteer in this 
program would commit to 
supporting	a	family	for	12	months,	
beginning with meeting them at the 
airport, and progressing to all sorts 
of activities which could include 
assisting with English learning 
programs, opening bank accounts, 
enrolling kids in school, registering 
for Medicare and other services, 
learning	to	drive,	and	finding	
permanent accommodation. 

Lisa said that the CRSI would be a 
huge improvement to the current 
Community	Support	Program,	as	
it would be cheaper for people to 
get involved, and would be more 
accessible	to	community	groups.	

Heather Dowling

a local solution for 
a global issue
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“What	we	currently	have	is	called	
the	Community	Support	Program,”	
she	said.	“The	name	sounds	really	
promising,	but	I	think	it	doesn’t	
actually	do	what	it	says	on	the	box.” 

In	the	Community	Support	
Program, private sponsors need to 
raise	all	the	money	to	support	the	
new	family,	as well as	paying high 
Visa and administrative fees. 

“We’ve	estimated	that	for	a	family	
of	five,	you’d	be	looking	at	about	
$50	000	just	in	fees	before	you	 
start	thinking	about	the	money	 
that	family	is	going	to	need	to	
support themselves for the	first	 
12 months,” Lisa said. 

The	Community	Support	Program	
also	doesn’t	require	a	group	based	
approach, which leads to families 
sponsoring	other	family	members	

to	come	to	Australia	and	join	
them.	Lisa	said	this	in	itself	isn’t	a	
bad	thing,	but	that	it	means	they	
are	doing	it	without	any	support,	
and putting themselves under 
huge	financial	pressure	as	they	do	
anything	they	can	to	bring	their	
loved	ones	to	safety.	

“Our	model	says	we	should	 
embrace that scenario and help 
people who want to sponsor 
a	relative	who’s	still	living	in	a	
precarious situation overseas, but 
let’s	put	a	group	around	that	family	
reunion scenario of people who are 
well-established within their own 
communities	and	have	the	financial,	
social and professional networks  
to	help	people	find	work	and	to	
really	become	well	included	in	 
their new communities.” 

Lisa said there is also concern 
that the current program includes 
criteria for refugees to have work 
either	lined	up	before	they	arrive	
or	have	demonstrated	that	they	
will	get	a	job	on	arrival,	plus	a	
prioritisation of certain countries 
of	origin	over	others.	Both	of	these	
criteria	mean	the	program	may	not	
be reaching the people who are in 
the greatest need of resettlement. 

Disappointingly,	the	Community	
Support Program also takes 
resettlement numbers out of the  
Australian	Government’s	committed	 
refugee resettlement quota, which 
is	currently	18	750	per	year.	

“This scheme, which has thousands 
of	visas	per	year,	comes	out	of	that	
number,” Lisa said. “So members 
of	the	community	think,	‘well	why	
should I get involved in that scheme, 
I’m	just	doing	what	the	government	
would	be	doing	anyway,	plus	it’s	
really	expensive.’	

“One of our asks is that it be 
additional to whatever commitment 
the	government	has	already	made	
in relation to the settlements, so 
that	we’re	growing	the	pie	over	time	
rather	than	just	changing	who’s	
paying	for	it.

“It’s a way for Australia 
to do more and to 
help more refugees 
every year at a time 
when global refugee 
settlement numbers are 
actually shrinking. 
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There	is	pressure	to	find	new	
creative	ways	to	bring	in	other	
stakeholders,	like	private	citizens,	
businesses	and	community	 
groups, to be part of the solution 
and	bear	some	of	the	responsibility	
for	helping	people	find	new	 
safe options.”  

Shankar	Kasynathan,	Refugee	
Campaign Co-ordinator for 
Amnesty	Australia,	said	that	
improving	our	current	Community	
Support Program would 
immediately	affect	people	in	
Australia	who	are	desperately	 
trying	to	reunite	with	their	families.	

“If	this	program	is	improved	today,	
even	if	it’s	not	additional,	even	if	
just	costs	were	reduced,	that	would	
immediately	impact	the	number	of	
families living in Australia who are 
currently	being	exploited	by	this	
awful scheme,” he said. 

“The	scheme	is	the	only	thing	that	
is viable for them in the absence of a 
functioning	family	reunion	program.	

“So	what	we	have	is	basically	
desperate, wonderful families 
trying	to	reunite	with	their	family	
members,	who	are	currently	using	
this	scheme	because	there’s	
nothing	else	to	go	with.	They	will	
immediately	be	impacted.	 
 

 
 

Shankar knows the impact 
community	refugee	sponsorship	
can have on families from personal 
experience.	In	the	early	1980s,	
his	own	family	came	to	Australia	
under a similar program, called the 
Community	Refugee	Settlement	
Scheme.	His	family	was	sponsored	
by	a	Uniting	Church	in	Melbourne.	

Born	in	Sri	Lanka,	Shankar	arrived	
in Australia at age three when 
his	family	was	forced	to	flee	their	
homeland	during	civil	war.	He’s	
heard	terrifying	stories	from	
his parents of their house being 
ransacked	by	police,	and	being	
hidden in a neighbours attic as 
surrounding Tamil houses were 
burnt down. 

On	arrival	in	Australia,	Shankar’s	
family,	including	his	parents	and	
siblings, were welcomed and 
supported	by	their	sponsor	 
family.	They	lived	with	this	family	 
for	two	weeks	before	finding	their	
own home. 

“We	were	sponsored	by	a	family	
in	1987,”	Shankar	said.	“It	was	a	
Uniting	Church	that	actually	helped	
with	resettlement	of	our	family	
in Victoria, in Melbourne. It was 
a church house that we moved 
into,	an	affordable	rental	that	we	
purchased	off	the	market	and	my	
parents	still	live	in	it	today.	

“This model and approach would 
make	a	significant	impact	on	
resettlement outcomes compared 
to a service provider who is 
strapped for cash and resources, 
and working across ten plus families 
as part of their case load.” 

The	Community	Refugee	
Settlement Scheme, which helped 
Shankar	and	his	family	in	the	80s,	
operated in Australia from 1979  
to 1997.  

