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Moderator

how	God	might	“fill	us	with	all	joy	
and peace”, as the Apostle Paul so 
fervently expressed. 
Synod 2022 has revealed many 
challenges.	Dwindling	fiscal	and	
human resources are just two of  
the	significant	structural	issues	
that face us in the coming days and 
it would be understandable if many 
were overwhelmed by a sense of 
hopelessness when contemplating 
the mission God still calls us to 
undertake. 
I grew up in a culture where 
Christianity was never a majority 
religion. As a young person seeking 
to understand the presence of 
Jesus in my life, I soon came to 
understand it was only through 
faithful witness and service that  
the Christian faith would become 
real, not only for myself, but for 
others also. 
The	more	I	have	reflected	on	my	
own Christian journey throughout 
my adult life, I have come to realise 
the strength of the Christian church 
is not in claiming majority status, 
with its attendant privileges and 
expectations, but rather in following 
the less glamorous and unpopular 
route of becoming once more a 
servant community. 
Following the servant life is not 
easy. To choose to be a servant of 
Jesus	offers	little	status;	nor	can	we	
claim anything for ourselves. We are 
totally dependent on the goodwill 
of others and must live with the 
reality that at any time we can be 
deemed irrelevant by the society 
around us. Yet that is the life that 
Jesus lived. That is the life that Paul 

constantly exhorts us to follow. To do 
so	offers	no	certainty	of	reward,	save	
the awareness of God’s inner living 
presence in our lives. 
As we contemplate the days ahead, 
might	we	also	reflect	about	those	
who for us made the Christian 
journey come to life? It may have  
been a faithful believer who 
encouraged	us;	a	minister	who	
inspired	us;	a	teacher	who	opened	our  
eyes;	or	one	who	constantly	prayed	
for us, even when we were not aware. 
In the midst of the challenges of 
war, poverty, hunger, human and 
environmental exploitation, many 
have seen those who embrace the 
religious life as part of the problem, 
rather than part of the solution. Our 
task as a servant people is to seek to 
change such perspectives. 
However,	we	must	first	start	with	
ourselves, as we contemplate the 
nature of Christian community that we 
would like our Uniting Church to be. 
Choosing to open ourselves to 
the living presence of God’s Word, 
undergirded	by	prayer,	is,	I	firmly	
believe, the necessary prerequisite 
for the Holy Spirit to guide us to the 
future God is calling into being.

As I enter the third year of my 
term as Moderator, I am again 
drawn to the verse from Paul’s 
Letter to the Romans which I 
chose as my overall theme for 
the triennium: “May the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace 
as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) 

Over the past few months a wide  
variety of results from the 2021 
National Census have been published, 
offering	a	fascinating	insight	into	so	
many aspects of the contemporary 
nature of Australian society, 
emphasising amongst other things, 
significant	changes	in	ethnicity,	
language and religious plurality. 
Once described as nominally 
Christian, in this latest assessment 
of our national life, 40% of 
Australians chose to embrace “no 
religion”, a doubling in percentage 
terms	from	just	ten	years	ago;	more	
starkly, a dramatic increase from just  
6.7% of the population in the 1971  
Census when the optional “no religion” 
question	was	first	introduced.	
This is a quite dramatic decline over 
the past half century, paralleling 
the time since the Uniting Church 
in Australia came into being. Once 
described as the third largest 
Christian denomination, after the 
Catholic and Anglican churches, the 
Uniting Church has declined to just 
2.6% of the Australian population, 
its numbers diminishing by one third 
in	just	the	past	five	years.	Faced	with	
such grim statistical information 
it would not be unreasonable to ask 

Joy and Peace

Moderator’s Diary

 
Susy Thomas 
Moderator, Uniting Church WA 

September
9 September    Opening Worship of the 46th Annual  

Meeting of the Synod of Western Australia
10-11 September 46th Annual Meeting of the Synod of  
 Western Australia
15 September  The Winthrop Singers - Council of Christian  

and Jews WA (CCJWA) collaboration
23 September -   
2 October  Annual leave

21 October   Wesley College Valedictory Dinner

November
1 November   Presbytery Standing Committee
6-12 November  Moderator’s Conference, Sydney
21  November   St Stephen’s School Council meeting
23 – 26 November    UnitingCare Australia Leader’s Forum, 

Canberra
December
1 December   St Stephen’s School Presentation Evening, 

Carramar Primary
2 December      St Stephen’s School Presentation Evening, 

Duncraig Primary
2 December      Scotch College Presentation Evening, 

Senior School
5 December   St Stephen’s School Presentation Evening, 

Carramar Secondary
6 December   St Stephen’s School Presentation Evening, 

Duncraig Secondary
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Susy Thomas 
Moderator, Uniting Church WA 

October
4 October   Presbytery Standing Committee
10 October  Synod Standing Committee
11 October   Commissioning of Paul Whitfield,  

Penrhos College Chaplain
12 October    Meet with St Stephen’s School Chair,  

Kevin Smout and Principal, Donella Beare
20 October   Methodist Ladies’ College (MLC)  

Valedictory Celebration
21 October   Uniting Church Adult Fellowship (UCAF)  

Annual General Meeting  



 

Editorial

As we launch into September, there is much going on. It is the  
approach of Spring for us here in the Southern Hemisphere,  
Sustainable September begins, and the 46th Annual Meeting of the 
Uniting Church’s WA Synod will soon be underway. 

Yet, there’s also a lot going on in this September’s Revive, with its diverse stories  
and	reflections	on	God,	gender	equality	theology,	racism,	making	positive	change,	
art, feminist perspectives, historical milestones, fashion, recycling, sustainability, 
school news, scripture cake, Jesus, women and everyday life in the church. 

On the surface, it’s easy to view the church as one-dimensional. Yet as I read 
these stories, the multi-dimensional nature of the church is evident - as a launch 
pad, a venue, a touchpoint, and a home for religious faith, education, courageous 
conversations, social responsibility and events in the wider community. 

There are some who say that traditional institutions, whether they be church or 
government, are increasingly irrelevant and outdated. Yet as I read these stories in 
Revive, I get the impression that the church as an institution gives foundation,  
purpose, scope, common thread and a vital outpouring of social expression in the 
community. In this light, I hope you will be able to appreciate the unique mixture of 
stories which the Uniting Church community brings to you through Revive.

Tracey Paul  
Guest Editor 

Some years ago, Scarborough Uniting Church decided to construct a rose 
garden outside one of its church buildings in Duke Street, with church 
members each choosing their favourite rose. Eventually it was decided to 
sell this building and use the monies to extend the church on the corner of 
Northstead and Moorland Streets. This meant that the rose garden had to be 
moved. A new site was then created at the side of the building fronting Northstead 
Street and the roses were carefully dug up and replanted in their new ‘home’. 

Each year it was the job of Bryce Henley to do the pruning, however to make  
the task more inclusive, Bryce suggested the church contact The Rose Society 
of Western Australia to ask if they would prune the roses for us as a community 
event, with the church providing a free Devonshire Tea. This has been done for 
some years now, with our latest rose pruning demonstration held in July.  
The Rose Society have also used the event to gain new members. Between 
pruning, the roses continue to be cared for by members of the church.

As well as advertising the event through The Rose Society and the Uniting Church 
Centre, the church also does a local ‘letterbox drop’. We have been made aware 
that the locals call us The Rose Church.

Delys	Griffith 
Scarborough Uniting Church
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The Rose Church in Scarborough 
The story behind the photos



 

5 minutes with…  
Chris Crause 

Can you give us 
a short summary 
of your journey in 
ministry so far? 
I’ve been in full-time ministry for 
more than 30 years. Over time 
I’ve collected 6 degrees (including 
an Australian MBA). I’ve served 
in Molteno, Potchefstroom and 
Franschhoek in South Africa, and 
after 15 years, accepted a call to 
the Uniting Church in the City, 
Perth. After more than 10 years in 
the city, my wife, Henriette, and I 
took a leave of absence to move to 
Queensland where we managed a 
5-star resort in Hervey Bay, took a 
year	off	to	do	the	“big	lap”	(25,000	
km with our caravan) and ended 
up accepting a call to Mary Burnett 
Presbytery as Presbytery Minister. 

Where is your sense 
of call present? 
As Presbytery Minister, I saw lots of 
ministers run-down and burnt out. 
Some of them were still of the belief 
that “hoarding” their long service 
leave was a good idea as it enabled 
them to retire a few months earlier 
one day. The damage that belief 
often causes, is hard to remedy. 
So, I see part of my call is to be 
someone who enables colleagues 
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to take a break with the peace of mind 
that someone will take care of their 
responsibilities so they can come back 
refreshed and re-energised. 

How do you switch 
off from work and get 
balance?
Oh, too many to list. Henriette and I 
are into serious birdwatching. We love 
travel (especially with our caravan to 
Australia’s national parks) and I’m a 
keen amateur photographer. I want 
to get back into oil painting, do (even 
more) reading, and maybe even a bit 
more study. A braai with friends and 
making	good	coffee	(I’m	a	trained	
barista) is a delight. We love spending 
time with our children and our newly 
arrived grandchild. 

If you could have dinner 
with three inspiring 
people, who would  
they be?
1.  Archbishop Desmond Tutu. His  

life story, compassion and 
leadership have inspired me. 

2.	 	Leonard	Cohen	-	in	my	mind	the	
best poet I know of. 

3.  The members of ABBA - because 
life is too short not to have music 
that changes our mood. 

 Your favourite quote  
or expression
“Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget	your	perfect	offering
There is a crack, a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in.” 
Leonard	Cohen	in	Anthem. 
 
In five words, can you 
describe Chris Crause?
What you see is what you get  
(oops, that’s 7 words).
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Rev Chris Crause is the 
supply Presbytery Minister 
(Pastoral) based at the 
Uniting Church Centre. 
He is retired and recently 
moved back to Western 
Australia from Queensland 
where his last placement 
was as Presbytery 
Minister for Mary Burnett 
Presbytery (serving the 
3-400km radius around 
the Sunshine Coast). Since 
coming back to Perth,  
Chris is already into his 
second supply.