The	proposed	Community	Refugee	 
Sponsorship Initiative has been 
developed from successful programs  
already	in	operation	in	the	United	
Kingdom and Canada. These 

Feature

“What we’ve heard, 
and what I can certainly 
share from personal 
experience, is that the 
community sponsorship 
model is literally a 
family or community 
waiting for you at the 
airport and helping you 
resettle from day one. 
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Shankar Kasynathan came to Australia from Sri Lanka in the 1980s under the 
Community Refugee Settlement Scheme. He is pictured here as a child with  
his family and his sponsor family. 



programs	have	not	only	helped	
resettle refugees, but also helped 
to	breakdown	some	of	the	‘us’	
and	‘them’	mentality.	Canada	has	
been	successfully	running	their	
community	sponsorship	program	
for	forty	years.	

“Instead of refugees being this 
amorphous group of others, 
strangers	who	we’ll	never	know	
and	never	understand,	[community 
sponsorship] brings locals and 
newcomers	into	close	daily	
contact,” Lisa said. 

“Refugees become 
friends, neighbours, co-
workers and the parents 
at the school gate.” 

“It’s	a	very	powerful	thing	in	terms	
of creating more support for 
a	welcoming,	inclusive	society	
when we have this more intimate 
understanding of one another. 

“In	Canada,	they	describe	this	as	
the	ripple	effect	of	sponsorship.	
There	was	a	survey	done	last	year	
which found about two million 
Canadians	had	been	directly	
involved in sponsoring refugees, 
and	the	population	of	Canada	is	only	
around	36	million.	Around	seven	
million	others	knew	someone	who’d 
been involved in sponsorship, so 
nine million Canadians had some 
exposure or some knowledge to 
this practice of sponsorship. It 
really	makes	for	a	much	more	
understanding and well-informed 

society	than	would	otherwise	be	
the case.”

The proposed CRSI would also 
benefit	people	in	rural	areas,	
many	of	whom	are	desperate	for	
new people to contribute to their 
economies and communities. 
Australia’s	current	program	keeps	
people	in	major	cities,	closer	to	
services.	But	with	community	
support, people could settle into 
these regional areas. 

“There’s	a	lot	of	regional	
communities	who	are	saying,	‘hey,	
we want to see overseas migrants 
coming to our communities as 
well’,	but	they	don’t	have	that	
infrastructure of settlement 
support,” Lisa said. 

“Community	sponsorship	provides	
an alternative to that support and 
it means that refugees who might 
prefer	a	regional	or	rural	lifestyle	
have	an	opportunity	to	pursue	that.	

“In Canada, refugees are now 
settling	in	about	400	locations	
around	the	country	and	only	about	
30	of	those	are	big	enough	to	
sustain	those	major	government	
funded settlement services. The 
same	is	happening	in	the	UK.	

“It’s	often	smaller	towns	that	are	
getting in on this sponsorship 
scheme and its enriching those 
towns, as well as providing a new 
pathway	for	those	refugees.”

Shankar said that the support 
from	the	Uniting	Church	WA	is	a	
great step towards making the 
CRSI	a	reality	in	Australia,	but	now	
people	need	to	act.	He’s	asking	

that individuals approach their 
community	and	church	leaders	and	
ask	them	to	publicly	support	the	CRSI. 

Organisations and individuals can 
write	to	their	local	Mayor,	asking	 
for their council to advocate 
towards a CRSI on behalf of the  
local	community.	

“This	is	one	of	those	very	few	
localised solutions to a global crisis,” 
Shankar said. “And this is where 
local government has been asked  
to	step	up	and	play	a	role.”	

Feature
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The	Community	Refugee	Support	
Initiative has prepared a 2019 
CRSI	Position	Paper	which	you	
can download from their website. 
They	also	have	an	interactive	
map, inviting interested people 
to	express	how	they	would	like	to	
support the initiatives, and refugees 
coming into Australia under this 
program if and when it becomes an 
option. For more information, visit 
ausrefugeesponsorship.com.au. 

To	learn	more	about	how	you	can	
get involved in advocating for a 
Community	Refugee	Support	
Initiative	in	Australia,	visit	amnesty.
org.au/cspresources-2

To	download	the	UNHCR’s	 
Projected	Global	Resettlement	
Needs 2020, visit  
unhcr.org/en-au/resettlement.html

To read more about the  
Uniting	Church	WA	decision,	 
visit	revivemagazine.org.au/ 
2019/09/16/uniting-church-wa-
calls-for-justice-at-its-annual-
meeting-of-the-synod

Shankar Kasynathan, centre right, and other leaders with refugee backgrounds who 
have joined the campaign for a Community Refugee Sponsorship Initiative. 
Left to right: Prudence Melom, Erfan Daliri, Veronica Lopez, Shankar Kasynathan,  
Deena Yako, and Arash Bordbar.

Farid Asghari risked his life as a 16 year old, coming by  
boat to Australia. He’s fighting to overhaul Australia’s  
current Community Support Program, to make it fairer  
so that others can come to Australia safely. 

Shankar Kasynathan came to Australia from Sri Lanka in the 1980s under the 
Community Refugee Settlement Scheme. He is pictured here as a child with  
his family and his sponsor family. 



Rev Roy Surjanegara is the Minister at 
GKI Perth Uniting Church, an Indonesian 
speaking congregation in Mosmon Park. 
This edition, he writes about this year’s 
Family and Culture Month at their church.   

September	is	the	month	to	celebrate	family	life	
and	Indonesian	culture	for	GKI	Perth	Uniting	
Church.	We	call	it	‘Family	and	Culture	Month’.	 
Each	Sunday,	one	ethnic	group	is	highlighted	in	 
the service through the use of the local languages 
for	the	Bible	readings,	songs,	and	prayers.

Musical instruments, clothing, decorations, and 
traditional	food	also	play	an	important	part	in	
creating the atmosphere of being in Indonesia for 
a	day.	This	year,	we	celebrated	the	Batak	culture	
of	Sumatera,	the	Sunda	culture	of	West	Java,	the	
Dayak	culture	of	Borneo,	and	the	Tionghoa	 
culture of Indonesian-Chinese descendants. 

This	year’s	Family	and	Culture	Month	theme	 
was	‘SHARE’.	

Sharing is an important aspect of communal 
life.	Family	life	is	sustained	through	the	sharing	
of resources, values, knowledge, love, and faith. 
Humanity	thrives	through	sharing.	We	are	who	 
we	are	today,	because	someone	shared	
something with us. 

The	scripture	reminds	us	“What	do	you	have	that	
you	did	not	receive?”	(1	Corinthians	4:	7).	

SHARE	can	also	be	an	acronym	for	some	of	the	
things	that	we	can	share	with	each	other:	Smile,	
Help,	Attention,	Respect	and	Empathy.	This	
became	GKI	Perth’s	sermon	theme	for	each	
Sunday	of	September.	

Smile
One	time	during	a	traffic	light	stop,	I	thought	
the	driver	next	to	my	car	was	someone	from	
the church. I turned to him, smiled, and waved. 
It turned out I was mistaken. He was a stranger, 
but I could see the spark on his face as he 
awkwardly	waved	in	reply.	We	both	realised	 
what was going on, and ended up sharing big 
smiles on our faces.

What	a	difference	a	smile	can	make	in	 
human interaction. The best lighting and 
heating	system	a	church	could	have	is	when	 
all the churchgoers can exchange a smile with  
one another!

SHARE and  
humanity thrives  

Reflection
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Children wearing Ulos cloth, traditional Indonesian Batak  
clothing, during the procession into a Sumatera themed  
service, held on Sunday 8 September. 



Help
Our	church	will	always	be	in	need	of	volunteers:	
people helping out with the morning tea, 
greeting	visitors,	musicians,	Sunday	school	
teachers,	and	many	more.	We	are	so	blessed	
with and grateful for the service of our church 
volunteers	that	allow	us	to	sit	peacefully	in	the	
pew	enjoying	the	worship.	

Sometimes in our head we even rationalise it 
by	saying:	‘I’m	choosing	to	be	Mary,	instead	of	
Martha’.	But	can	we	imagine	how	would	it	be	if	 
all	Christians	thought	the	same	way?	

Perhaps,	now	it’s	our	turn	to	cook	the	meal	and	
serve the table in the house of the Lord. 

Attention
In	our	body,	there	are	signs	that	let	you	know	
when	you	have	to	eat,	take	a	bath,	go	to	bed,	and	 
many	more.	When	you	pay	attention	to	them,	you’ll  
then be able to give an appropriate response. 

However,	our	lifestyle	can	be	filled	with	so	many	 
distractions	that	hinder	us	from	paying	attention  
to	the	things	that	matter	the	most.	We	delay	
eating	because	we’re	still	busy	working;	we	can’t	
be bothered to go to the loo because this series 
we’re	binge	watching	is	just	too	exciting;	and	
we numb ourselves up to the point that we no 
longer	feel	the	need	to	pay	attention	anymore.	

As	church	members,	we	are	often	in	such	a	hurry	
to	leave	after	worship	that	we	don’t	take	time	
to	stop	and	pay	attention	to	our	brothers	and	
sisters. As we are sitting on the pew, someone 
next	to	you	might	be	in	pain,	in	anger,	or	in	tears.	
Are	we	aware	of	them?

Let us be more attentive to one another.

Respect
A	mother	once	came	to	me	with	her	complaint:	‘Why	
can’t	my	daughter-in-law	be	more	like	Ruth	in	the	
Bible?	My	life	would	have	been	so	much	better!’	
I	was	very	tempted	to	reply,	‘Have	you	been	a	
mother-in-law	like	Naomi	to	her	Ruth?’	
I	did,	however,	translate	that	reply	in	my	head	into	
politer	sentences	for	her.	My	point,	in	short,	respect	
is	a	two-way	street.	You	have	to	start	by	showing	
one before asking for one. 

Empathy
Have	you	ever	felt	hungry,	but	have	nothing	to	eat?	
Or	tired,	but	no	place	to	rest?	Have	bills,	but	no	
money	to	pay?	
Many	of	us	perhaps	have	never	experienced	
such a feeling of helplessness. Most of us live a 
comfortable	life.	But	having	comfort	shouldn’t	stop	
us	from	having	the	capacity	to	feel	and	share	the	
pain of others. In the cross, our Lord gave a powerful 
example	of	empathy:	Jesus	gave	up	his	comfort,	so	
that	we	may	live.	
Would	you	give	up	some	of	your	comfort	to	ease	
other	people’s	suffering?	
For more pictures and videos, follow GKI Perth  
on Facebook. 

Reflection
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Children wearing Ulos cloth, traditional Indonesian Batak  
clothing, during the procession into a Sumatera themed  
service, held on Sunday 8 September. 

Grace, Christina and Caca singing during a  
Java themed service at GKI Perth Uniting  
Church on Sunday 15 September.  

GKI Perth Uniting Church was decorated for their  
Chinese-Indonesian themed worship service, held  
on Sunday 29 September. 



communities that includes 
holistic and co-ordinated  
support	services;

•  call on the Federal Government 
to begin restoration of overseas 
aid cuts and commit to achieving 
the	internationally	agreed	target	
of 0.7% Gross National Income 
(GNI)	by	2030,	beginning	with	
a return to the top half of rich 
country	aid	donors	by	the	end	of	
the	next	parliamentary	term;

•  call on the Federal Government 
for a compassionate and 
generous refugee sponsorship 
program;	supporting	the	
introduction	of	a	new	Community	
Refugee Sponsorship model  
to assist refugees to resettle  
in Australia.

The	Uniting	Church	is	committed	
to	involvement	in	the	making	of	just	
public	policy	that	prioritises	the	
needs of the most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged	in	our	society.

In 1977,	the	Inaugural	Assembly	
issued a Statement to the Nation. In 
this statement, the church declared 
“our response to the Christian 
gospel will continue to involve us in 
social	and	national	affairs.”

To	read	more	news	from	the	43rd	
Annual	Meeting	of	the	Synod	of	WA,	
visit unitingchurchwa.org.au/blog.

To download media releases  
from the meeting, visit  
unitingchurchwa.org.au/media-
events/media-releases/

The 43rd Annual Meeting of 
the Uniting Church Synod of 
WA was held from Friday 13 
to Sunday 15 September, at 
Scotch College Perth.
Members of the meeting, 
including representatives from 
Uniting	Church	WA	schools,	
agencies, congregations and faith 
communities, made a range of 
decisions,	including	to:

•  support the 2017 Statement 
from the Heart, and urge the 
Commonwealth Government 
to listen to it and establish 
a	First	Nations’	Voice	in	the	
Constitution, and the Makarrata 
Commission;

•  call on the Commonwealth 
Government not to expand 
Cashless Debit Card trials, and 
instead work with communities 
on	transitioning	to	a	voluntary	
scheme co-designed with 

Calls for justice at Annual Meeting of the Synod 

marked	by	the	sincere	respect	
displayed	between	people	of	
differing	views.	No	formal	position	
was taken on the matter with 
the	Synod	deciding	to	extend	its	
deliberation	period.		The	Synod	 
did	formally	recognise	that,	“Within	
the	church	there	is	a	diversity	of	
faithful Christian understandings 
and	responses	to	dying	and	to	
voluntary	assisted	dying.”