Many of us have probably asked this powerful question at some point in our 
life - in curiosity, in crisis, in rebellion, in the search for something deeper.  
We asked four faith leaders in the Uniting Church to share their thoughts on it.
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I start with Frederick Buechner, a 
fine	writer	and	theologian,	who	has	
given the world an incredible insight 
into the inherent danger of being 
certain, in a society where everyone 
needs to be right. About faith, 
Buechner writes, “Faith is better 
understood as a verb than as a noun, 
as a process than as a possession. 
It is on-again, off-again, rather than 
once and for all. Faith is not being 
sure where you are going, but going 
anyway. A journey without maps.”

So, for Buechner, as it is for so many 
others, faith is so much more about 
trusting - trusting in our sense that 
there is more going on than what we 
can see and measure. Something 
hidden from our view. 

But what about God? As Buechner 
suggests, “it’s impossible to prove 
or disprove that God exists beyond 
the various and conflicting ideas 
that people have dreamed up about 
God, as it is to prove or disprove that 
goodness exists beyond the various 
and conflicting ideas people have 
dreamed up about what is good. 
God cannot be expressed, only 
experienced.”

And once we experience “this 
ground of our being”, as Paul Tillich 
puts	it;	this	essential	element	to	us	
all - I think there is no going back, 
even with our doubts and fears and 
struggles	to	define	it.	This	certainly	
applies to me.

I didn’t grow up in the church, 
so I did not have an inbuilt faith 
from a childhood enmeshed in 
it. But, at university, when I was 
teaching anatomy and preparing 
human specimens for classes 
and dissecting them to identify 
specific	areas	of	the	body	-	I	had	an	
epiphany that has not gone away. 
Questions about life, and what it is 
to	be	human	flowed	from	me,	and	

Good question, why God?
It’s a question I am faced with again 
and again, no more so than from my 
29-year-old son, a smart guy, who 
has studied law, philosophy, eastern 
religions and is now a newly pressed 
practising lawyer. 

“Why God? How can you know? It 
seems made-up, weird, full of holes, 
total rubbish,” he cries, often using 
more descriptive language. 

But he is asking a question we all 
ask - why God? Why do I think there 
is something rather than nothing? 
Why do I think there is a hidden 
entity to life, a universal divine 
presence that I can connect with, 
that somehow makes me want to 
be better than I am? Kinder, more 
loving, more open to others, more 
willing to share and to work for the 
wellbeing of all, not just me or even 
just my family.

I	find	it	hard	to	answer	questions	
like this, that are so straightforward, 
but oh so challenging, because 
sometimes I have as much doubt 
as anyone, even at age 60. You 
would think I might be able to 
give a concise summary of what I 
believe, but I think uncertainty goes 
with the territory, particularly my 
territory. Yet, I will give it a go!

others, about the nature of reality 
and about God.  

Yet, it was not a sudden seeing of 
the light. It was a slow burn, but 
something was tugging at my 
sleeve. I was experiencing God, 
rather	than	defining	God.	And	that	
led me on my search for God.

My son asked me the other night 
why I chose Christianity. And my 
answer was, “well, why not?” My 
western culture is steeped in 
Christianity rather than the other 
religions,	and	as	Bede	Griffiths	has	
said, “all paths lead to God.”  So, I 
chose the Christian path.

But from early on my path was not 
of certainty, not of dogmas and 
doctrine, but it did consist of Jesus 
- Jesus the man, the prophet, the 
mystic and the social justice warrior. 
Somehow the God I was discovering 
was better understood through a 
human lens. So the path was lit and 
off	I	went.	I	even	became	a	Pastor	
for quite a while.

So where am I today?  Some days  
I wake, and ask myself - as  
Frederick Buechner asks - “Can I 
believe it all again today?” “Can I live  
it all again today?”

Buechner thinks the answer to 
this question should be “no” for 5 
out of 10 times, “because no is as 
important as the yes, maybe more  
so. The no is what proves you’re a 
human in case you should ever  
doubt it.”

But then one morning, it’s a yes,  
and it feels right and proper and 
real, just for a moment.

From someone like me who is 
a complex mishmash of things, 
part average scientist, part lover 
of people and relationships, part 

Why believe in God? 

Karen Sloan



listen to the grass and the trees as 
they speak to us of what is eternal and 
essential. And embrace the mystery  
of	life.	And	as	Albert	Sweitzer	said,	 
who gave up a career in the church to  
become a doctor in Africa, “seek  
always to do some good, somewhere.”

Karen Sloan is a member of the  
Uniting Church. She was a Pastor at  
Wembley Downs Uniting Church for  
11 years and also worked as a Research 
Scientist at Royal Perth Hospital. 

There is something moving beyond 
our sight, just below the surface, 
which enlivens the world and 
pushes us to new insights, new 
ways of being with one another and 
new ways of loving one another. All 
of us, and all of creation, whether 
we acknowledge it or not, belong to 
something greater - because the 
something greater is the reason we 
are here.
So, in the end, maybe we should 
stop	trying	to	define	God	and	just	

searcher and explorer of the divine, 
that seems good enough. 

I have come to a point where it’s not 
them and us, or you and me, or faith 
or not, or belief and unbelief - it’s 
this	amazing,	incredible,	mind-
blowing universe and life we all 
participate in. And it’s the impulse 
in this life to create, to grow, and to 
bond together in relationship, even 
in the midst of loss and sadness and 
grief and death that I sense, and 
always have sensed since my 20s. 
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of the Bible tells us that God is this 
designer. Genesis 1:1 says, “In the 
beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth.” Therefore, to me, 
I believe because I believe in the 
creator God. 

Lastly,	the	Christian	faith	is	built	
upon the person of Jesus Christ, 
not some imaginary person who 
never	actually	existed	in	the	first	
place. Jesus Christ is a historical 
person;	his	death	and	resurrection	
occurred some 2000 years ago and 
the amount of historical and biblical 
evidence to support this claim is 
overwhelming. However, apart from 
this, the fact that the gospel of 
Jesus continues to change peoples 
lives,	influence	communities	and	
impact many nations of the world  
is the ultimate reason why I believe 
in God.   
Rev Sione Leaaetoa is a Minister of 
the Word at St Andrew’s Uniting 
Church in East Perth.

on Sundays, but God seemed far 
away and a relationship with God 
wasn’t a big priority in my life. That 
all changed when I encountered, 
what I can only describe as a “God 
encounter” - where my heart 
experienced God’s presence and 
unfailing love for me. This was the 
turning point in my life and through 
this encounter, my belief in God 
was strengthened and the God that 
seemed to be far away became so 
much closer and personal. 

Secondly, if you take a good look 
around you - what do you see? I 
see all the beauty and wonders 
of	creation;	the	planet,	the	stars,	
and the universe. How can all 
these things be so complex 
and	completely	different,	yet	
interconnected with each other? 
Who or What tells the birds to 
fly	south	for	the	winter?	There	
must be a designer, a mastermind 
behind	everything.	The	first	book	

Why do I believe in God?  
This is an interesting question for  
me because as far as I can remember,  
there was never a time in my life 
where I doubted the existence of 
God. I grew up in a culture that 
had strong beliefs concerning the 
spiritual realms and had a religious 
family that believed in the God of 
the Bible. Hence, this upbringing 
gave me an understanding and 
world view that there is a God - 
so I did not need any convincing 
regarding this matter as it has 
been a part of me from a very early 
age. However, as I think about the 
question, there are several things 
that have strengthened my belief 
in God. 

Firstly, in my 20s I had an encounter 
with God that really changed my 
life and the way I related to God. 
As mentioned above, growing 
up I had already believed in God, 
and was regularly going to church 

Rev Sione Leaaetoa 



As I hunt through the harshness of 
the Australian bush and discover 
the incredible beauty of a tiny orchid 
flower,	I	am	overwhelmed	with	the	
thought that this thing of beauty 
has not come from nothing, but 
can only be the work of a master-
craftsperson - a designer who is 
capable of creating both the native 
orchid and a person like me, who  
has the capacity to discover it and 
give it a name. 

I believe in God because God’s 
creativity, love, heart for justice and 
right-living continues to surprise 
me in the most unexpected places. 

Rev Rob Douglas is Presbytery 
Minister (Mission) at the Uniting 
Church Centre.

human life. History reveals artists, 
scientists, inventors, musicians, 
teachers, mothers, politicians, 
children, trade unionists and 
preachers who have discovered  
that life has hope and meaning 
through their relationship with God. 

Recently my wife and I were 
searching for native orchids in the 
Mid West region of WA. Hunting 
orchids requires a careful eye for 
detail because these precious 
flowers	are	often	so	tiny	that	they	
will be missed despite walking by 
them a number of times. There 
is a sense of delight each time 
a	tiny	flower	is	observed,	often	
completely	different	in	shape	 
and colour to another a few  
metres away.

Why do I believe in God?  
I have a sense that everyone 
believes in someone or something 
that many will call god. We 
generally need to know that there’s 
something bigger than ourselves. 
But the capital ‘G’ God that we 
meet in the Christian scriptures and 
who has been the focus of Christian 
life and witness for the past couple 
of thousand years, stands alone 
as one who provides stability 
throughout the generations and 
offers	something	that	no	other	
‘god-like’ entity can provide.

I believe in God because the 
historical Jesus proved his 
existence through a life, death and 
resurrection that changed society 
then,	and	continues	to	influence 

Rev Rob Douglas
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introduced me to the 1971 Catholic 
synodal declaration that, “action on 
behalf of justice and participation 
in the transformation of the world 
fully appear to us as a constitutive 
dimension of the preaching of  
the Gospel” - and I was captivated 
and engaged. 

At work, I discovered Mary’s 
Magnificat,	the	prophets,	and	
Jesus’s	proclamation	in	Luke	4:18-
19 [The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor. The 
Lord has sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favour.]

I learnt to relate text and context, 
use biblico-historical and 
theological methods, and read 
the Bible from the perspective of 
God’s beloved people who reside 
outside the traditional centres 
of Christianity (that is, outside 
Europe, the United States, and the 
church hierarchy). Basic Christian 
communities in the Philippines 
and	Latin	America	demonstrated	
how it was to participate in God’s 
mission in the world. From a farm 

Good question, why God?
For years I have stayed away from 
should, musts and oughts. There  
is something oppressive, 
limiting and even archaic about 
the imperative mood. Having 
experienced authoritarian rule, 
I resist anything or anyone 
demanding I should, must, ought, 
think or feel, one way or another. 
Today I believe in God, not because  
I should - but because I do. 
As a young person, I struggled with 
the idea of a God who asked people 
to carry their cross in exchange 
for a reward in heaven. Persistent 
inequity, corruption, injustice, 
preventable	suffering	and	death	-	
all this, my mother (bless her soul) 
assured me, would even out in the 
end. Our social obligation was to 
help the poor, to be with the lonely, 
and comfort the sorrowful. To my 
mind, any decent human could do 
that	-	so	what	difference	would	 
God make?
But God met me in my questions. 
I was in my early 20s, and the 
Philippines was under martial law, 
when I came to understand God as 
one who is intimately engaged with 
the world. A university convocation 

worker, who had been arrested and 
tortured, I came to understand the 
Eucharist as joining in Jesus’s  
saving action regardless of the cost.