Rev Steve Francis, Moderator of  
the	Uniting	Church	WA	said,	“Our	
ministers and care agencies are 
very	familiar	with	supporting	people	
through their end of life stages and 
we heard a number of stories of 
personal experiences. People were 
very	keen	to	listen	to	each	other	
well	and	were	obviously	torn	on	the	

issue. In the end, I think it was a wise 
decision	of	the	Synod	to	take	more	
time to consider the matter.”

An	Interfaith	Prayer	Service	was	held	
in	September	at	St	Mary’s	Cathedral	
Perth, while the proposed VAD 
legislation was debated in the State 
Parliament.	This	time	of	prayer	was	
not a time to advocate a particular 
view of the VAD legislation. 

Prayers	were	made	for	guidance	 
and strength for the various 
professions and families whose 
members	would	be	most	affected	 
by	VAD	laws.	Representatives	of	 
the	Jewish,	Islamic,	Buddhist,	Hindu	 
and Christian faiths were invited  
to participate. 

Read	more	at	revivemagazine.org.au	

At its 43rd Annual Meeting  
of the Synod of WA, held 
from Friday 13 to Sunday 
15 September, the Uniting 
Church WA discussed its 
position on Voluntary 
Assisted Dying (VAD).
Members	held	a	lengthy	and	
meaningful discussion that was 

Uniting Church WA opts to deliberate further on  
Voluntary Assisted Dying
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Each week, participants are invited 
to	learn	more	by	taking	up	some	
recommended reading. 
“I learnt a lot,” Robert said. “I learnt 
about	myself	and	I	learnt	how	being	
a	Christian	fixes	things	up.	
“The	more	spiritual	I’ve	become,	
the	less	materialistic	I’ve	hopefully	
become.	It’s	good	to	have	toys	and	
all	the	gadgets	and	stuff	like	that,	
but	that’s	not	the	important	thing	
anymore,	it’s	the	spiritual	side	of	it	
now and serving the Lord. 
“I used to harbour grudges and I 
used	to	play	things	back	over	and	
over	in	my	mind.	Now,	if	someone	
offends	me,	I	turn	the	other	cheek.	
Now when I turn the other cheek, I 
pray	for	that	person	instead.	
“I	pray	for	the	benefit	for	that	
person,	and	I	also	pray	for	myself;	I	
ask for forgiveness.” 
Robert encourages others to come 
along	and	try	the	Alpha	course	out.	
“It will answer a lot of questions,”  
he said. 

“I	recommend	it	to	anyone.	Even	
if	they	don’t	become	Christians,	
it’ll	still	answer	questions.	And	it’ll	
benefit	them	in	their	life	somehow.”
Alpha	courses	will	be	held	at	Uniting	
Church	in	the	City	on	Wednesday	
mornings	from	5	February,	7.30am	
to	8.30am	in	the	Trinity	Lunch	
Room,	and	Mondays	and	Thursdays	
from	9	February,	12noon	to	1.00pm,	
at	Uniting	Church	in	the	City	 
Wesley	Perth.	
For more information email 
alpha@ucic.org.au	or	visit	
perthunitingchurch.org.au/mission. 

lived in London with her husband for 
12	years,	before	migrating	to	Perth	
with	her	two	daughters	in	1982.
Speaking	at	the	43rd	Annual	Meeting	 
of	the	Synod	of	WA	in	September,	
she	said	she	values	diversity,	and	
feels that it is important for the 
church to remain relevant in our 
wider communities.  
“I’ve	had	the	privilege	of	living	in	
three	continents	and	have	always	
been involved with the life, witness 
and worship of local congregations,” 
she said. “I believe that God  
accepts all forms of worship in all 
languages and forms.
“There	are	many	communities	
around us. Churches have to be 
relevant	in	the	community.	Our	
challenge	is	to	know	how	to	journey	
with them and tell them about the 
risen Christ.” 
Susy	also	believes	that	it	is	part	of	 
her Christian faith to care for  
God’s	creation. 

“I believe, as pilgrim people, we have 
an	opportunity	to	take	a	leading	role	
in	caring	for	all	of	God’s	creation	and	
environment,” she said. 

“I	will	follow	the	example	of	my	
servant	King.	God’s	grace,	mercy	
and	forgiveness	which	I	received;	I	
want to share with others. 

“I	believe	in	equality	and	justice,	
underpinned	by	mercy	for	all.	Every	
day	my	purpose	is	to	walk	humbly	
with God.”

Susy Thomas has been elected 
as the Moderator Elect of the 
Uniting Church WA. She will 
serve as Moderator Elect for one 
year, before being installed as 
Moderator during the opening 
worship of the 44th Annual 
Meeting of the Synod of WA on 
Friday 11 September 2020. 
Susy	is	a	member	of	South	Perth	
Uniting	Church,	and	has	been	the	
Chair	of	the	Uniting	Church	WA	
International Partnerships and 
Development Commission  
since	2018.	
For	26	years,	Susy	was	the	CEO	of	
Drug	Arm	WA,	now	called	Hope	
Community,	a	community	service	
organisation providing support to 
vulnerable people. And in 2010 she 
was	runner-up	for	WA	Citizen	of	 
the Year. 
Susy	was	born	in	Kerala,	India,	into	a	
Christian	family.	In	her	adult	life,	she	

Alpha in the CBD, facilitated 
by Uniting Church in the City 
(UCIC), is starting up again 
in 2020, with a new round of 
courses beginning in February. 
This follows successful courses 
in 2019, including an Alpha 
Parenting Teenagers course  
and an Alpha Prayer course.
Alpha courses are designed for 
anyone	interested	in	finding	out	
more	about	Christianity.	They	
provide opportunities for people to 
ask	any	questions	they	might	have	
about the faith in a welcoming and 
safe space. 
Robert Greenhalgh participated 
in	an	Alpha	course	at	UCIC	
recently,	and	now	volunteers	
with the program. He said each 
week	focuses	on	a	different	
question	relating	to	Christianity.	
Participants watch a short video 
followed	by	a	time	of	discussion.	

New Moderator Elect for Uniting Church WA

Alpha returns
Heather Dowling
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The	Community	Campout	aimed	
to	re-introduce	the	community	
to	the	site	as	its	new	identity	and	
engage people with the learning 
opportunities	it	offered.	

Once	everyone	arrived,	the	
Campout	was	officially	opened	
by	Tim	Brewer,	School	Council	
member,	and	Donella	Beare,	
Principal,	who	told	the	story	of	
the	property,	explained	Nyungar	
traditions that welcome the  
land	and	finished	with	a	prayer	 
over	the	weekend	provided	by	
George	Walley.

Families then spent the afternoon 
taking part in a series of workshops, 
bushwalking,	playing	sports	
and	games,	including	a	fiercely	
contested	tug	of	war.	Workshops	
included	making	billy	tea	and	
damper over the camp fires with  
the	team	from	The	Forest	Discovery 
Centre, choc-chip mining with  
Alcoa and an Aboriginal Art 
workshop	with	Urban	Indigenous	
and Sheila Humphries. 

Donella said the event was heart-
warming, and one that will be 
stamped	in	the	school’s	35-year	
history,	which	has	been	celebrated	
in 2019. 
“You know those moments in life 
where	you	will	be	somewhere	and	
it	is	almost	like	everything	slows	
down	to	allow	you	to	take	in	all	of	
the	goodness?”	she	asked.	“That	

is what I, and some others I have 
spoken to, felt at our campout. 
“For	some,	this	was	their	first	taste	
of camping and the great outdoors 
and it was so wonderful to be a part 
of being able to bring it to them.”
Everyone	enjoyed	a	sausage	sizzle	
for lunch, burgers at dinner and 
toasting	marshmallows	by	the	fire	
at	the	fully	catered	weekend,	before	
the children gathered for an outdoor 
movie	under	the	stars.	While	the	
day	had	been	blessed	with	warm,	
sunny	weather,	the	chill	came	in	as	
many	retreated	to	their	tents	and	
caravans	at	night,	waking	to	an	icy	
morning	gathering	around	the	fires	
for	a	breakfast	fry-up.	
Children then went on a treasure 
hunt	for	special	gold	and	red	honky	
nuts that encouraged them to work 
together and explore. Rugged up 
in	scarves	and	beanies	they	were	
enthusiastic	about	the	quest	–	and	
the	prizes.	
“We	have	really	been	focusing	on	
the	value	of	community	this	year,	
particularly	as	we	celebrate	our	35th	
year	since	welcoming	students,	and	
I	think	it	was	really	evident	at	our	
campout,” Donella said. 
“We	had	families	from	primary	
and	secondary,	teachers	and	
administration	staff	and	executive	
from both our Carramar and 
Duncraig campuses getting to 
know	each	other	in	a	really	different	
environment	–	spending	the	time	
outdoors	tends	to	really	bring	
everyone	together.”

More than 200 members 
of the St Stephen’s School 
community recently enjoyed 
a night under the stars 
at the School’s inaugural 
Community Campout. 
Although temperatures 
dropped below zero, nothing 
could dampen the warmth and  
community spirit of the event.
St	Stephen’s	School	has	owned	the	
115-acre	property	in	Dwellingup,	
which	was	recently	renamed	The	
Kaadadjan	Centre,	for	several	years.	
It is opposite Lane Poole Reserve 
and	is	bound	by	the	Murray	River,	
Bibbulmun	Tracks	and	Munda	Biddi	
Trails.	It	has	been	used	mostly	for	
Outdoor Education and camps, 
but the school has been working to 
open it up to more curriculum areas 
for	learning	and	enjoyment	by	the	
wider	school	community.	
Research and work with local 
Nyungar	Elders	uncovered	rich	
Indigenous links with the area and 
more learning opportunities for 
students. The site was gifted the 
new	name	by	Binjareb	Elder,	George	
Walley,	which	translates	to	‘The	
Knowledge	Centre’.	The	school	
commissioned an artwork  
by	Nyungar	artist,	Nerolie	Bynder	
to	tell	its	story,	which	she	entitled	
Good Knowledge, Good Spirits,  
Good Place.

Katie Lee

BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER

News
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Uniting Churches in WA  
have some of the best 
morning teas and we want  
to share them! 

Not	just	a	time	for	enjoying	
each	other’s	company,	 
church morning teas or  
spreads for special events  
are	a	tasty	affair.	
Have	you	got	a	favourite	
recipe?		Send	it	in	to	 
revive@wa.uca.org.au	or	mail 
them to Revive	magazine,	 
GPO	Box	M952,	Perth,	6843.	

This Easy Date Slice recipe was sent in from  
Maureen Skeet, member of Rockingham  
Uniting Church. This slice has never failed her! 
Bring	along	a	plate	to	your	Christmas	function	this	year, 
your	friends	and	family	will	love	you	for	it.
Just make sure it is kept in the fridge and eaten fresh,  
as it does contain raw egg.
 
 Easy Date Slice
Ingredients
1 Cup of Sugar
250g	of	chopped	dates	
250g	of	Butter
One egg
Half	a	packet	of	Arnotts	Marie	Biscuits
Desiccated coconut

Method
Melt the sugar, chopped dates and the butter in a saucepan on  
low	heat	until	it	is	‘gooey’.	
Beat	in	the	egg,	and	then	crush	the	Marie	Biscuits	and	stir	in.	
Line	a	20cm	lamington	tray	with	baking	paper,	and	spread	the	 
mixture	evenly	into	the	tray.	
Refrigerate until it sets. 
Once cooled, cut into slices and toss each slice in the  
desiccated coconut. 
 

Recipe
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‘People don’t need more 
information, but more 
affirmation; not more training, 
but more recognition of the 
gifts God has already given 
them. They don’t need to be 
recruited, but released. They 
don’t need more courses, 
but more opportunities for 
ministry. They need to be 
valued and appreciated - they 
need your encouragement  
and prayer” (pg 121). 

Based	in	Melbourne,	Pastor	Gil	
Cann is a frequent preacher 
and evangelist across Australia, 
including	rural	WA	and	speaking	
at CampFIRE, an annual camp 
run	by	the	Pastoral	Network	of	
Evangelicals	Uniting	in	Mission	
Action	(PNEUMA).		