Years later, God shifted gears 
unexpectedly, showing me that 
the Good News was not just for 
others, but also for me! I started 
experiencing God as present and 
active in my life, usually after asking 
“What next, God?” God sent me as 
a missionary to Germany, Indonesia 
and	Sri	Lanka	where	I	“met”	
European contemplative crusaders, 
Hildegard von Bingen, Dorothee 
Soelle,	Dietrich	Bonhoeffer,	and	the	
Iona	and	Taize	communities.

One	spring	day,	I	was	finally	won	
over by the masses of brilliant 
flowers	and	fresh	grass	atop	a	hill	
and the answer to my question: 
“Why this, God?” The reply was 
immediate: “Because I love you. And 
I will love you no matter what you do 
or not do.”

No conditions, no strings attached. 
God can’t help it. And neither can I!

Rev Sophia Lizares is a Minister at 
Kalamunda and Foothills St Martin’s 
Uniting Churches.

Rev Sophia Lizares
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“It’s been a cultural and traditional norm for the male to come first 
and be at the top of everything we do. That’s how I was raised.” 

Faith that  
transforms violence 
Minna’s Creations  

Minister for MCIF, Rev Noa spent 
an entire year grappling with the 
Gender Equality Bible studies and 
other	resources,	first	reading	and	
meditating on the ideas, and then 
starting to enact them in his life. 
“As I looked deep into the theology, 
it was something that transformed 
me. The way I see the world, the 
way I see my wife, Varitema and my 
children, and the way I see others,” 
says Rev Noa.
“When we go out from the right 
interpretation of the Bible, that 
men and women were created in 
the image and likeness of God, that 
does not allow you to do any harm 
or abuse to anyone.”
Rev Noa says his life has changed 
in a way that makes him proud as a 
husband, father and grandfather. 
“I can now respect my wife for 
who she is, her dignity, and also 

UnitingWorld, is a champion of 
Gender Equality for the Methodist 
Church in Fiji (MCIF). But it’s been  
a long journey to where he is now,  
Rev Noa admits.

The patriarchal mentality he grew 
up with continued into his marriage. 
“Back then I tried to take ownership 
of my wife. I was vulgar and abusive. 
She can tell many stories…,” Rev 
Noa says with a grimace. 

The journey to change for Rev Noa 
started late in life, during his training 
for ministry, but his ‘conversion’ 
moment didn’t come until he 
was confronted by the theology 
of gender equality expressed by 
Solomon Islander theologians,  
Rev	Dr	Cliff	Bird,	Rev	Siera	Bird,	 
and others. 
Before embracing his post as 
Gender Equality Theology (GET) 

Growing up, Rev Noa Turaganivalu 
had a typical life for a boy in Fiji. 
He was raised in a rural village on a 
remote island, played a lot of rugby 
and went to a Methodist boarding 
school (where he played more 
rugby). As the only son in a family of 
six,	he	was	always	regarded	as	‘first’	
and ‘above’ his three sisters. 

“... I was taught that ‘being a man’ 
meant to be strong, to belittle 
women,” says Rev Noa.

It is no secret that such norms 
can be a factor in the prevalence 
of violence against women 
everywhere.	In	the	Pacific,	where	
the vast majority of people identify 
as	Christian,	Pacific	churches	have	
a	significant	role	to	play	in	ending	
violence through biblical principles.

Today, Rev Noa is an ordained 
minister and, supported by 

Rev Noa and the power of Gender Equality Theology

Marcus Campbell

Photography by Jason Chute
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He says longer sessions with 
women and men leaders often lead 
to questioning, airing of doubts, and 
space is given for storytelling and 
sharing of experiences. 

“As people share 
stories and 
remember how 
they have been 
treated [as women 
and children], the 
sessions become 
filled with tears,” 
says Rev Noa.
When asked how we in the Uniting 
Church can support in prayer, Rev 
Noa says, “Pray for me. This work is 
not easy. And pray for our church, 
as we go further and deeper into 
discerning the will of God and what 
is right.”
“Thank you all in the Uniting Church 
for your partnership. We need your 
prayers and support as we try to 
bring peace and stability to our 
nation and our world.”

my children and grandchildren. 
They can tell the story of my 
transformation in the way I speak 
and the way I act now.”

Power of testimony
The power of Rev Noa’s testimony 
and unique voice as a man speaking 
about gender equality is not lost on 
Rev Noa. 

“I thank God that I have been 
chosen for this role and that I can 
be a male advocate. The total 
transformation I’ve experienced 
helps me to deliver the message,” 
he says.

Supported by UnitingWorld, Rev 
Noa has been travelling throughout 
Fiji, preaching at churches and 
fellowship groups, running 
workshops, training other ministers 
and	lay	leaders;	changing	hearts	
with his powerful testimony as he 
teaches the biblical basis for gender 
equality and anti-violence.

He speaks to hundreds of people 
a week, telling his story in front of 
churches and running multiple day 
sessions with leaders, sitting on 
mats	to	give	space	for	reflection	
and theological discussions.

Photography by Jason Chute

Want to help?
Rev. Noa’s work is the result  
of the partnership between  
the Uniting Church in Australia 
and the Methodist Church in  
Fiji and UnitingWorld’s the 
Gender Equality Theology 
Institutional Transformation 
(GET-IT) project. 

UnitingWorld is fundraising to 
support partners across the 
Pacific	as	they	lead	a	dialogue	
in gender equality and inspire 
advocates to end violence. 
They hope to raise $90,000 to 
support this life-changing work.

Visit  
www.unitingworld.org.au/
endviolence  
to find out more and donate!

UnitingWorld is an international aid and partnerships agency of the Uniting Church in Australia.
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resulted in many Indians leaving 
Kenya. Zaneta’s father, a metal 
worker by trade, pursued an 
opportunity to move to Australia, 
however it was not clear sailing for 
her parents.

“When my Dad went to the 
Australian Embassy in Kenya, they 
said he had the right skills, but was 
the wrong colour. That was because 
the White Australia policy was still 
in	place.”	Reflectively,	she	adds,	
“It	was	the	Labor	Gough	Whitlam	
government that dismantled the 
last parts of the White Australia 
policy and that’s when my Mum, 
Dad and sister could migrate to live 
in Kalgoorlie.”

Zaneta observes that not all of her 
family migrated to Australia. “What 
is interesting is that my Dad is the 
only one who came to Australia. His 
six brothers and sisters all went to 
California.” Her extended family are 
international	citizens,	living	all	over	
the world. “I still have family in Goa. 
My family and I have been there 

Zaneta tells the story of her parents 
who were born in Goa, when it was 
ruled by Portugal, and the resultant 
influences	of	Lusophone	language,	
culture and religion on her ancestors 
and parents’ generation. She grew 
up Catholic, in a multilingual family, 
with Konkani and Swahili among the 
languages spoken. Her surname 
“Mascarenhas” is said to originate 
from the district of Mirandela in the 
north-west of Portugal. 

By the time Goa was liberated 
from Portugal by India in 1961, 
many Goans, including Zaneta’s 
grandparents and parents, 
had moved to East Africa. “My 
parents were little kids when their 
respective parents moved to Kenya 
for work opportunities. My Mum 
grew up in Nairobi and my Dad in 
Mombasa,” she says. Zaneta’s family 
joined an existing Indian community 
resident there since the late 1890s, 
who at that time had been recruited 
to build the British East Africa 
Company‘s Uganda Railway. After 
1966, the policy of Kenyanisation 

It’s early Monday morning and 
after weeks of email exchanges 
with Jake, Adviser to Zaneta 
Mascarenhas,	we	are	finally	able	
to have that chat we’ve been 
arranging. It’s been a whirlwind 
period for the new Federal Member 
for Swan who will be delivering her 
inaugural speech to Parliament the 
following day in Canberra. As well 
as	becoming	a	new	public	figure,	
Zaneta is also a member of Star 
Street Uniting Church in Carlisle.

Zaneta won her seat in May 
with a 12% swing from a retiring 
incumbent who had held it since 
2007. Swan has often been 
described as Western Australia’s 
most diverse seat - economically, 
ethnically, culturally and even 
spatially. As the conversation 
proceeds, it is clear that Zaneta 
embodies this type of diversity. 
She belongs to many places, times, 
cultures and experiences. She has 
seen the world through many eyes.
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Making positive change:  
Zaneta Mascarenhas  
on life, work and church     



stresses the importance of safe 
workplaces for all people, free 
from bullying and harassment. 
Interestingly, she has also made 
history	by	being	the	first	woman	
to win the seat of Swan in the 
electorate’s 101-year history.

When	asked	what	influenced	her	
switch to politics, Zaneta explained, 
“It’s about making positive change. 
My primary school teacher in 
Kambalda, Mrs Wilson, taught 
me that one person can make a 
difference	and	that	is	something	
that has driven me a lot, as a human 
being, but also when working 
in climate change action as an 
engineer. As I’ve lived in Swan for 
almost 10 years, I thought that 
I would take the opportunity to 
create positive change for my 
community.” 

Zaneta explains that her values and 
way of seeing the world have also 
been	influenced	by	her	upbringing	in	
a country town, attending a Catholic 
Church as a young person, and 
growing up in an environment which 
had good conditions for workers.  
As such, she believes her political 
expression and placement align 
with her personal values of fairness, 
inclusion and diversity. She wants to  
see more diversity - whether it is  
ethnic, gender or sexual orientation 
- in Parliament, and also in all 
workplaces and decision-making 
bodies. “The more diverse 
organisations are, the better the 
decisions that they will make,”  
she says. 
For anyone seeking advice on how 
to make positive change, Zaneta 
encourages, “People can best 
make positive change in the circles 

a total of six times. I took my son 
there in 2018 before the pandemic. 
I have been to Kenya with my Mum 
and Dad, but I have relatives in 
Tanzania	these	days,	rather	than	
there. I also have other family in  
the	United	Kingdom,	Luxembourg,	
the United States, Canada and  
here in Australia.”