His exploration of the most 
pressing issues facing the church 
and	our	society	are	both	challenging 
and encouraging, making this a 
highly	recommended	read	for	
anyone	who	continues	to	hope,	
pray	and	work	for	a	future	where	the 
church	is	relevant	and	effective.

My	personal	copy	of	this	book	
is underlined and highlighted 

Rev Mark Illingworth

throughout, as Gil raises 
our	gaze	from	the	church	
as an organisation,  
where we are all about  
the same thing, to church 
as	an	organism	–	the	 
body	of	Christ	–	where	 
the same thing is in us… 
the	Holy	Spirit.

One huge challenge for me 
is to what Gil calls out as the 
misconceived	strategy	of	the	 
hour	of	Sunday	worship.		

“Church services have produced 
generations of people whose gifts 
have never been used. Despite 
regular attendance, the faith of 
many	remains	nominal;	despite	
years	of	hearing	sermons,	their	
biblical	knowledge	remains	minimal; 
through	lack	of	opportunity	to	
participate, their witness remains 
tentative	(pg	192).”

Gil’s	vision	of	a	healthy	church	
is	where	“every	member	is	living	
astonishing lives in stark and 
winsome contrast to the people 
around	them	(pg	166).”	

This will not be seen in predictable, 
programed	and	inflexible	church	
services.	The	primary	ministry	

of a church is the sum total of 
everything	which	every	one	of	its	
members	says	and	does	in	every	
situation	on	every	day	of	the	week.

What	we	need	are	more	people	to	
be	ministry	facilitators.	People	who	
will	day	by	day	decide	who	they	will	
encourage, whose gifts and callings 
they	will	seek	to	help	identify	and	
develop,	who	they	will	pray	with,	
affirm	and	support.	Gil	calls	these	
people	‘maximisers’.

In	1	Thessalonians	5:11,	Paul	writes	
“Therefore encourage one another 
and	build	up	one	another,	just	as	you	
are	already	doing”.		

Gil’s	heart	is	not	to	condemn	or	
discourage,	but	to	call	us	as	God’s	
people	into	an	even	better	way	 
of being and doing in our time  
and place. 

His book is available at gilcann.com

Red Alert: Does the  
future have a church?
by	Gil	Cann,	2018,	 
Albatross	Books
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dualism that can separate spirit 
from	earth,	but	also	on	the	reality	 
of	doing	theology	on	invaded	land.	

What	is	an	appropriate	expression	
of reconciliation for the church 
to	be	taking?	Where	are	the	
marks of racism still residing in 
our congregations and church 
institutions?	How	are	churches	
giving leadership opportunities 
and promoting representation of 
Aboriginal	people?	What	voice	is	 
the church raising on issues of 
injustice	for	First	Nations	people?	

Finally,	Deverell	provides	a	
significant	selection	of	prayers	
that	intimately	capture	the	heart	
of	his	Gondwana	theology.	They	
are a beautiful expression of 
worship	that	can	easily	be	used	in	
Christian liturgies and a generous 
contribution to the life of the church 
in Australia. Deverell is in Anglican 
ministry	and	so	while	the	prayers	
are more aligned to an Anglican 
liturgical expression, he also spent 
22	years	in	the	Uniting	Church	
following	his	‘Baptist	beginnings’,	
so	his	commentary	is	similarly	
ecumenical in scope.

The Uniting Church has 
come a long way in its walk 
with Aboriginal people, 
but how deeply have we 
contextualised our theology 
in the full history of this  
place called Australia? 
What	colonial	lenses	do	we	still	
look	at	God	and	church	through?	
What	have	we	missed	about	our	
understanding of Jesus and the 
gospel	by	not	fully	appreciating	
Aboriginal	perspectives?	
These are some of the questions 
that	Garry	Worete	Deverell,	a	
Trawloolway	man	from	northern	
Tasmania, has asked in this 
important contribution, to guide 
our	reflection	and	practice	of	
what being Christian means in the 
colonised land of Australia.

Deverell invites us, with a 
sometimes courageous 
vulnerability,	to	consider	his	own	
reconciling	of	Aboriginal	spirituality	
and	Christian	scripture.	He	offers	
both profound insights and 
confronting challenges. Deverell 
turns	a	revealing	light	not	only	on	our  
subtle	and	often	unrealised	Western 

Gondwana Theology:  
A	Trawloolway	man	 
reflects on Christian faith,  
by	Garry	Worete	Deverell 

Geoff Bice

If	anything	is	lacking,	Gondwana	
Theology	is	brief	in	its	detail.	There	
is immediate depth, but much of 
the material begs for a greater 
delving and engagement with other 
thinkers and theologians. Perhaps, 
in	part,	this	is	due	to	the	paucity	of	
Australian theological work with 
a	First	People’s	perspective	for	
Deverell to build from. 

Deverell does point to some others 
who have done such labour, but 
we	can	only	hope	that	Gondwana	
Theology	is	a	foretaste	of	a	growing	
field	of	theological	reflection.

Gondwana	Theology	is	vital	
thinking for the Australian church. 
Deverell	raises	key	questions	for	
the church to consider and take 
action	on.	To	simply	muse	on	them	
may	be	of	interest	and	assistance	
in developing an awareness of the 
Aboriginal context of our churches, 
but it is in acting on the inherent 
justice	issues	Deverell	raises	that	
we	may	fulfil	a	more	authentic	
Australian expression of worship, 
witness and service. 



has	at	last	arrived.	Mary	sings	that	
God’s	mercy	has	arrived,	God’s	
strength	is	active	in	a	new	way	and	
God’s	help,	promised	as	far	back	as	
Abraham, is now present. 

Zachariah	sings	of	the	Mighty	
Saviour	(horn	of	salvation)	who	
was	promised	by	so	many	ancient	
prophets, as now having arrived, 
and	the	covenant	(think	Moses,	
Exodus),	and	promise	to	Abraham	
being	fulfilled	in	this	visitation	
of God to whom his own new-
born son, John, will bear witness. 
Simeon	and	Anna	see	in	the	baby	
Jesus	God’s	long	promised	action	
for the consolation of Israel and 
redemption of Jerusalem.

Celebrating Christmas enables 
us	to	enter	more	deeply	into	this	
story	for	ourselves.	We	offer	our	
gratitude and praise to God for the 
coming of Jesus, together with 
Christian people around the world 
of traditions and situations both 
similar	to,	and	sometimes	very	
different	from,	our	own.	

In our post-Christian, Australian 
context, celebrating Christmas can 
provide opportunities to enable 
people to reconnect with or explore 
more	deeply	the	Christian	faith	and	
the one at its centre.

We	share	in	the	joy	of	the	angels,	
of	Mary,	Elizabeth	and	Zachariah.	
We	sing,	perhaps	more	and	more	
joyfully,	than	we	do	at	most	other	
times	–	in	spite	of	the	overuse	of	
carols in shopping centres and the 
more trivial or irrelevant songs 
which celebrate the season without 
the	reason.	Because	‘a	Saviour	has	

events of Easter and Pentecost to 
share their message and experience 
of Jesus the Christ, the risen, 
crucified	one,	with	the	known	world.	

Although we worship and adore the 
Christ child, our ultimate faith is in 
the	crucified	and	now	risen	Jesus,	
the one who has taken hold of us 
and	whom	we	falteringly	seek	to	
follow	by	the	help	of	his	Spirit.	

So,	why	should	we	celebrate	
Christmas and what might we gain 
from	doing	so?	

Celebrating the birth of Jesus of 
Nazareth	reminds	us	that	our	faith	
is not based on speculation or inner 
experience, but on real historical 
events and a real historical person. 

Our God, the God of Israel and 
the	universe,	has	actually	‘visited	
his	people’	in	the	person	of	Jesus,	
as	Zachariah	puts	it	(Luke	1:68).	
Our God is an interfering God, an 
interventionist God, a meddler so 
serious about loving and restoring 
the people and creation which had 
gone	astray	and	awry,	that	this	God	
comes	as	a	real	human	baby.	

Regularly	reviewing	the	accounts	of	
the birth of Jesus also helps us see 
that his coming is an outworking 
of	God’s	longstanding	plan	and	
purposes. Matthew and Luke 
both	use	genealogies	and	fulfilled	
prophecies to point to this, but in 
different	ways.	

Luke	in	particular	uses	poetry	and	
song in the mouths of human and 
angelic participants to celebrate 
that the rescue, salvation and 
liberation,	long	promised	by	God,	

What does Christmas mean 
for Christians, or Christ’s 
ones? Is the celebration of 
Christ’s birth central to our 
faith or can we do without it? 

Two of our four Gospels do not 
include	the	story	of	Jesus’	birth	and	
Matthew	and	Luke	–	which	do	–	tell	
the	story	from	significantly	different	
perspectives. It seems that the 
celebration of the birth of Christ 
in	a	special	day	or	season	only	
commenced two or three hundred 
years	after	the	time	of	Christ	and	
the earliest church. 

Because	the	church	took	over	an	
existing	(pagan)	festival	of	the	
winter solstice to celebrate the 
feast	of	Christ’s	nativity,	some	
Christians suggest we should not 
celebrate Christmas. 

Without	the	events	of	Easter,	the	
death and resurrection of Jesus, 
I	think	it	is	fair	to	say	that	we	
probably	would	not	be	celebrating	
his	birth.	The	apostle	Paul	only	
mentions	Jesus’	birth	to	confirm	
his	true	humanity	and	descent	from	
David, but in the context of Jesus 
Christ	truly	being	the	Son	of	God	
(Rom	1:3;	Gal	4:4).	

After	Paul’s	unexpected	encounter	
with	the	risen	Christ,	‘Jesus	Christ:	
crucified	and	risen’,	became	the	
centre of his life, preaching and 
writing. He shared this focus with 
the original apostles and  
preachers,	as	the	early	chapters	 
of Acts make clear. 

The earliest followers of Jesus were 
transformed	and	empowered	by	the	

Faith focus
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Sharing in the joy of Christmas:  
Why	do	we	do	it?	
Pastor John Tomkins
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been	born	to	us’	we	do	sing	‘Glory	to	
God	in	the	highest’.
Our faith is enriched, challenged 
and stretched. 
Luke’s	infancy	songs	speak	as	if	the	
salvation and restoration of God is 
fulfilled	in	the	arrival	of	this	baby.	
Mary,	Zachariah,	Elizabeth,	Simeon	
and Anna looked forward and spoke 
as if the Messianic age had arrived in 
its fullness. 
That challenges us, as almost 
2	000	years	after	the	death	and	
resurrection of Jesus, we still see 
the	world	and	its	people	–	including	
the	church	and	ourselves	–	so	far	
away	from	the	biblical	vision	of	the	

Kingdom	of	God.	We	still	long,	pray	
and	work	for	that	‘restoration	of	all	
things’	(Acts	3:21).	

We	are	still	in	that	space	of	the	
Kingdom	being	‘already’	but	‘not	
yet	complete’	as	we	allow	the	rule	
of	this	‘new-born	King’	to	take	over	
our lives.

We	continue	to	work	and	pray	for	
peace	and	justice	as	we	celebrate	
the birth of our Prince of Peace, 
knowing that he is concerned with 
and	involved	in	our	everyday	world,	
and that his forgiving, reconciling 
love is the most powerful force in 
human	history.	

As	we	‘know	his	salvation	by	the	
forgiveness	of	our	sins’	as	Zachariah	
put	it,	may	we	become	agents	of	
wider reconciliation. 
So let us celebrate Christmas! 
Let’s	sing,	feast,	give	gifts,	and	
work for reconciliation, healing and 
wholeness.	Let’s	worship	with	the	
company	of	heaven	and	all	God’s	
people	on	Earth	as	we	sing	‘glory	to	
the	newborn	King’.	
Let us too, respond with the faith 
Mary	showed	as	she	embraced	the	
risky	purposes	of	God.	May	your	
Christmas be a blessed time.
Ps John Tomkins is the Pastor for the 
Remote Area Ministry in Carnarvon. 
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Sustained by faith, 

Travel and spirituality

Lessons from Burke for Derby  
to consider:

1.  Start from the grassroots and 
build-up from what people  
want	and	need.	Don’t	start	 
from	the	top	down	(government	
and	money).

2.	 Never	take	‘no’	for	an	answer.

3.	 Monitor	and	analyse	results.

4.	 		Deal	with	individual	people	 
(kids	and	adults)	one	on	one.	
Consult and listen to what 
individuals	and	groups	want	–	
violence, antisocial behaviour 
and	offending	declines	when	
needs are met.