Zaneta was born in Kalgoorlie and 
grew up in the nickel mining town 
of Kambalda, attending John Paul 
College in Kalgoorlie. She left to 
study science and engineering at 
Curtin University in Perth, becoming 
President of the Curtin Student 
Guild and NUS (National University 
of Students) West President. She 
also spent a year in Bangladesh doing  
volunteer work with the World Bank.
Describing her 15-year career as 
a	FIFO	(fly-in	fly-out)	engineer	
and her work in climate change 
action, Zaneta said, “I worked for 
a company called Energetics. We 
were helping ASX 200 companies 
with their decarbonisation journeys. 
I did a lot of work with resources 
companies in WA to help them 
understand their carbon footprint, 
their climate change legislation 
responsibilities, and how they could 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
It was a tough policy environment. 
We did see some wins on the board, 
but what we need to see is all 
sections of the economy working 
towards action on climate change.”
Zaneta has worked at many mining 
sites across regional WA and 
Victoria, often as one of a handful 
of women in predominantly male 
worksites. Now, in yet another 
male-dominated environment - 
politics and Parliament - she 
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they	influence.	There	are	many	
different	ways	to	create	change.	For	
some, that might be in a laboratory 
creating a vaccine, or it might be 
becoming a Uniting Church minister. 
For others, it might be becoming a 
doctor or member of parliament.”

“If there is an issue that you are 
passionate about and you want 
to see change - think about how 
you can change it,” she continues. 
“One thing I learnt is that when we 
work together, we achieve more 
outcomes together - so it would 
also be about connecting with 
others that care about that issue 
and working out a way for your skills 
to contribute to positive change for 
it. When you follow your passion, 
different	doors	will	open	to	help	you	
achieve that change.” 
Zaneta attends Star Street Uniting 
Church with her husband and two 
young children. She was a member 
of the Uniting Church’s Social 
Justice Commission. Her father-in-
law is a Uniting Church minister in 
South Australia. She believes that 
Church and State should remain 
separate, but that her life and 
politics	should	be	reflective	of	her	
Christian values and ethos.
When running for Parliament, Zaneta  
says she was initially hesitant to talk  
about it at church, telling her 
minister at the time, Rev Ruth 
Vertigan, that she was not sure if 
she should share this news. She 
remembers Rev Ruth replying, “Well 
actually Jesus was one of the most 
prolific,	political	activists	of	our	time	
and it’s okay for you to share this 
information with our congregation!” It  
was a new insight for Zaneta. “I hadn’t  
looked	at	it	like	that,”	she	finished.



   

Racism: dismantling  
white ontology 

Issue 76  ||  September 202214        

By blessed chance, I found 
myself in a discussion on 
racism and whiteness at All  
Saints Floreat Uniting Church, 
 in June. The discussion was 
led by Dr George Yancy, 
Professor of Philosophy at 
Emory University, USA. Dr 
Richard Smith, one of the 
organisers, invited me to 
moderate the discussion 
and to lead a response 
to Dr Yancy’s address, so 
as to contextualise the 
perspectives and experiences 
in it to Australia.
A key theme of Dr Yancy’s 
address is articulated as ‘White 
Ontology’. Whiteness or white 
ontology in Yancy’s terms can be 
understood as a mode of being or 
existence shaped by and rooted 
in the assumption of white racial 
superiority and supremacy. For 
Yancy, white ontology perpetuates 
racial injustices and structural 
violence and therefore it is anti-
religious	if	religion,	by	definition,	
binds and unites humanity with God 
and with one another. 
Prior to meeting Dr Yancy, I had 
discussed in my own PhD and 
academic writings, the centrality 
of racial inequality to the creation 
and maintenance of an ontology 
of white privilege and supremacy. 
That	is,	racial	difference	is	
predicated on the black, brown, 

and yellow ‘other’ being perceived 
and treated as inferior, uncivilised, 
subhuman;	while	the	white	
individual is just human, thereby 
claiming for whiteness a normative 
(dominant, hegemonic) status that 
simply means being white is the 
prerequisite for full personhood. 
Whiteness has the power to assume 
for itself the normative reference 
point for humanity. So, to be white 
is to be the normative reference 
point for being human. This explains 
why white folks don’t generally 
see themselves as being part of a 
particular culture or race. 
In the realm of racial inequalities 
and injustices in the United States, 
Yancy would argue that even if it 
is possible to transform economic 
injustices and material disparities 
relating to wealth, housing, health, 
education, and unemployment - 
racism will not disappear unless 
whiteness as an ontological 
reality is abolished. I am reminded 
of conversations when Barack 
Obama was elected President and 
suggestions by some that racism 
in the US was a thing of the past. I 
thought it was a hilarious notion.
The point Yancy makes is that 
racism is a white issue and to rid 
society of it - whiteness in all its 
forms must be rejected, and white 
ontology dissolved. This, according 
to Yancy, will involve white people 
forsaking their whiteness through 
a process of self-emptying (or 
kenosis in theological/biblical 

terms) to relinquish illusions of ‘ … 
white innocence, white heroism, white 
self-righteousness, white goodness…’, 
and to call out ‘…white complicity, 
white denial, white privilege, and white 
narcissism’. 
Here in this land now called Australia, 
First Peoples have lived with over two 
centuries of white superiority and 
supremacy. They have experienced 
whiteness/white ontology as invasion, 
stolen lands, racial and sexual 
violence, stolen children, shame 
for being Aboriginal, displacement, 
dispossession, and being made to feel 
alien in their own country. 
Whiteness as a mode of superior 
ontology was and is so pervasive, that 
its impact can be seen in stories like 
the one told by Sally Morgan in her 
book, My Place:

‘When I was little, Mum always 
pinched my nose and said, “Pull your 
nose, Gladdie, pull it hard. You don’t 
want to end up with a big nose like 
mine.” She was always pulling the 
kids’ noses, too. She wanted them to 
grow up to look like white people.’ 
So, to get back to the question of 
contextualisation - Yancy’s idea of 
abolishing whiteness is indeed and 
undoubtably translatable to the 
Australian context. However, I prefer 
‘divestment’ and ‘dismantling’ for the 
dissolution of whiteness and white 
ontology respectively. 
A	significant	obstacle	to	dismantling	
whiteness is ‘white guilt’. White 
folks who realise the fact of their 
white privilege often respond with 
what I call ‘free accommodation’. 
They condescend to accommodate 
coloured folks as if the latter’s agency, 
responsibility, and accountability don’t 
exist. In the so-called multicultural 
Uniting Church in Australia, where 
racial-ethnic inclusion is an issue, this 
is manifested in settling for the lowest 
common denominator. This is not my 
idea of racial equality.    
A compelling example towards such 
equality could be through serious 
engagement with the Uluru Statement 
from the Heart. White Australia can 
divest themselves of their whiteness 
by embracing ‘Indigenous Sovereignty’ 
as a basis for a fuller expression of 
Australian nationhood, and for the 
honest and respectful recognition of 
Australian history. 
Rev Dr Katalina Tahaafe-Williams is 
a Minister of the Word at the Uniting 
Church in the City, Trinity.

Dr George Yancy and Rev Dr Katalina Tahaafe-Williams.

Katalina Tahaafe-Williams
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Uniting WA’s Children’s Service 
began in the early 1900s when 
the Methodist Church became 
concerned about the plight of 
orphaned and destitute children in 
Western Australia and resolved to 
open a children’s home to meet  
that need. 
On 14 October 1922, a Dedicatory 
Tablet	was	unveiled	by	Mrs	Mofflin,	
President	of	the	Ladies’	Committee	
- and the Methodist Home for 
Children in Victoria Park was 
declared open. Within four months 
the home was full and by 1927 the 
number of children at the Home 
was 46.
Over the years, there were several 
changes, including the opening 
of Tom Allan Memorial Home for 
Boys and accommodation changes 
from dormitory to cottage-style 
residential	care	at	the	Mofflyn	
campus in Victoria Park. By the 
1970s,	Mofflyn	was	also	providing	
care to children and young people 
at various scatter cottages and 
hostels in the community.  
Throughout	its	history,	Mofflyn	
remained focused on providing a 

range of services responsive and 
relevant to the needs of children, 
families and people living with 
disability.

On	1	July	2006,	Mofflyn	became	
part of UnitingCare West, now 
Uniting	WA.	The	programs	offered	
by	Mofflyn	at	the	time	of	the	
merger are still delivered today, 
but in more contemporary forms, 
by the Children and Young People, 
Strengthening Communities and 
Individualised Services pathways.

All children and young people 
have the right to be supported in a 
nurturing environment where they 
feel safe, valued and heard. Uniting 
WA remains committed to achieving 
this by empowering children, young 
people and families to heal from 
past trauma and develop to their  
full potential.

A brief history of Uniting WA’s 
Reintegration Service
The UnitingCare West Outreach 
Services originated at Wilga, 250 
kilometres south of Perth, in 
1982. Accommodation at a timber 
mill owned by Reg and Norma 
Shepherdson was used as a base 

Uniting WA celebrates Children’s and 
Reintegration Services’ milestones.

to help prisoners reconnect with the 
community.
The goals of the service were to 
provide emotional and practical 
support to prisoners. Other supports 
included	providing	and	finding	
accommodation after exit and 
delivering counselling and mediation. 
The service was committed to working 
in a non-judgmental way, using the 
‘compassionate listening’ method.
Although Outreach Services are no 
longer provided at Wilga, Uniting WA’s 
Reintegration Services team carry 
on the legacy of this work, providing 
support to adult men who have been 
in contact with the justice system. 
Services today are tailored to meet 
the individual needs of each person, 
enabling them to identify and build 
the	skills	and	confidence	they	need	
to live independently and reintegrate 
positively into the community.
Uniting WA is grateful for the hard 
work of those people who have 
provided a solid base for the services 
that it continues to provide to the 
community today. When milestones 
arise, it is important to remember and 
honour the roots of the services and 
uphold the legacy.

Mofflyn Opening Day.

The campus on Sussex Street, Victoria Park.

Shining a light on  
Children’s Services

The original accommodation for prisoners at Wilga Wood Mill.
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Young art evokes 
contemporary feminist perspectives  

At a recent art exhibition in the city, it was fascinating to see several paintings with 
contemporary feminist themes, some critiquing constructed female identities, 
binaries and stereotypes, and also the influence of technology and other visual media 
on them. The paintings by senior art students from Uniting Church and other schools, 
were part of an annual art exhibition of Western Australia’s top young talent.

It’s been 30 years since Naomi 
Wolf’s book The Beauty Myth was 
released. Groundbreaking at its 
time, Wolf posited that normative 
beauty was a social construct. She 
argued that while many women 
had broken education, social, 
economic and corporate barriers 
to advancement, physical beauty 
was still used as a means to control 
and suppress them. She predicated 
the idea of an “iron-maiden” - an 
unattainable standard of beauty 
and virtue, projected on women, 
and used to penalise them both 
physically and psychologically when 
they failed to achieve and conform 
to it. Wolf said that such notions of 

visibility of these apps with their 
resultant brightening, thinning and 
smoothing	filters.	She	would	not	
have known that the total global 
beauty industry worth some $500 
billion today would be tipped to 
reach over $700 billion by 2025. 
She could not have envisaged  
that the phenomena of online 
shopping would proliferate beauty 
product sales exponentially, 
assisted by world events such as 
the pandemic.

With these themes and more 
in mind, it was interesting to 
see several noteworthy pieces 
reflecting	similar	contemporary	
perspectives at the art exhibition. 

beauty were created and sustained 
by systems of patriarchy, and she 
criticised the fashion and beauty 
industries for exploiting them for 
their own commercial gain. She also 
referenced media, such as videos 
and	magazines,	as	purveyors	of	
these standards.
At that time of her writings however, 
Wolf could not have predicted the 
rapid growth of communication 
technology with its camera, editing 
and share functions. She could 
not have foreseen, from the early 
2000s, the swift rise of social media, 
including applications (apps) like 
Instagram which recorded over 40 
billion photo and video shares since 
its	launch	in	2010;	and	the	public	

Perspectives
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“As a 17-year-old Caucasian 
girl, I and others of my 
generation, feel an 
overwhelming pressure to 
look or act a particular way, 
and to adopt a certain beauty 
standard promoted by the 
media and the commercial 
beauty industry. 

In my painting, I wanted to 
convey that there is value and 
beauty in being natural, and 
to remind my audience how 
much of our natural beauty is 
being unwittingly filtered and 
diminished in the era of social 
media and technology.” 

Cassidy Lund

Flora and Fauna

“I strategically selected and 
combined these items together 
as symbolic of a hyper feminine 
identity and stereotype that is 
projected on girls and women from 
a young age. 

By suggestion, over time, we have 
been made to believe that these 
items are a natural part of being a 
woman and being feminine. They 
carry connotations of feminine 
desirability and materialistic 
tendencies of women - constructs 
which are exploited by the media 
and the beauty industry for 
commercial success.

The next piece I am working on 
is a still life composition of hyper 
masculine objects. By contrasting 
it with this piece, I aim to create a 
medium to show how, as a society, 
we can recognise the difference 
between the two constructs of 
hyper masculinity and femininity. 

My artwork is intended to question 
the viewers’ values and make 
them second-guess their first 
interpretation of it.”

Caris Brooks

Masculinity v FemininityMasculinity vs Femininity, an acrylic 
painting on wooden board, by Caris 
Brooks of St Mary’s Anglican School, 
was another noteworthy exhibit. A 
strategic, thought-provoking piece, 
it contains an arrangement of what 
are often regarded as quintessentially 
female products, including red 
lipstick, perfume, earrings, a string 
of pearls and a wine goblet. Caris 
explained that she had purposefully 
chosen and placed these products 
together to create a still life display 
from which she had produced her 
painting. Just like her constructed 
composition, she considers these 
items have come, individually to each 
represent a construct of a female 
identity and being feminine, and all 
together as a construct of hyper 
femininity. The irony being the  
natural foliage in the background, as  
a “mother nature” motif.

Flora and Fauna,	by	Cassidy	Lund	
of Sacred Heart College, was on 
exhibit. The oil painting on canvas 
presented as a vast statement piece. 
Both the name of the painting and 
the	colourful	flowers	within	it	are	
suggestive of nature. Yet as you 
look closely, a contradictory theme 
emerges. Against the lively, natural 
backdrop	of	the	bright	flowers,	the	
subject	appears	flat,	still	and	devoid	
of the animation and naturalness that 
comes with imperfection. Cassidy 
explained that the appearance of her 
subject had been “smoothed” by the 
unnatural	soft	‘filter’	of	social	media,	
a trend which many of her teenage 
audience will recognise.

Perspectives
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Two other evocative paintings  
were Erasmus Calling by Zoe Huntley 
and Mother Mary by Hannah Roxby, 
of	Methodist	Ladies’	College.	
While both oil paintings carry the 
richness, symbolism and technique 
of traditional renaissance style 
portraiture, they also turn it on  
its head.
Erasmus Calling,	modelled	off	Hans	
Holbein the Younger’s, Erasmus of 
Rotterdam, explores the shift from the 
medieval world to the modern world 
in a new way. In place of Desiderius 
Erasmus, is a young woman bearing 
a fur scarf, in correspondence to 
the original Erasmus’s fur collar and 
cuffs.	While	the	painting	stays	true	to	
renaissance portraiture in depicting 
a	woman’s	beauty,	the	latter	is	offset	
by symbols of power, authority and 
technology borne by a woman. The 
painting is arresting and aesthetically 
piercing and stunning in its realism.

“Like renaissance portraiture, 
I have painted a woman’s 
beauty. However, her allure 
is paralleled with a man’s 
power. She wears a man’s 
suit, a contemporary symbol 
of authority and holds a 
telephone, representing the 
shifting nature of work and 
technology. A fur scarf hangs 
from her neck, a final symbol 
of renaissance affluence and 
dominance”.

Erasmus Calling

Zoe Huntley

Naomi McDonald of Providence 
Christian College exhibited artwork 
drawn with chalk pastels. Her piece 
makes	a	significant	impression.	In	it,	
a hand on the subject’s face tightly 
controls it to create a meeting of eyes, 
indicated by directional white dots. 
The subject looks passive, without 
agency. The name of the piece,  
Male’s Gaze,	clarifies	the	context.	
In feminist visual arts theory, the  
term Male Gaze refers to a 
characterisation of a female subject 
by the male “bearer of the look”. 
The subject is not characterised or 
presented from their own expression 
or agency, but from the way the 
bearer visualises them and would have 
them	present	in	the	circumstance;	in	
other words, the subject is created in 
the image of the male viewer. Because 
the subject is the one who is looked 
at, rather than the one who looks, 
their agency is diminished. 
The term Male Gaze was introduced 
into	parlance	in	the	1970s	by	Laura	
Mulvey,	a	British	feminist	film	theorist.	
At the time, Mulvey critiqued the 
depiction of female characters in 
classical Hollywood cinema who she 
wrote were characterised by their 
“to-be-looked-at-ness” with “an 
appearance coded for strong visual 
and erotic impact.” 

“In this artwork, I wanted 
to explore the notion that 
women are portrayed in the 
film industry merely as objects 
to be desired. 

The male’s hand grips the 
young girl’s face and she looks 
up to him in a submissive 
pose. I feel that this is the way 
women are portrayed, and as 
someone who idolises film, I 
found that this was something 
that I struggled with and that 
needed to be talked about 
especially in this age.”

Naomi McDonald

Male’s Gaze

Perspectives



“To subvert the expectations 
of a classical renaissance-style 
painting, my work touches 
on themes of modern-day 
feminism and critiques 
traditional expectations of 
motherhood. 

Replacing baby Jesus with a 
laundry hamper, is a parody 
of the original cradle and 
intended to be a light-hearted 
unorthodox approach to a 
familiar artistic concept.”

Mother Mary

Out of the Mould

Mother Mary, painted in the grisaille 
style, takes inspiration from the 
Madonna and renaissance depictions 
of the Virgin Mary, but its message 
is tongue-in-cheek, almost satirical. 
The piece is reminiscent of themes 
in Betty Friedan’s landmark book 
and concept, The Feminine Mystique, 
which rejected the romanticisation 
of domesticity. Writing for American 
women in the period after World 
War II, Friedan suggested that they 
develop a “life plan” and a sense of 
personal achievement, largely through 
a career. In Mother Mary, the grey 
tones of the grisaille technique, mute 
the bright colour of the garments, 
seeming to cast a pale on this 
traditional representation. While 
disarmingly simple on the surface, the 
piece invokes deeper meanings on 
many levels.

The artwork mentioned in this article were all part of the 19th annual exhibition of “St George’s Cathedral Art” which featured 95 pieces of 
artwork from schools all over Western Australia. Many of the pieces will go on to be displayed at the prestigious “Pulse Perspectives” at the 
Art Gallery of WA. Special thanks to Cassidy, Caris, Naomi, Zoe, Hannah and Jasmine who contributed to this article and for sharing their 
inspiring artwork and perspectives with the wider community. Congratulations also to prize/award winners, Charlotte Williams and Sarah 
Spencer of Presbyterian Ladies’ College, for their art exhibits.

Hannah Roxby

“Sexuality was a concept I 
wanted to implement through 
the depiction of mushrooms. 
Mushrooms symbolise good 
and bad transformation, a 
notion that can parallel with the 
bisexual and asexual experience. 

This, alongside a confident 
posture, assured facial 
expression, and diegetic gaze to 
onlookers, was my coming out to 
society and acceptance of who I 
am beneath the surface.

Coming out in this artwork, as 
openly LGBT, was both terrifying 
and exhilarating. No regrets, 
I accept who I am and hope 
that others are then given the 
confidence to do so too.”