5.	 	Find	what	‘self-determination’	
means	–	especially	in	relation	to	
the role of men.

6.	 	Make	it	a	project	focusing	
on	Aboriginal	people,	run	by	
Aboriginal people.

7.	 	Be	pro-active	in	both	 
discovering and meeting  
needs,	and	in	policing	by	 
pre-empting problems.

Alistair	emphasised	strongly	that	
the	Maranguka	Project	was	a	 
grassroots initiative that preceded  
the link with the Justice Reinvestment  
concept. It has been shaped and 
driven	by	Aboriginal	people.	

What	an	inspiring	encounter	I	found	
this to be!

Alistair is an Aboriginal man with 
family	roots	in	several	Aboriginal	
groups in western Queensland and 
New	South	Wales.	Previously,	he	
was working as a public servant in 
the	courthouse	in	Bourke	and	in	
daily	contact	with	police.	Together,	
with	one	officer	in	particular,	they	
became	increasingly	aware	of	a	
‘revolving	door’	of	Aboriginal	people	
in	the	justice	system.	

About	ten	years	ago,	Alistair	 
‘walked	out’	to	start	a	quest	to	find	
another	way.

He	was	unemployed	without	
financial	support	for	eight	months	
before	finding	the	first	sponsor	to	
help him work full-time to develop 
what became the Maranguka, 
meaning	‘caring	for	others’,	Project.	
This	was	several	years	before	
linking	up	in	2013	with	Sarah	
Hopkins,	based	in	Sydney,	and	for	
the	Maranguka	Project	to	now	be	
seen as linked with the Justice 
Reinvestment concept that  
Sarah had not long before then 
brought back to Australia from  
the	United	States.

I	learned	some	key	concepts	by	
talking to Alistair. 

My wife and I were lucky 
enough to travel through 
Bourke in western New South 
Wales on a trip through 
central Australia to visit our 
son’s family in Melbourne.  
I have been involved with the 
Mowanjum	Aboriginal	community	
for	over	ten	years	as	a	member	of	
the	Boab	Network,	which	grew	out	
of	All	Saint’s	Floreat	Uniting	Church.	
Through the network, we have 
become	very	familiar	with	the	issues	
that confront Aboriginal people in 
the	Mowanjum	community	and	the	
nearby	town	of	Derby.	

Bourke	has	a	similar	demographic	
to	Derby,	but	is	unique	in	Australia	
because it is the town where the 
concept of Justice Reinvestment 
has	been	actively	pursued	for	nearly	
a decade. The concept is to invest 
heavily	in	community	development	
preventative	programs	for	young	
people and adults that reduce crime 
rates and other social problems, 
resulting in the lowering of personal 
and government costs overall. 

I	had	previously	been	in	touch	with	
Alistair Ferguson, who has been 
the main driver behind what has 
been	happening	in	Bourke,	so	we	
arranged	to	stay	for	a	day	and	 
meet Alistair.  
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Lessons from Bourke
Ross Gobby



The	Maranguka	project	has	three	
working	groups:	Early	Childhood,	
8	to	18	year	olds,	and	the	Role	of	
Men. It has forums in each of these 
working groups that are a cross-
section of local leaders.

There is also now a Government 
Care Group, with representatives 
from	the	Ministry	of	Health	and	
Police and Justice Department, and 
also champions in Government. 

The	Boab	Network	is	continuing	to	
actively	work	with	our	Aboriginal	
partners	in	Mowanjum	and	Derby	
to	help	them	‘close	the	gap’	in	ways	
that	will	work	for	them.	Every	place	
has unique circumstances, but we 
are	sharing	lessons	from	Bourke	for	
Derby	to	consider.

It	is	coming	first	from	seeking	to	
address local issues and needs 
through relationships between local 
people before the interaction with 
government and the related funding 
issues were tackled. 

Thoughts on how to proceed  
in Derby

Alistair was quite clear that if we 
start	from	a	‘government	and	
money’	mind-set,	the	project	will	
not	be	as	effective	as	starting	from	
what local Aboriginal people need 
at a grassroots level. It seems to 
me,	that	Derby	could	benefit	from	
having	something	like	a	Derby	 
Tribal	Council	to	establish	a	project	
like Maranguka to co-ordinate a  
way	forward.	
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For more information, watch the 
ABC’s Four Corners episode, 
Backing Bourke at abc.net.
au/4corners/backing-bourke:- 
four-corners/7849600

Read the impact assessment of  
the Mananguka Justice 
Reinvestment Project at 
justreinvest.org.au/impact-of-
maranguka-justice-reinvestment

The Uniting Church WA supports 
Social Reinvestment WA, a 
coalition of WA organisations 
working towards justice 
reinvestment in WA. Find out more 
at socialreinvestmentwa.org.au.   



Our seven independent schools provide education for over 8,000 students 
from Pre Kindergarten* to Year 12. They o� er a variety of learning environments, 
from some of the oldest and best-known independent schools in WA to the more 
recently established colleges in new suburbs on the edge of the Perth metropolitan 
area. While these schools respect the faith diversity of all students, the story, values 
and practices of the Christian faith are expressed with integrity in order to nurture 
young lives for sound learning, faith, compassion and responsible service.

EDUCATION WITH
Uniting Church Schools

* Not all schools o� er Pre Kindergarten.

Methodist 
Ladies’ College
356 Stirling Hwy
Claremont WA 6010
T 08 9384 4000
mlc.wa.edu.au

Penrhos College
6 Morrison St
Como WA 6152
T 08 9368 9500
penrhos.wa.edu.au

Presbyterian 
Ladies’ College
14 McNeil St
Peppermint Grove
WA 6011
T 08 9424 6444
plc.wa.edu.au

Scotch College
76 Shenton Rd
Swanbourne WA 6010
T 08 9383 6800
scotch.wa.edu.au

St Stephen’s School
Campuses in
Duncraig and Carramar
T 08 9243 2108
ststephens.wa.edu.au

Tranby College
90 Arpenteur Dr
Baldivis WA 6171
T 08 9524 2424
tranby.wa.edu.au

Wesley College
Corner of Coode St
and Angelo St
South Perth WA 6151
T 08 9368 8000
wesley.wa.edu.au

St Stephen’s School
SERVE GOD SERVE ONE ANOTHER

Issue 67  |  December 2019