Jasmine Whareaitu

Jasmine Whareaitu of Tranby  
College’s painting Out of the Mould 
is a play on words and symbols. A 
compelling piece created from oils  
on MDF board, it is about “coming out”. 
The bright background along with the 
direct	gaze	of	the	subject	creates	a	
strong, emotional connection with  
the viewer, drawing you in to look at 
and see them. 
Perhaps here we can bring in Florence 
Given, a young British, queer, 
feminist	influencer.	Unlike	the	other	
feminists mentioned earlier, Given 
highlights how the traditional norm of 
heteronormativity leaves little space 
for	the	inclusion	of	LGBTQIA	and	 
non-binary	identities;	that	there	is	no	
one	size	fits all narrative in relation 
to	gender	and	sexuality;	that	each	of	
us should check our privilege if we 
identify	with	a	heteronormative	norm;	
to be cognisant of intersectional 
perspectives;	and	that	life	would	be	
much better for all if we simply stop 
assuming a person’s gender, sexuality, 
pronouns, ethnicity and background.
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If you ask a PLC Junior School 
girl about STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics), she’ll tell you 
just how fun it can be. That’s 
because the way they learn at 
PLC doesn’t follow the one size 
fits all approach to the standard 
Australian curriculum. The 
approach to learning is flexible, 
dynamic and collaborative. 
Teachers engage the girls’ interest 
with something fun that gets 
them to ‘tune in’. Their interest 
is subsequently piqued and the 
students are encouraged to 
research further and apply their 
findings	to	related	key	concepts.	
PLC	Perth	follows	the	Primary	
School Years syllabus of the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) 
programme. Units of learning are 

inquiry based and inspire students 
to take the knowledge they learn 
and expand on it. 
Year 5 teacher, Anita Roy explained, 
“The IB programme gives our 
students	the	skills	to	go	off	and	
explore, and do more research. 
They question things. They are 
self-motivated learners and don’t 
accept information at face value. 
Unlike a linear approach to school 
work, where principles are taught 
and practised, the IB programme 
examines a problem where 
principles can be applied. It is a 
holistic approach to learning and 
it’s fun because the girls apply their 
knowledge to things that are of 
interest to them.”
“We front-load the students with 
the skills required as an outcome for 
each unit of inquiry, such as coding 
techniques,” Anita continued. 

Fun and the future of 
learning at PLC

“When they get a new task, they can 
apply those skills. If it’s too simple  
for a particular student, we support  
them to extend their knowledge.  
This encourages critical thinking and 
skill seeking.” 
“It’s the future of education and it’s 
fun because the students choose to 
apply their skills to their personal areas 
of interest,” Anita added. “They love 
it because this means no two classes 
are the same. The personal interests 
of the girls drives the exploration and 
application of knowledge.” 
According to Anita, this approach 
to learning is not only the future 
of education, but it also prepares 
students for their future. “It teaches 
them an approach of study which is  
not generally expected until  
university level.” 
Presbyterian Ladies’ College (PLC) is a 
Uniting Church school.
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Eye Contact inspires an  
empathetic mindset

the Cancer Council, Tangaroa Blue 
and the Red Cross Soup Patrol. 
So, Scott’s image grabs the attention 
of the young minds at Wesley, not 
because they feel better than Scott 
- but because it’s their instinct to 
empathise and consider what they 
can do. It’s a mindset in the spirit of 
the Uniting Church and at Wesley 
College that should be celebrated.
Rev Manie Strydom is the Chaplain  
at Wesley College, a Uniting  
Church school. 

As I write this, I have my 
office door open. In the 
distance, I can see a large 
display board, maybe six 
feet tall. On it is a black 
and white image of a man 
called Scott. His head is 
cradled in his hands. 
Scott’s image is part of an exhibition 
on homelessness called Eye 
Contact, curated by the Rotary 
Clubs of Perth and Heirisson, and 
hosted around Wesley College. The 
exhibition contains twenty stunning 
portraits of Western Australians 
who have experienced time living 
without housing. 

The images are haunting. The  
focus on each person’s eyes draws 
the viewer in, encouraging us to ask 
how could this have happened, and 
what action are we prepared to  
take to help?

The exhibition would stand out 
wherever it was on display, but here 
at Wesley College, the disparity 
between the life enjoyed by our 
students and the experiences of  
the Eye Contact subjects is 
especially stark. 

Our students live in a world of great 
privilege - they know it too. Not 
because they are told that they are 
superior, thanks to the advantages 
they’ve been given - but because of 
the exact opposite.

An intrinsic part of a Wesley 
education is embracing the 
Uniting Church ethos of serving 
the community. To act with God 
alongside the oppressed, the hurt 
and the poor. Day in and day out, 
students at the College are asked to 
consider how they can help others. 
They understand that it’s their duty 
to seek out those in need and to 
extend a helping hand. 

This starts in the Junior School 
with, among other things, the 
Uniting WA Cosy Toes Winter Sock 
Appeal and the conversations that 
take place around homelessness 
and where the socks will be 
distributed. 

In the Middle School, Wesley has a 
program called Katitjin – a unique 
experience where Year 8 students 
leave our campus for a term and 
relocate to the CBD to take part 
in a number of workshops helping 
people dealing with homelessness 
and disability. The students spend 
time at Uniting WA’s Tranby Day 
Centre	and	see	first-hand	that	
their	actions	directly	affect	their	
community.

By the time the students reach 
the Senior School, they have been 
allocated	specific	community	
service hours which they are 
expected	to	fulfil.	The	boys	help	in	
many innovative ways, but common 
placements include Uniting WA, the 
South	Perth	Senior	Citizens	Centre,	

Manie Strydom

21        Issue 76  ||  September 2022

News from our Schools



  
from home 

22        Issue 76  ||  September 2022

Hundreds of kilometres from the country town she has called 
home all of her life, 16-year-old Evie Underwood is enthusiastic 
about her new school and her home away from home.

A home away

Mr Richter added that their family 
understood the importance of 
giving Evie a nurturing home 
environment away from her own 
family. “We’ve been in Australia 
for six years, and we have no 
family here, so we understood the 
importance for Evie to settle in 
and for all of us to learn about each 
other,” he said.

Mrs Richter said living with Evie and 
learning about life in regional WA 
has been very educational for their 
family. “We have had some great 
conversations about life at home on 
the farm and we’ve welcomed Evie’s 
parents to our house for a catch up 
to get to know one another better,” 
she said.

“The program’s given us the ability 
to	learn	about	different	people,	
which has also helped us to learn 
more about ourselves. It’s been 
a great cultural experience so 
far, to see how other people live 
and	understand	different	family	
structures,” Mr Richter explained. 
“I’m	one	of	five	children	and	Debbie	
is one of two, so to hear Evie’s 
stories of such a big family is great 
for all of us, especially Abi as an only 
child. It’s great for Abi to experience 
a ‘sibling’ - it’s something she has 
never experienced before. The 
Home Away From Home program 
is an excellent concept - don’t be 
scared to try it.”

Mrs Underwood also encourages 
other parents and families to 
find	out	more	about	the	program	
and to support it. “I would highly 

matched using a range of criteria, 
interviews and check-ins. Short-
term trials of two to four weeks are 
also available for families to decide 
whether	the	program	is	the	right	fit	
for their child or children.

Evie said moving to Perth was a 
welcome challenge for her and one 
she was enjoying each day. “I’ve 
found a good group of friends.  
This experience has pushed me  
out	of	my	comfort	zone,	which	is	
what I wanted. It’s been a good 
challenge, everyone’s really helpful 
- the teachers and students have 
made it so much easier for me,”  
she observed.

Of her host family, Evie said they 
have made her move to St Stephen’s 
School welcoming and supportive. 
“It’s	always	difficult	moving	into	a	
new family. But they have made me 
feel comfortable and welcomed 
from the start. They made sure I 
didn’t miss home too much, so it’s 
been really nice.”

Evie’s host family are Debbie and 
Dean Richter, and their daughter 
Abi who is in Year 10 at St Stephen’s 
School Duncraig campus. The 
family saw the chance to host a 
regional student as an opportunity 
to learn more about country WA and 
connect with a regional family.

“When the email came from 
the School about the program 
- we thought it would be a great 
opportunity for Abi, and also for us 
as a family, to host a student from 
a	culturally	different	environment,”	
Mrs Richter said.

Evie is part of St Stephen’s 
School’s Home Away From 
Home program, which offers 
regional students a Perth-
based education with the 
support and care of living 
with a local family. 
The opportunity for Evie to live  
with a family in a home environment 
appealed to her and her family, 
making the decision to move 
to	Perth	for	her	final	years	of	
secondary school a much easier  
one for them.
Evie’s mother, Marnie Underwood, 
says the transition from life 
in Mukinbudin and the local 
community school to St Stephen’s 
School was supported by Evie’s host 
family, the School and Talkabout 
Homestay. “The Richter family 
welcomed Evie into their family 
so easily and beautifully that it 
has been such a lovely transition 
for both Evie and us,” said Mrs 
Underwood. “We wanted to send 
Evie to a Perth school as she had 
been at a small country school all 
her life and she felt that she wanted 
to spread her wings and expand her 
experiences. We also felt it would 
be really good for her to gain some 
independence and take advantage 
of the excellent opportunities not 
available at home.”
St Stephen’s School’s unique 
partnership with Talkabout 
Homestay sees each regional 
student matched with a local host 
family and welcomed into their 
home. Students and families are 
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recommend this program to any regional  
families who are thinking of sending their child 
away for school.  It is such a comforting thing 
knowing that your child is a part of a loving  
family while they are away from home.”  

With two St Stephen’s School campus options, 
leading ATAR pathways, specialist opportunities, 
and vast Vocational Education options -  
regional students can choose an educational 
path that focuses on their passions, interests, 
and career aspirations. 

Year 7-12 students are able to apply to be  
part of the Home Away From Home program.  
Regional Scholarships for 2023 are now open. 
Call 9243 2471 or email  
homeawayfromhome@ststephens.wa.edu.au 
for more information. 

St Stephen’s School is a Uniting Church school.
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Cull 
It is hard to feel buyers’ remorse when 
you go op shopping because it supports a 
worthy cause - it is sustainable and it is kind 
to your wallet. But this lack of remorse can 
also lead to a lack of self-control, and you 
might	end	up	buying	a	tonne	of	stuff	you	
don’t need because it is cheap and ethical. 
Before you know it, you have a wardrobe 
bursting at the seams!

To make space for new purchases, you 
MUST do a wardrobe cull before you head 
to the op shops - and be ruthless. If it 
doesn’t spark joy, or if you haven’t worn it 
in a year, get rid of it and let it spark joy for 
someone else. Double the good vibes by 
donating it to the store at which you plan to 
op shop. Using cash over cards will help you 
stick to a budget and avoid impulse buys. It 
is out with the old and in with the “new”!

How to op shop like a  
thrift-fluencer 
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Did you know that over 80% of unwanted textiles end up in landfill and once 
there, some take over 20 years to decompose? All over WA, “thrifters” are saving 
textiles from landfill and contributing to a sustainable and circular 
fashion economy. Would you like to be one of them? Before you head off to your 
nearest Good Sammy, read the tips below from Kate Taylor and other local  
thrift-fluencers.
If	the	fictional	pirate	Long	John	Silver	was	a	real	person	in	2022,	he	would	probably	love	op	shopping.	Why?	
Because op shopping is often referred to as treasure hunting!

Everyone’s	idea	of	op	shop	treasure	is	different.	For	some,	it	might	be	a	Camilla	kaftan	or	a	set	of	Royal	
Doulton	champagne	flutes.	For	others,	it	might	be	a	fondue	set	or	smiley	face	slippers.	Beauty	is	in	the	eye	of	
the	thrifty	beholder.	So	how	exactly	do	we	find	and	enjoy	this	preloved	gold?	

1

@this.girl.thrifts @the_thrift_seeker

@myloveofpreloved@_morgan.thrifts
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Shop your wardrobe. After you have done your 
wardrobe	cull,	go	through	what’s	left	and	create	outfits	
from the clothes and accessories you already own. Head 
to	the	op	shops	to	“fill	in	the	gaps”	and	get	those	key	
pieces you don’t have.

Shopping your wardrobe is a great way to give your 
old clothes a new life, reduce clutter and unnecessary 
spending, and discover your own personal style. 
According to @_morgan.thrifts, knowing your style is 
the key to op shopping because it gives you direction 
and	allows	you	to	find	pieces	that	work	with	your	
existing wardrobe. Morgan always makes a mental  
note of her wardrobe before going op shopping, so  
she knows what she needs and doesn’t need.

Do your research.  Sylvia from @style_meraki 
always does her research before hitting the op shops. 
She uses Instagram and Pinterest to save images of 
her favourite designer labels and pieces, so she has a 
catalogue of things to look out for. Her commitment 
to research has given Sylvia a keen eye for quality. She 
can spot a designer gem a mile away and she has a very 
impressive wardrobe to show for it. Her Instagram feed 
features	op	shopped	clothing	by	Valentino,	Lanvin,	
Chloe, Balenciaga and many more. It is the epitome of  
a champagne wardrobe on a beer budget.  

Be prepared.  In the words of Forrest Gump, op 
shops are like a box of chocolates because you never 
know what you’re going to get. Jenni from  
@this.girl.thrifts says it is important to have an open 
mind when op shopping. It can involve sifting and 
rummaging, which takes time. Jenni recommends 
eating, drinking and going to the loo before you go so 
that you are comfortable. Very practical advice!

Dress appropriately.  Cherie, aka  
@the_thrift_seeker, likes to have her hands free when 
she goes op shopping - so she wears a crossbody bag 
that	fits	a	foldable	reusable	shopping	tote	and	a	pair	of	 
socks for trying on shoes. She also recommends wearing  
clothes that are easy to get in and out of because op 
shopping requires a lot of trying on. Think loose dresses 
and	slides	that	you	can	easily	take	off,	or	bike	pants	and	
tanks that you can easily throw something over. Never 
trust	op	shop	sizes.	Try	before	you	buy!	

Use a basket or trolley.  Widya from  
@sixthsenseforfashion cannot go op shopping without 
using a trolley. A trolley allows her to easily collect 
items she likes while she browses the racks with her 
hands free. It is funny how many op shoppers you see 
with	clothes	draped	off	both	arms	and	shoulders.	They	
always look uncomfortable and fed up as they  
wrestle with tangled hangers and pick up items that 
have	fallen	on	the	floor.	Their	problem	could	have	 
easily been prevented by getting a basket or trolley 
when they entered the store. It is so simple, but it will 
make the op shopping experience a lot more enjoyable. 

Take your time.  Expert op shoppers opt for 
quality over quantity. It takes time and patience to 
browse through racks, feel fabrics, inspect the condition 

2

7

8

9

10

3

4

5

6

of	clothes	and	try	them	on.	Loraine	 
@thefeelgoodfashionista would rather spend two 
focussed hours in one store, than do a heap of stores 
quickly.	You	simply	won’t	find	those	treasures	by	
rushing.	You	will	only	end	up	impulse	buying.	Loraine	
also recommends going op shopping alone so you can 
get	in	the	zone	and	do	your	own	thing	without	being	
rushed out the door by a bored shopping partner. 

Keep a Wish List.  Zoe from @myloveofpreloved 
keeps	a	wish	list	of	gems	she	dreams	of	finding	one	day	
at the op shop. These items are the pot of gold at the 
end of the op shop rainbow. Zoe says a wish list brings 
purpose to the many hours she spends scouring the 
racks. On more than one occasion, she has manifested 
a wish list item by simply writing it down - even 
something quite obscure like a pair of gold platforms. 
Unfortunately the platforms just fell victim to the family 
dog, so she will have to add them to her wish list again. 
She	will	probably	find	them	in	no	time.	The	thrifting	
angels are certainly kind to this dedicated op shopper. 

Shop every rack. 	Nearly	every	thrift-fluencer	
interviewed for this article recommended not sticking 
to one section because there are gems to be found 
everywhere in an op shop. Things also end up in the 
wrong place. Instead of sticking to the women’s section, 
Jessica from @my.second.hand.life shops the mens’ 
area	for	oversized	shirts,	leather	belts	and	loafers.	She	
also shops the sleepwear section for slip dresses and 
camisoles,	the	plus	size	racks	for	oversized	dresses	and	
the kids’ section for retro T-shirts. She says the kids 
section is also great for petite ladies. Anything goes! 
Think outside the box and you will be rewarded. 

Have fun!   With op shopping, it’s entirely possible to 
relive the joy of childhood scavenger hunts. The thrill of 
the	hunt,	the	tingle	of	finding	a	gem	and	the	satisfaction	
of scoring a great deal while supporting a worthy cause 
and helping the planet is a wonderful feeling. So heed 
the experts’ advice, head to your nearest Good Sammy 
and start your treasure hunting today. And don’t forget 
to	protect	your	gems	from	ol’	mate	Long	John	Silver.	

Thank you to Kate Taylor @the.thrifty.thirtysomething,  
who wrote this article for Good Sammy. To find your nearest  
Good Sammy store visit goodsammy.com.au/shop-finder. To 
learn more from the thrift-fluencers, search them on Instagram.

@the_thrift_seeker

@myloveofpreloved



Ingredients 
4½ cups  1 Kings 4:22 Flour
To taste  1 Kings 10:10 Spices 
1½ cups  Judges 5:25   Butter
½ cup  Judges 4:19  Almond Milk
2 cups  Jeremiah 6:20  Sugar
6  Job 6:6  Eggs
2 tbsp  1 Samuel 14:25  Honey
2 cups  Nahum 3:12  Figs (dried)
2 tbsp  1 Corinthians 5:6 Baking Powder
1 cup  Numbers 17:8  Chopped Almonds
Pinch of Leviticus 2:13  Salt
½ tsp Ground Ginger
¼ tsp Ground Cloves  

Method
Preheat the oven to 180°C.  
Blend butter, sugar, spices and salt in your stand mixer; or using 
a hand mixer. 
Beat egg yolks in a separate bowl, then add to butter mixture. 
Sift flour and baking powder into the mixture and mix in lightly.
Add milk and honey and mix well.
Pulse figs and almonds in a food processor until coarsely 
chopped. Then fold the dried fruit into the batter.
Beat egg whites to stiff peak in a clean bowl. Fold into cake 
batter. 
Transfer batter to a prepared pan. 
Bake for up to 1.5 hours in the oven until a knife in the centre 
comes out clean.

When the Kardinya Uniting Church closed for a 
time at the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, 
members of the church decided to meet in a 
nearby park. The catch ups became so successful 
that once our Sunday church services started 
again, we continued to have a “Kardy Cuppa” every 
Friday morning. On one morning, we discussed a 
Scripture Cake recipe that one of us had found. 
We were so inspired, that we decided to include 
it in our Sunday service of 12 June. In the end, it 
became the sermon!

The	first	knowledge	of	cake	in	the	Bible	was	when	
God told Elijah (1 Kings 17) to visit the town of 
Zarephath, near Sidon. There he met a widow  
and they made cake. 

The idea of the Scripture Cake goes back several 
hundred	years	in	England,	but	first	became	
popular in America in the late 1800s and early 
1900s. It aimed to teach younger ladies how to 
cook and to learn the Word of God at the same 
time. Over a period, it became a popular pastime 
to test the cook’s knowledge of scripture and to 
look it up in the Bible.

During the sermon on 12 June, the ladies in the 
photo each brought up and placed a Scripture 
Cake ingredient on the table, read the associated 
reading from the Bible, and shared scriptural 
lessons for the ingredient.

It was all worthwhile - as our congregation later 
found out - when we shared our freshly made 
Scripture Cake (made in advance) at morning  
tea after the service!

Jan Rummer, Kardinya Uniting Church

Kardy’s  
Scripture Cake

We want to share your recipe!  
If you have a recipe you’d like  

to share, send it in to  
revive@wa.uca.org.au. 

What’s Cooking
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Left to right: Janette Shoosmith, Thea Gregory, 
Betty Pearson, Sue van den Berg, Jan Rummer, Pam 
Smith and Sue McCarte. Photo credit: Reg Pearson



 

Jesus, fully divine, was also 
yet fully human - as fully 
human as each one of us. 
Over the years, he grew 
and developed, broadening 
in his understanding and 
deepening in his maturity. 
Just like us, he was exposed 
to new learning experiences, 
offered different perspectives  
and given fresh insights - and 
so, as Jesus learnt, he grew. Rev Dr John Squires

If we accept this claim - consistent 
with the creeds and articulated in 
scripture - then it is quite legitimate 
to ask, “from whom did Jesus 
learn?” Perhaps from scribes in his 
local synagogue, as he grew and 
developed in his understanding 
of Torah. Perhaps from others of 
his age in that setting, as they 
delved deeper together, sharing 
insights about their customs and 
scriptures. Perhaps from members 
of his own family, as a young child, 
encountering new things each day. 

Jesus’ full humanity, therefore, 
must surely have meant that 
he learnt from his interactions 
with all manner of people in his 
life - including women. Including 
his mother, and perhaps his 
grandmother, if she was still alive 
during his childhood. Including the 
feisty Syrophoenician woman, he 
encountered near Tyre. Including 
the	sisters	of	Lazarus	whose	home	
he visited in Bethany. Including 
Joanna and Mary of Magdala, who 
followed him faithfully. Including 
other women whom Jesus 
encountered at various times  
during his travels in Galilee and 
Jerusalem. Jesus learnt from each 
of these women.

This is the thesis that is proposed, 
explored, and advocated in detail 
by North American biblical scholar, 
James McGrath, in his most recent 
book, What Jesus Learned from 

Women. The book has twelve 
chapters, and deals with the 
interactions between Jesus and 
a	dozen	women,	with	conclusions	
drawn about what Jesus learnt in 
each instance. It certainly comes 
to some novel and insightful 
conclusions. 

The book is readable and engaging. 
A distinctive feature is that each 
chapter begins with a creative, 
dramatic-style monologue in italics, 
followed by a careful, academic-
style analysis of what the ancient 
texts (biblical and others) report. 
This	makes	for	fine	engagement	
with the characters from the very 
start of each chapter. It draws 
the reader into the story being 
considered in a powerful way.

The scholarly foundations of James 
McGrath’s thinking are evident in his 
engagement with a wide range of 
scholarship, and his careful analysis 
of some technical details in the 
texts. Overall, these incursions into 
academic debate do not impair the 
flow	of	the	writing	or	the	stimulus	 
of ideas canvassed. It is a very 
readable book.

Because I’ve known James in person 
for	many	years,	I	feel	confident	
to say that the book is equally as 
engaging and enjoyable as the 
enthusiastic and energetic author  
is, himself. I highly recommend it!

What Jesus Learned  
from Women   
By James F. McGrath
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will also be short courses to learn 
more about the Uniting Church. 
Additionally, the participant will 
learn about ministry opportunities 
in the Uniting Church and gain 
practical experience in ministry. 
A POD usually lasts a year but 
can be longer. Most people who 
participate in a POD describe the 
experience as being a precious gift. 
The process is open-ended, with 
some discerning a call to any one 
of a range of lay ministries, and 
others discerning a call to ordained 
ministry. 
To	find	out	more	about	ministries	in	
the Uniting Church, read the Called 
by Name booklet on the Uniting 
Church WA’s website or ask your 
local Uniting Church minister for 
a copy. The Period of Discernment 
Handbook on the website, also 
contains useful information. For 
further queries or to request an 
application form, email  
candidates.ministry@wa.uca.org.au 

According to the Uniting 
Church’s Basis of Union 
statement, every member of 
the Church is endowed with 
gifts and called to use their gifts 
in service of others and the 
church. In other words, every 
disciple of Christ is called by 
name to a particular ministry - 
but what ministry you may ask?  
To help church members discover 
what ministry God is calling them 
to,	the	Uniting	Church	offers	a	
Period of Discernment (POD). The 
POD is a process that enables the 
church and an individual, together, 
to discern God’s call on their life for 
future ministry. 
During a POD, a participant will 
meet regularly with a mentor 
who will guide them on their 
journey of discovery. There will be 
opportunities for the participant to 
examine their faith and to deepen 
their spiritual life through prayer, 
reflection	and	retreats.	There	

Are you called by name? 
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The Called by Name booklet can be found on the Uniting Church WA’s  
website: unitingchurchwa.org.au/workwithus/candidating/

Testimonies from POD participants.

Faith in Action
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guide on how to create a new way  
of working together. Drawing 
on tried and tested processes, it 
advocates for a consensus building 
approach and shows how it can 
work in a local church or judicatory 
setting. Terence also has a suite 
of skills and processes developed 
specifically	to	assist	in	working	with	
difficult	congregational	changes.	
This program is suitable for anyone 
wanting to hone their committee 
decision making processes and 
anyone leading a group through 
change. It is recommended for every  
church council chair and those new 
to the Uniting Church and wanting 
to understand its systems better.
For	further	details,	contact	CEDAL	
on PA.Education@wa.uca.org.au.

14-16 November 2022
This three-day program hosted 
by the Commission for Education 
for	Discipleship	and	Leadership	
(CEDAL)	will	be	led	by	Rev	 
Terence Corkin. 

Terence was General Secretary 
of the Uniting Church Assembly 
(UCA) for more than ten years. He 
has	vast	experience	leading	difficult	
meetings and makes an excellent 
case for following consensus 
decision making processes.

A vital and healthy congregation 
yearns for a more collaborative, 
respectful, encouraging, engaging, 
and empowering process. This 
course on discernment in the 
church provides a step by step 

Managing Congregation Dynamics 
with Terence Corkin

This	year,	the	SJC	is	pleased	to	offer	
congregations a liturgy outline, 
sermon	reflections,	children’s	
activities and adaptable Powerpoint 
slides for each week. The theme is 
Time to Turn Around.

To access the resources, go to: 
https://ecochurcheswa.net/
sustainable-september/

If you would like to be sent the 
materials directly, or for any  
other enquiries, email  
justice@wa.uca.org.au or  
phone 08 9260 9800.

It is ‘Time to Turn Around’ (it is well 
past time actually, but let’s start 
from where we are). It is time to 
turn around in our thinking and 
our actions. It is time to reset our 
relationship with the creation and 
with how we see ourselves as  
human beings.
Rev Gordon Scantlebury, Social  
Justice Commission

Every year the Social Justice 
Commission (SJC) resources the 
church for Sustainable September 
by preparing worship material for all 
Uniting Churches in the WA Synod.

Sustainable September -  
Time to Turn Around

Rev Alan Jeffrey
Inducted as Minister of the 
Word at Uniting Church in 
the City, Ross Memorial, on 
14 August. 

Rev Stephen van Schalkwyk. 
Inducted as Minister of the 
Word at Bay Life Uniting 
Church, Busselton, on  
21 August.

Appointments ….. Farewells*

*As at 31 August 2022

 Advertorial
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gain valuable work experience.  
Mr Barron agreed this would be  
very appealing to his students.
Wesley College has already made 
moves to contribute to a circular 
economy by placing Good Sammy 
donation points within their school, 
and are looking at further recycling 
and sustainability initiatives on 
which they can collaborate with 
Good Sammy. 
Good	Sammy	continues	to	offer	
many worthwhile development 
and engagement opportunities for 
students who support giving back 
to the community, or contributing 
to environmental sustainability. 

Good Sammy CEO, Kane 
Blackman, recently hosted 
Wesley College Headmaster, 
Ross Barron and Head of 
Academic Development,  
Mike Filer. 
Mr Barron and Mr Filer toured the 
Good Sammy recycling and waste 
management facilities, which 
are used to sort 5,000,000 kg of 
donated goods each year. “It’s like  
a well-oiled machine,” remarked  
Mr Barron.
Mr Blackman also showed Mr Barron 
and Mr Filer the many volunteering 
opportunities available at Good 
Sammy, which allow students to 

Good Sammy and Wesley College work towards a sustainable future

From Construction Worker to Community 
Support Worker

News

the client and knowing what they 
need is vital. 
“I will do whatever I need to do to 
help keep my clients at home.  
I help them with their personal  
care, and shopping, and take  
them to and from appointments 
and on adventure day trips. 
Whatever they need from me  
that day, I will do,” said Bill. 
“For my clients who choose to 
go on day trips, I have created an 
‘adventure list’ that I put in their 
files,	so	they	can	share	with	their	
families where they have gone,” 
added Bill. “Some of my clients  
call my work ‘Bill’s Adventures’  
and when I go to pick them up,  
they are rubbing their hands  
with excitement!”

After looking after his late wife, 
Bill Holt knew his calling in life 
was caring. 
“I had always worked in 
construction, and when my wife 
passed away my mental health 
declined, and it made me realise 
that I am at my happiest when I am 
helping others,” said Bill.

Bill now works with Juniper home 
care clients in the Wheatbelt, and 
his main goal is to keep his clients 
living independently at home and 
enjoying the things they want to do 
without having to worry about the 
day-to-day. Working within each 
client’s Home Care Package, Bill 
ensures the support he provides 
to clients are within their care plan. 
Listening	to	what	is	important	to	

Hannah Campbell

Juniper is an agency of the Uniting Church in Western Australia, and a provider 
of care, accommodation and support services for older Western Australians.

Kane Blackman with Ross Barron and Mike Filer.
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Out and about

A snapshot of events in 
the life of the church

Concert for Ukraine at Albany Uniting Church.

Northway Uniting Church’s  
Scottish evening.

Market Day at Kalamunda Uniting Church.

Uluru Statement from the Heart conversation. A meet-up of Moderators and the General Secretary.



Our seven independent schools provide education for over 8,000 students 
from Pre Kindergarten* to Year 12. They o� er a variety of learning environments, 
from some of the oldest and best-known independent schools in WA to the more 
recently established colleges in new suburbs on the edge of the Perth metropolitan 
area. While these schools respect the faith diversity of all students, the story, values 
and practices of the Christian faith are expressed with integrity in order to nurture 
young lives for sound learning, faith, compassion and responsible service.

EDUCATION WITH
Uniting Church Schools

* Not all schools o� er Pre Kindergarten.

Methodist 
Ladies’ College
356 Stirling Hwy
Claremont WA 6010
T 08 9384 4000
mlc.wa.edu.au

Penrhos College
6 Morrison St
Como WA 6152
T 08 9368 9500
penrhos.wa.edu.au

Presbyterian 
Ladies’ College
14 McNeil St
Peppermint Grove
WA 6011
T 08 9424 6444
plc.wa.edu.au

Scotch College
76 Shenton Rd
Swanbourne WA 6010
T 08 9383 6800
scotch.wa.edu.au

St Stephen’s School
Campuses in
Duncraig and Carramar
T 08 9243 2108
ststephens.wa.edu.au

Tranby College
90 Arpenteur Dr
Baldivis WA 6171
T 08 9524 2424
tranby.wa.edu.au

Wesley College
Corner of Coode St
and Angelo St
South Perth WA 6151
T 08 9368 8000
wesley.wa.edu.au

Uniting Church in Australia 
Western Australia
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